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PREFACE. 


and Deaths of thoſe Holy Men, who ſealed 
the Antient Religion with their Blood, I believed ns- 
thing would either be more agreeable or more profits. 
able to the ſerious Reader, t — ſome Extratts from 
the Writings of thoſe, who ſprung up, as it were, a 
of thetr Aſhes. ' Theſe breathe the ſame Spirit, 

were, in a pd Degree, Partakers of [00 u. Sufe 4 

erings. any of them took joyfully t ling 0 

— lt had 54 5 ca 1 50 ky - 
vil; being branded with the Nick-name of „ Parte 
and —_— made a By-Word and a Provert of R 
proac | 


1. . Frsr an Account of the Lives, Sufferings 


2. I HAVE endeavour'd to reſcue * O un, x 
a few of the moſt eminent of thee : I ſayyia Few 3 
for there 1s a means them, which it would bg, 
tedious even to name or have I attempted to as © 
bridge all the Works of theſe few; for ſome of tb 
are immenſely voluminous. Works © 4 Dr. Goo 
win alone, would have ſiiced to fill Fifty Velum 
I bave therefore proves — 1 conceived would W 


of 


in Controverſy on every 
. Occaſion or Þ 
generally give à low and imperfett View of Sandtifi- 


The PREFACE. 


to form a com- 
Meat Body of Practical Divinity ber 


3. I am ſenſible, even theſe excellent Writers are 


not without their Blemiſhes. Their Language is not 


fo ſmooth and terſe, as that of the freſent Age. Many 
of their Expreſſions are now quite out of Date, and 
ome unintelligible to Common Readers. The whole 
Language of Biſhop Hall, (if we rank him in that 
Number) is too fliff,, labour d and affected. That of 
moſt of the reſt, runs into the other Extreme, is too 


* low and purpoſely neglefted. Add to this, that they 


are exceeding verboſe, and full of Circumlecutions and 
Repetitions. But J perſuade myſelf, moſt of = 


* Defefts are removed in the following Sheets. 


moſt exceptionable Phraſes are laid aſide; the obſolete 
and unintelligible Expreſſions altered ; abundance of 
Juper fluous Words are retrench'd; the immeaſurably- 
long Sentences ſborten d; many tedious Circumlecutions 
are drott, and many needleſs Repetitions omitted. 


4. Bur it ſhould not be concealed, that there are 
ether Blemiſbes than theſe, in the greater Part of the 
Puritan Mriters. One 4 theſe 1s, That they drag 
ccaſion, nay, without any 
retence at all. Another is, That t 


fation or Holineſs. The former of theſe it was eaſy 


to remedy, ly leaving out all that but glanced uf en 


Controverſy: So that now all that fear Gon, though 
various Opinions, may read them both with Ad- 


vantage and Pleaſure. The latter 2 I truft, 
in fully ſut plied by the preceding and following Tracts. 

"5. Bur abundant Recompence is made for all their 
Blemiſhes, by the Excellencies which may be obſerv d 


IN 


The PrxrFACE.. 


in them. Such is the Spirit wherewith they turite: 
They appear, one and all, to be quite peſſeſt with the 
Greatneſs and Importance their Subject, to be tho- 
roughly in earneſt, and as ſerious as _ they * 
returned from, or launching into Eternity. r 
Judgment is generally deep and Z. their Senti- 
ments juſt and clear, and their Tracts on every Head 
full and comprehenſrve, exhauſting the Subjefts on 
which they write. | 


6. Mon particularly, do indeed exalt 
Chriſt. They ſet Him forth in all his Offices. 
ſprak of Him, as theſe that have ſeen his Glory, full 
2 Grace and Truth. They ſum up all Things in 
riſt, deduce all Things from Him, and refer" all 
Things to Him. 


i 


7. AND next to Go Himſelf, they honour his 
Ward. They are Men mighty in the Scriptures, e- 
gual to any of thoſe who went before them, and far 
bs ome to moſt that have falle d them. the, prove 
all Things hereby. Their continual Appeal is, Lo the 
Law and to the Teſtimony. Ver do they eafily form, 
a Tudgment of any Thing, till they baue weighed it 
in the Ballance of the Sanctuary. > 


8. Hencs it it, that they are continually tearing 
up the very Roots of Antinomianiſm, by ſhewing at 
| large, from the Oracles of GoDb, the abſelute Ne» 
| ceſſity, as of that legal Repentance which is previous 
| . to Faith, jo of that Evangelical Repentance which 
8 follows it, and which is eſſential to that Holineſs, 
N without which we cannot ſee the Lok p. 


9. Bur the peculiar Excellency of theſe Writers 
ſeems to be, the Building us up in our mef{ boly Faith. 


1 It is frequently obſerved, that after the firſt 72 4. 9 
| | at 
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Faith, wherein the young Believer rides as when 
the Wings of the Wind, he either ſuddenly, or gra- 
dually forks down, and meets as it were a vaſt Ja- 
euity. Ile knows not what to de with his Faith, or 
how to exerciſe himſelf unto Godlineſs. There appears 
Gee xacpa) a great Gulph, an huge Chaſm between 
the firſt and the perfet Love. Now this Mr. Bol 
TON, Dr. PRESTON, Dr. Sins, and their Cotem- 
poraries, above all others, inſtruct us how te paſs 


through : Hew to uſe the Faith which God has gi- 
ven, and to go from Strength to Strength. 7 

dead us by the in the Paths of Righteouſneſs, 
aud fbew us how, in the various Circumſtances of 
Life, we may meſt ſurely and ſwifily grow in Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of our LoRD Jeſus Chriſt. 
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IN Meditation, thoſe, who begin hea⸗ 
venly Thoughts, and proſecute them 
I not, are like thoſe that kindle a Fire 
under green Wood, and leave it, as 

ſoon as it begins to flame. When I ſet 
| myſelf to meditate, I will not give over, till 1 
come to an Iſſue. It hath been ſaid by ſome, that 
the Beginning is as much as the Middle; yea, 
more: But I fay, the Ending is more than the Be- 
inning, 13.45 
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THERE is nothing, but Man, that reſpecteth 
Greatneſs: Not Gov; not Death; not Judgment. 
Not Gop: He is no Accepter of Perſons. Not 
Nature: We ſee the Sons of Princes born as naked 
as the Pooreſt: And the poor Child as fair, well- 
favoured, ſtrong, and witty, as the Heir of Nobles. 
Not Diſeaſe, Death, Judgment: They ſicken alike, 
die alike, fare alike after Death. There is nothing, 
beſides natural Men, of whom Goodneſs is not 
reſpected. I will honour Greatneſs in others: But 
for myſelf,” I will eſteem a Dram of Goodneſs, 
worth a whole World of Greatneſs. | 


III. 


As there is a fooliſh Wiſdom, fo there is a wiſe 
Ignorance; in not prying into Gop's Ark; not 
enquiring into Things not revealed. I would fain 
know all that I need, and all that I may: I leave 
Gop's Secrets to Himſelf. It is happy for me, that 
akes me of his Court, though not of his 
Council. ' 

8 IV. 


4 87 | 
_ I 8x that in Natural Motions, the nearer any 


Thing comes to its End, the ſwifter it moveth. 
I have ſeen great Rivers, which at their firſt Riſing 
out of ſome Hill's Side, might be cover'd with a 
Buſhell; which, after many Miles, fill a -very 
broad Channell ; and drawing near to the Sea, 
make a little Sea in their own Banks: So the Wind 
at the firſt Riſing, as a little Vapour from the Cran- 
nies of the Earth, and paſſing forward about the 
Earth, the further it goes, the more bluſtering and 
violent it waxeth. A Chriſtian's Motion (after he 
is regenerate) is made natural to Gon-ward: and 
therefore, the nearer he comes to Heaven, the 
more zealous he is. A good Man muſt not be 
like Hezelial's Sun, that went backward; nor like 


Jaſbuas 
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Foſhua's Sun, that ſtood Mill; but David's Sun, 
that, like a Bridegroom, comes out of his Cham- 


f ber, and as a Champion rejoiceth to run his Race: 


Only, herein is the Difference, that when he comes 
to his high Noon, he declineth not. However, 
therefore, the Mind, in her natural Faculties, fol- 
lows the Temperature of the Body, yet in theſe 
ſupernatural Things, ſhe quite croſſes it. For with 
the coldeſt Complexian of Age, is joined in thoſe 
that are truly religious, the ferventeſt Zeal and Af- 
fection to good Things: which is therefore the 
more reverenc'd, and better acknowledg'd, becauſe 
it cannot be aſcribed to the hot Spirits of Youth. 
The Devil himſelf deviſed that old Slander of early 
Holineſs; A young Saint, an eld Devil. Some- 
times young Devils have proved old Saints; never 
the contrary: but true Saints in Youth, do always 
prove Angels in their Age. I will ſtrive, to be 
ever good; but if I ſhould not find my ſelf beſt at 
laſt, I ſhould fear I was never good at all. 


V+ 985 


As we ſay, there would be no Thieves, if no 
Receivers: So would there not be ſo many open 
Mouths to detract and flander, if there were not 
ſo many open Ears to entertain them. If I can- 
not ſtop another Man's Mouth from ſpeaking Ill, 
I will either open my Mouth to reprove it, or elſe _ 
I will ſtop mine Ears from hearing it; and let him 
ſee in my Face, that he hath no Room in my 
Heart. | Ar 

= > VI. > S : 

ConvgRsING with evil ions, works in 
us, if not an Approbation, yet a leſs Diſlike of 
thoſe Sins, to which, our Ears and Eyes are ſo 
continually inur'd. I may have had a bad Ac- 
quaintance: I will never have a bad Companion. 


vn. Go 


. 
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Go is not like Man: But in whatever He pro- 
miſes, He proves Himſelf moſt faithful. I Will 
therefore ever truſt Gop on his bare Word; even 
with Hope, | beſides _ above Hope, againſt 
Hope. How ſhall I truſt Him in Impoſſibilities, if 1 
may not in Likelihoods? How ſhall I depend on 
Him for raiſing my Body from Duſt, and faving 
my Soul, if I miſtruſt Him for a Cruſt of Bread ? 


h VIII. 

ConSTRAINT makes an eaſy Thing toilſome ; 
whereas Love makes the Toll pleaſant. 
How many Miles do we ride and run, to ſee one 
filly Beaſt follow another, which if we were com- 
manded to meaſure, upon the Charge of a Superior, 
we ſhould complain of Wearineſs. I fee the Folly 
of moſt Men, that make their Lives miſerable, for 
want of Love to that they muſt do. I will firſt la- 
bour to ſettle in my Heart a Affection to 
heavenly Things: So, Lorp, thy Yoke ſhall be 
eaſy, and thy Burden light. | 


IX. 


THERE are three Meſſengers of Death ; Caſu- 
alty, Sickneſs, Age. The two firſt are doubtful; 
fince many have recovered them both: 'The laſt is 
certain. The two firſt are ſudden: The laſt lei- 
ſurely and deliberate. As for all Men, upon fo 


many Summons, ſo eſpecially for an old Man, it 
is a Shame to be unprepared for Death: For where 


Others ſee they may die, he ſees he muſt die. I 
was long ago old enough to die: but if I live *till 
Age, I think my ſelf too old to live longer. 


X. 


Ir Earth (that is provided for Mortality, and is 


poſſeſſed by the Maker's Enemies) have ſo much 
Pleaſure 


Plowers to adorn it, ſuch Variety of Creatures, for 


| MxpiTATIONs and Vows, ? 


W picaſure in it, ſuch a Sun to enlighten it, ſuch an 
= Heaven to wall it about, ſuch ſweet Fruits and 


= commodious Uſe of it: What muſt Heaven 
I that is provided for Gop Himſelf, and his Friends 
I w1iLL uſe my 5 did his Rod: 


es 
While it was a Rod, he held it it Lila in his 
Hand: Ader a Serpent, he ran away from it. 


XII 

Taz World teacheth me, that it is Madack to 
leave behind me thoſe Goods that I may carry away 
with me. Chriſtianity teaches me, that what I give 
alive, I carry with me dead: and jence teach- 
eth me, that what I leave behind, I loſe. I will 
carry that Treaſure with me by giving ng it, which 
the Worldling looſeth by keeping it: 80 while his 
Corps ſhall carry nothing but a Winding- Cloth to 
his Gre” I ſhall be ri eager the Parts, "wa 
I was above it. 


Win Men 43x a good Blles to try fit, and 
then to truſt: With Gop it is contrary. I will fiſt 

truſt Him, as moſt wiſe, omnipotent , api 

and try Him afterwards. I know it is as 

ble for Him to deceive me, as not to be. 


XIV. 
Ae 7 a Lamb and a Lion: So 1s 
every Fe ring a Lamb, for Patience in Suffer- 
ing, and, Innocence of Life: A Lion, for Bold- 
in his Innocency. I would fo order my Cou- 
rage and Mildneſs, that I may be neither Linn like 


in my Converſation, nor Sheepiſh in the Defence 
of a TP Cauſe. 


XV. He 


Hs was never 


10 MEvDtTATIoNns and Vows. 


if he were good, uſt needs deſire to be better. 
Grace is fo ſweet, that whoever taſtes of it, muſt 
needs long after more: And if he deſire it, he will 
endeavour it; and if he do but endeavour, Gop 
will crown it with Succeſs. Whatever becomes 
of my Body, or my Eſtate, I will ever labour to 
find ſomewhat added to the Stature of my Soul. 


XVI. 

Men are niggardly, becauſe the more they give, 
the leſs they have: But Thou, Lorp, mayſt give 
what Thou wilt, without Abatement of thy Store. 
Good Prayers never came weeping Home: I am 
ſure I ſhall receive either what I do aſk, or what 
ſhould aſk. 

| XVII. 


Wñxrn God there is no free Man, but his Ser- 
vant, tho in the Gallies: No Slave but the Sinner, 
tho in the Palace: None noble but the Virtuous, if 
never ſo baſely deſcended: None rich, but he that 
poſſeſſeth Gob, even in Rags: None wiſe, but he 


that is a Fool to himſelf and the World: None ha 


Py, but he whom the World pities: Let me 
free, noble, rich, wiſe, and happy to Gop, Icare 
not what I am to the World. 


XVIII. 

Wurs the Mouth prayeth, Man heareth; when 
the Heart, Gop heareth. Every good Prayer 
knocketh at Heaven for a Blefling: But an impor- 
tunate Prayer pierceth it, and makes way into the 
Ears of the Almighty. And as it aſcends lightly 
up, carried with the Wings of Faith; ſo it comes 
ever laden down upon our Heads. 


XIX. Ir 
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, XIX. Fw 7 contre 
tir is fitter for Youth to learn, than teach; and 
SF or Age to teach, than learn: And yet fitter for an 
old to learn than to be ignorant. I know I 
q never know ſo much; that I cannot learn 
nore; and I hope I ſhall never live ſo long, as till 
be too old to learn. 1 


Sr 


XX. 


5 a £411 17 

Iv EVER loved thoſe Salamanders, that are never 
well but when they are in the Fire of Contention. 
I will rather ſuffer a thouſand Wrongs, than offer 
one: I will ſuffer an hundred, rather than return 
one: I will ſuffer many ere I complain of one, 
and endeavour to right it by contending. ' I have 
ever found, that to ſtrive with my Super tor, is fu- 
rious; with my Equal, doubtful; with my Inferi- 
or, ſordid and baſe; with any, full of Unquietneſs. 


XXI. 


IV hate Popularity (as ever da ; but 
W moſt of all in God's Bu Abs which who ſo. affect, 
do as ill Spokeſmen; who, when they are ſent to 
vVvoo for God, ſpeak for themſelves. I know how 
dangerous it is to have Gop my Rival. 5 


XXII. 
Gop is ever with me, ever befote me. I know 
He cannot but ſee me always; though my Eyes be 
held that I fee Him not: Yea, He is ſtill within 
me, tho*'I feel Him not: neither is there any Mo- 
ment that I can live without Gop, Why do I 
not, therefore, always live with Him? 1 
I not account all Hours loſt, wherein I enjoy Hi 


not? | | 
XXIII. 
| Gop is Lon of my Body alſo; and therefore, 
challengeth as well reverent Geſture, as 22 
o- 


12 SOT BECTLAL and Vows. 


Devotion. I will ever, in . Prayers, either ſtand, 
as a Servant, before my ; or kneel, as a 
It to my Prince. ' 


Tur common Fears of the Word are cauſeleſs, 
and ill placed. No Man fears to do III; 
Man to 2 — Il: Wherein, if we conſider it — 4 
we ſhall find that we fear our beſt Friends. For 
Part, I have learned more of Gop and of m 
in one Week's Extremity, than all my whole 


Life's s Proſperity had taught me before. And, in 
Reaſon and common Ex aperience, Proper Proſperity uſu- 


ally makes us forget our Death: Adverſi by, pa the 
other Side, . us neglect our Life. Now (if 
we meaſure both of theſe, oy heir ce Forge 

fulneſs of Death makes us ſecure: Neg le&t of this 
Life makes us careful- of a better. San theres 
fore, as Neglect of Life is better than Fo Ineſs 
of Death, and Watchfulneſs better than rity : 
So much more beneficial will 1 eſteem Adverſity, 


chan Proſperity. 
XXV. 


EvERY \Sickneds i is a little Death. 1 will be con- 
tent to die oſt, that I may die once well. 


XXVI. 

Ix Divine Things, I would fain keep that I have, 
— I wank I do not more loath all other 
Covetouſneſs, than I affect this. In theſe Things 
alone, I profeſs never to have enough. If I may 
increaſe them, either by Labouring, Begging, or 
es I ſhall leave no W tre 


XXVII 


Sou Children are of that Nature, that they 
are never well, but while the Rod is over them: 


Such am! to Gov. Let Him beat me, fo He a. 


mend 


eee 
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mend me: ee ſo He 
give me Himſelf. 
XXVII. 


I wiLL account no Sin little; 6 there i is not 
the leaſt, but works the Death of the Soul. It is 
all one, whether I be drowned near the Wi or 
in the Midſt of the * | 


+6403 & a1? 19 


q 


EXTREMITY gts Friends. Worldly 
Pleaſures, like Phyſicians, give us over when we 
lic a Dying; and yet the Death-bed hath moſt 


Need of Comforts. Cbriſt ſtandeth by his, in the 


Pangs of Death; and after Death at the Bar of 
Judgment; not leaving them either in their Bed, 
or Grave. I will uſe them therefore; not truſt 
them. But for Thee, O my Lonxp, who in Mer- 
cy and Truth canſt.not fail me, (whom I have 
found ever faithful and preſent in all RS} 

kill me, nn K 5 


XXX. 


Wr have heard of ſo Thouſand Genera- 
tions paſſed, and we have ſeen ſo many Hundreds 
die within our Knowledge; that 1 —— any 
Man can make Account to live one Da 
die daily. That is not done before 
which may be done at all Times. 


XXXI. 


WHAT is Man to the whole Earth? What is 
Earth to the Heaven? What is Heaven to It's 
Maker? I will admire nothing in it ſelf; but all 
Things in Gop, and God in all Things. | 


" XXXIL wy 
In ſuffering Evil, to look to ſecond Canes, 


Without Re to the 8 maketh 2 
Vor. VII. ene. 


14 MEDITATIONS nd Vows. 


.ence. For ſo we bite at the Stone, and neglect 


him that threw it. If we take a Blow at our E- 


qual, we return it with Uſury: If of a Prince, we 


repine not. What Matter is it, if Gop kill me, 
whether he do it. by an Ague, or by the Hand of 
a Tyrant? Again, in Expectation of Good, to 
look to the firſt Cauſe, without Care of the ſecond, 
. Idleneſs, and cauſeth Want. As we cannot 
help our ſelves, without Gop: So Gop will not 


ordinarily help us, without our ſelves. In both, I 


will look up to Gop, without repining at the 


Means in one, or truſting them in the other. 


: 
| XXXIII | 


© £#F % 
* 


5 I wats not-be.ſo merry 2a to. forget Gon; nor 


ſo ſorrowful, as to forget my telf. 
9 855 22 755 f 1. : | 


4s nothing makes ſo firong and mortal Hoſtili- 


ty, as Diſcord in Religion: So nothing in the 
World unites Mens Hearts fo firmly, as the Bond 
of Faith. For, whereas there are three Grounds 
of Friendſhip, Virtue, Pleaſure, Profit z and by 
all Confeſſions, that is the ſureſt, which is upon 
Virtue: It muſt needs follow, that what is 
grounded on the beſt, and moſt heavenly V irtue, 
muſt be the faſteſt : Which, as it unites Man to 
God ſo inſeparably, that no Temptations, no Tor- 
ments, not all the Gates of Hell can ſever him; fo 
it unites one Chriſtian Soul to another ſo firmly, 
that no outward Occurrences, no Imperfections in 


the Party loved, can diſſolve them. 


Tax Duty, that is deferred upon a Conceit of 
preſent Unfitneſs, at laſt grows irkſome; and 
thereupon altogether neglected. I will not ſuffer 


my Heart to entertain the leaſt Thought of _ 


LY 


L* 
Q- " 
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ing towards the Taſk of Devotion: But vi 
break through any Unwillingneſs; not without a 
deep Check to my elf, for my Backwardneſs. 
* fry oh XXXVIL . 
Tuovon Time be precious to me (as all irre- 
vocable Things 3 to be) and of all other 
Things, I would not be laviſh of it; yet I will ac- 
count no Time loſt, that is either 1 Any or be- 
ſtowed ren my Friend. 1 


"XXXVI... , 


Ir is both a Miſery and e Stiame for i Mints 
be a Bankrupt in Love: which he may eably pay, 
and be never the more impoveriſhed. | I will be in 
no Man's Debt, for Will: But will at leaſt 
return every Man his own Meaſure, if mot with 


Ulury. 
 XXXVILL 101 
Tus wicked Man Þ = oer 
Enemy: Of beer Thing. Of God; becauſe he is his 
Satan, becauſe he is his Tormen- 


God's Creatures, becauſe: ey (ne (joini 
with their Maker) fight againſt him: Of himſel 


Neb 


S becauſe he bears — him his own Accuſer and 


Executioner. The y Man contrarily, is a- 
fraid of nothing. Not of Gon, becauſe he knows 
Him his beſt Friend, and therefore will not hurt 
him: Not of Satan, becauſe he cannot hurt him: 
Not of Afflictions, becauſe he knows they proceed 
from a loving Gop, and tend to his own Good: 
Not of the Creatures, ſince the oy for of the 
Field are in League with him: of himſelf, 
ſince his Conſcience is at Peace. A wicked Man 
my by pe becauſe he knows not what he hath 
to fear; or deſperate, through Extremi 4 
But, truly cou he cannot be. | 
cannot chooſe but be falſe · hearted. Wyong: ever, 8 


B 2 my 
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my Courage, make Trial of my Faith. By how 
much more I fear, by ſo much leſs I believe. 


XXXIX. 

A BrII EVER hath three Eyes: The firſt of 
Senſe, common to him with brute Creatures: 
The ſecond of Reaſon, common to all Men: The 
third of Faith, proper to his Profeſſion: Whereof 
each looketh beyond other; and none of them 
meddleth with others Objects. For, neither doth 
the Eye of Senſe reach to intelligible 72 and 
Matters of Diſcourſe: Nor the Eye of Reaſon to 
thoſe Things which are ſupernatural and ſpiritual: 
Neither doth Faith look down, to Things that 
may be ſenſibly ſeen. If thou diſcourſe to a brute 
Beaſt of the Depths of Philoſophy, never fo plain - 
Iy, he underſtands not, becauſe they are beyond 
the View of his Eye, which is only of Senſe. If 
to a meer carnal Man, of Divine Things; he per- 
ceiveth not the Things of Gop: Neither indeed 
can do, becauſe they are ſpiritually difcerned, And 
therefore no wonder if thoſe Things ſeem unlikely, 
incredible, impoſſible to him, which the ſpiritual 
Man doth as plainly ſee, as his Eye doth any ſen- 
fible Thing. Tell a plain Country-man, that the 
Sun, or ſame Star is much bigger than his Cart- 
wheel; or, at leaſt, ſo many Scores bigger than 
the whole Earth; he laughs thee to Scorn.. Let 

the Scholar, by the Eye of Reaſon, doth as plainly 
ſee this Truth as that his Hand is bigger than his 
Pen. What a thick Miſt, yea, what a palpable, 
and more than Egyptian Darkneſs, doth the natu- 
ral Man live in! What à World is there that he 
doth not ſee at all! And how little doth. he fee in 
this, which is his. proper Element! There is no 
bodily Thing, but the brute Creatures ſce as well 
as he; and ſome of them better. As for his Eye 
of Reaſon, how dim is it in thoſe Things which 
are beſt fitted to it! What one Thing is there in 

| Nature, 
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Nature, which he doth' perfectly know? What 
Herb, or Flower, or Worm that he treads on, is 
there, whoſe true Eſſence he knoweth? No, not 
ſo much as what is in his own Boſom; what it is, 
where it is, or whence it is that gives Being to 
himſelf. But, for thoſe Things which concern the 
beſt World, he doth not ſo much as confuſedly ſee 
them; neither knoweth whether they be. He ſees 
no Whit into the great and awful Majeſty of Gop. 
He diſcerns Him not in all his Creatures, filling 
the World with his infinite and glorious Prelerice, 
He ſees not his wiſe Providence, over-ruling all 
Things, diſpoſing all caſual Events, ordering all 
ſinful Actions of Men to his own: Glory, He 
comprehends nothing of the „Majeſty, 
Power, and Mercy of the Saviour of the World, 


ſitting in his Humanity at his Fathers Nigtu- 
He ſees not the ante int at 
the glorified Souls of the Saints. Ie feces not the 


whole heavenly Common-wealth of Angels (aſ- 
cending and deſcending to Gop's Children). weit- 
ing upon Him at all Times inviſibly (not excluded 
with Cloſeneſs of Priſons, nor Deſolateriefs'of Wil- 
derneſſes) and the Multitude of evil Spirits 1 
and ſtanding by him, to terbpt him to Evil: But, 
like the fooliſh Bixd when he hath hid his Head 
that he ſees no Body, he thinks himſelf unſeen; 
and then counts himſelf ſolitary, when his Eye can 
meet with no Companion. It was not without 
Cauſe, that we call a meer Fool a Natural. For 
however Worldlings have ſtill thought Chriſtians 
God's Fook, we know them the Fools of the 
World. The deepeft Philoſopher that ever was, 
is but an ignorant Sot, to the  fimpleſt Chriſtian. 
For the eſt Chriſtian may, by plain Informa- 
tion, ſee ſomewhat. into the greateſt Myſteries of 
Nature, becauſe he hath the Eye of Reaſon com- 
mon with the beſt: But the beſt Philoſopher, by 
all the Demonſtration in the World, can conceive” 
171 B 3 nothing 


18 MEepiTAT1oONs and Vows: 


nothing of the Myſterics of Godlineſs, becauſe he 
utterly wants the Eye of Faith. Though my In- 
fight into Matters of the World be ſo ſhallow, that 
my Simplicity moveth Pity unto others; it ſhall be 
my Rahe. that I ſee further into better Mat- 
ters. t which I ſee not, is worthleſs, and de- 
ſerveth little better than Contempt: That which I 
ſee, is unſpeakable, ineſtimable, for Comfort, for 


Glory 
n XI. 


. CHRIST raiſed three dead Men to Life: One, 
newly departed ; another, on the Bier; a third, 
ſmelling in the Grave: To ſhew us that no De- 
77 of Death is ſo deſperate, that it is paſt Help. 

ly Sins are many, and great: Yet if they were 
more, they are far below the Mercy of Him that 
hath remitted them, and the Value of his Ranſom 
that hath payed ſor them. A Man hurts himſelf 

moſt 8 But we _ do Gop a 
greater Wrong, than to deſpair of Forgiveneſs. It 
is a double Inv to Gop, firſt, that we offend 
his Juſtice 3 then, that we wrong his 


| ar, 01,6. 12S: . 

Ir was not for nothing that the wiſe Creator of 
all Things placed Gold and Silver under our Feet, 
and hath hid them low in the Bowels of the Earth, 
that they cannot without great Labour be either 
found, or gotten: Whereas He hath placed the 
nobleſt Part of his Creation above our Heads, 
and open to our View: Wherein, what did he 
eſe intend, but to draw. away our Minds from 
thoſe worthleſs, and yet hidden Treaſures, and to 
call them to the Contemplation of thoſe better 
Things, which (beſide their Beauty) are more 
obvious to us, that in them we may fee and ad- 
mire the Glory of their Maker, and withall ſeek 

| our 
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our own? How do theſe Men wrong them- 
ſelves, and miſconſtrue Gop, who bend them- 
ſelves wholly to the Seeking of thoſe Earthly Com- 
modities, and no more mind Heaven, than if there 
were none? If we could imagine a Beaſt to have 
Reaſon, how could he be more abſurd? How eaſy, 
is it to obſerve, that ſtill the higher we go, the. 
more Purity and Perfection we find! So Earth is 
the very Droſs of all the Elements: Water ſome- 
what more pure than it; yet more feculent than 
the Air above it: The lower Air les pure than the. 
upper Regions; and yet, theſe, far inferior to the 
loweſt Heavens: Which again are more exceeded 
by the glorious Seat of Gop, the Heaven of the 
uſt! Yet theſe brutiſh Men take * Reſt in 
the loweſt and worſt of all Gop's Workmanſhip; 
not regarding that, which, with it's own Glory, 
can make them happy. Heaven is the proper 
Place of my Soul: 1 Ain ſend it up thither con- 
tinually in my Thoughts, whilſt it ſojourns with 
me, before it go to dwell there for ever. wh 


A Man need not care for more Knowledge, 
than to know himſelf: He needs rio more Pleaſure, 
than to content himſelf: No more Victory, than 
to overcome himſelf: No more Riches, than to 
enjoy himſelf; ſo it be all in Gop. What Fools 
are they that ſeek to know all other Things, and 
are Strangers to themſelves? That ſeek altogether 
to ſatisfy other Men's Humours, with their own” 
Diſpleaſure: That ſeek to vanquiſh Kingdoms, 
when they are not Maſters of themſelves; that have 
no Hold of their own Hearts, yet ſeck to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of all outward: Commodities Go: Home 
to thy ſelf, firſt, vain Heart: And when thou 
haſt made ſure Work there, in knowing, con- 
tentin — enjoying thy ſelf, ſpend all the 
2 of thy I ime and Labour, upon others. 
et: XLIII. THE 
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Tun Way to Heaven, is like that which Jona- 
than and his Armour-Bearer paſſed, betwixt two 
Rocks; one Bozex, the other Seneb; that is, foul 
and thorny : Whereto we muſt make ſhift to climb 
on our Hands and Knees ; but when we are come 
up, there is Victory and Triumph. Gop's Chil- 
dren have three Suits of Apparel, whereof two are 
worn daily, on Earth; the third laid up for them 
in the Ward-robe of Heaven. They are ever either 
in Black, mourning; in . perſecuted; or in 
White, glorious. Any ſhall be pleaſant to 
me, that leads unto fuch an 1 fo It matters not, 
what Rags, or what Colours I wear with Men; ſo WW 
I may walk with my Saviour in le and reign 
with Him in Glory. * 
XIIV. 


Tazzs is nothing more eaſy, than to ſa — 
. — rote; ind 20 diſcourſe of ſpiritual ers 
from the Tongue or Pen of Others: But to — 
God ſpeak it to the Soul, and to feel the Power 
of Religion in our ſelves, and to expreſs it out of 
Truth and Experience within, is both rare, and 
hard. It will never be well wich me, till found: 
Experience hath really catechiſed my Heart, and 
made me know Gop and my Saviqur, otherwiſe 
than by Words; I will never . quiet till I can 
fee, and feel, and tate God: il Hearing] will 
account as only. ſerving to eff my 
10 only to W it. 

XLV. WO + | nel 

Turn is no Enemy can hurt us, but by our 

own Hands. Satan could not hurt us, if our o6n 


Corruption betray'd us not: Afflictions cannot hurt 


us without our own Impatience : Temptations can- 
not hurt us without our own yielding: Death could 


A EIS > I WO CEA 


MEDTTATIONS and Vows. 27 


Sin could not hurt us, without our own Impeni- 

tence. How might I defy all R if I could ob- 
tain not 4 be my own Enemy? T love my ſelf too 
wy on yet not enough. O Gop teach me to 
but ſo well 8 Thou wilbeſt me, Fig 


XL VI. ; 
* and Sorrow are hard to conceal; as * 
the Countenance, ſo from the Tongue: Every Man 
therefore ſpeaks of his own Pleaſure and Care: The 
Hunter of his Games; the Plough- man of his 
Team; the Soldier of his March, and Colours. 
If the Heart were as full of Gon, the Tongue 
could not refrain to talk of Him. The Rarenefs 
of Chriſtian Communication, argues the common 
Poverty of Grace. If Chrift be not in our Hearts, 
we are Godleſs: If He be there without our Joy, 
we are ſenſeleſs: If we rejoice in Him, and ſpeak 
not of Him, we are ſhamefully unthankful. "ny 
Man taketh,. yea raiſeth Occaſion to bring in 
h of what he liketh. As I will think of Thee 
ways, O Lond, ſo it fhall be my Joy to ſpeak of 
Thee: And if I ind not nn, 1 — 


it. 
XLVIL 


SATAN would ſeem to be mannerly aniives- 
ſonable ;zmaking as if he would be content with one 
Half of the Heart, whereas Gop challengeth. all 
or none. He that made all, claims all: And Satan 
knows, that If he have any Part, God will have 
none: ſo, the whole filler to his Share alone. 
My Heart, when it oy whole and at the beſt, is but 
a {trait and unworth ing for Gop: If i it were 
bigger and. better, 2 5 reſerve it all for Him. 
Satan may look in at inp Doors by a Temptation: 
But, he ſhall not have ſo much as one Chamber- 
Room ſet apart for him to ſojourn in. 


XI. vll. wuar 
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XLVII. 
WHAT ſtrange Variety of Actions doth the Eye 
of God ſee at once, round about the Compaſs of 
of the Earth, and within it! Some building Houſes; 
Tome delving for Metals; ſome marching in 
Troops, or encamping one againſt another; ſome 
bargaining in the Market; ſome travelling on their 
Way; ſome praying in their Cloſets; others quaff- 
ing at the Tavern; ſome rowing in the Gallies; 
others dallying in their Chambers; and in ſhort, 
as many different Actions as Perſons; yet all have 
one common Intention of Good to themſelves ; 
true in ſome; but in moſt, imaginary. The glort- | 
fied Spirits have but one uniform Work, wherein 
they all join; The Praiſe of their Creator. This 
Difference betwixt the Saints above, and 
below: They above are both free from Buſineſs 
and Diſtraction: Theſe below are free, though not 
abſolutely, from Diſtraction, not all from Buſineſs. 
Paul could think of the Cloak that he left at Troas; 
and of the Shaping of his Skins for the Tents: 
Yet through theſe he lookt fill at Heaven: This 
World was made for Buſineſs: My Actions muſt 
vary according to my Occaſions: My End ſhall 
be but one, and the fame now on Earth, that it 
muſt be one Day in Heaven. 


XLIX. | | 

IT is the wonderful Mercy of Gop, both to 
forgive us our Debts to Him in our Sins, and to 
make Himſelf a Debtor to us in his Promiſes. So 
that both Ways the faithful Soul may be ſure; ſince 
He neither calleth for thoſe Debts, which He hath 
once forgiven; nor withdraws thoſe Favours, and 
that Heaven which he hath promiſed: But as He is 
a merciful Creditor to forgive, ſo He is a true 
Debtor to pay whatſoeyer he hath - undertaken; 
Whence it is come to paſs, that the penitent Sin- 
ner , owes nothing to Gop but Love and Obedi- 
ence, 
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ence, and Gon owes ſtill much and all to him: 
For He owes as much as He hath promiſed ; and 
what He owes by Virtue of this bleſſed Promiſe, 
we may. challenge. O infinite Mercy! He that 
lent us all we have, and in whoſe Debt-Books wes 


[4 


will I as confident] 
deſerved it. Promiſe i 


Tut eldeſt of our Fore-Fathers lived not fo 
much as a Day to God, to whom a thouſand 


Years is as no more; we live but as an Hour to 
the Day of our Fore-Fathers; for if nine hundred: 
and Years but their Day, our fourſcore 
is but the twelfth Part of it: And yet of this our 
Hour we live ſcarce a Minute to Gon. For take 
away all that Lime that is conſumed in fleepi 
dreſſing, feeding, talking, ſporting; of that li 
Time there can remain not much more than No- 
thing: Yet the moſt ſeek. Paſtimes to haſten; it. 
Thoſe which ſeek to mend the Pace of Lime, ſpur. 
a running Horſe. I had more need to redeem it 
with double Care and Labour, than to ſeck how 
to ſell it for Nothing. r. ** 


EAch is a new Life, and an A dev 
— x I will fo live, —— 
Day my firſt, and my laſt: As if 1 
but then, and then ſhould live no more afterwards. 


| IE 

On Infancy is full of Folly; Youth, of Dif- 
order and Toil; Age, of Infirmity. Each Time 
hath his Burden: Yet Infagcy longeth after Youth; 
and Youth after more Age; And he that is ye. 
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old, as he is a Child for Simplicity, ſo he would 
be for Years. I account old Age the beſt of the 
three; partly, for that it hath paſſed through the 
Folly and Diſorder of the others; partly, for that 
che nveniences of this are but bodily, with a 
better State' of the Mind; and partly, for that it is 
neareſt to Diſſolution. There is nothing more 
miſerable,” than an old Man that would be young 
again. It was an Anſwer, worthy of Petrarch, 
who when his Friend bemoaned his Age, telling 
him he was ſorry to ſee him look ſo Old, replied: 
Nay, be forry rather that ever I was Young. 


LIH. 


TI am a Stranger here below, my Home is a- 
bove; yet I think too well of theſe Vanities, and 
cannot think enough of my Home. O Gop, 
what Happineſs haff Thou prepared for thy Cho- 
fen? What a Purchaſe was this, worthy of the 
Blood of ſuch a Sayiour? As yet I do but look to- 
wards it afar off: But it is eaſy to fee by the Out- 


fide, how goodly it is Within: Although as thine 


Houſe on Earth, ſo that Above hath more Glory 
within, than can be bewrayed by the outward Ap- 
pearance. The outer Part of thy Tabetnacle here 


below, is but an earthly and baſe Subſtance; but 


within, it is furniſhed with a living, ſpiritual, and 
heavenly Gueſt : So the outer Heavens, though 
they be as Gold to all other material Creatures; 
yet they are but Droſs to Thee: Yet how are even 
the out-moſt Walls of that Houſe of thine, beauti- 
hed with glorious Lights, whereof every one is a 
World for Bigneſs, and as an Heaven for Good- 
lineſs! Oh, teach me by this to long after, and 
wonder at the inner Part, before Thou letteſt me 
come in to behold it. 
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LIV. : 

Men; for the moſt Part, would neither die nor 
be Old. When we ſee an aged Man that hath” 
over-lived all the Teeth of his Gums, the Hair of 
his Head, the Sight of his Eyes, the Taſte of his 
Palate; we profeſs, we would not live till we prove 
Burdens to our deareſt Friends, and our felves: 
Yet if it be put to our Choice what Year we 
would die, we ever ſhift it off till the next. Na- 
ture hath nothing to' plead for this Folly, but that 
Life is ſweet: Wherein we give Occafion of re- 
newing that ancient Check, whereby that' primi- 
tive Viſion taxed the Timorouſneſs of the ſhrink- 
ing Confeſſors; Ye would neither live to be Old,” 
nor die ere your Age: What ſhould I do with 

ou? The Chriſtian muſt not think it enough to 
endure the Thought of Death with Patience, but 
muſt voluntarily call it into his Mind with Joy; 
not only abiding it ſhould come, but wiſhing that 


it might come. I will not leave till T can reſolve, 


if I might die To-day, not to live till To-morrow. 


2 1 
_ THERE was never Age that more b d of 


Knowledge, and yet never any that had leſs Sound- 


neſs. He that knows not Gop, knoweth nothing; 


and he that loves not Gop, knows Him not: For 


He is fo ſweet, and infinitely full of Delight, that 
whoever knows Him, cannot chooſe but” affect 
Him. The little Love of Gop chen argues the” 
t Ignorance even of thoſe who profeſs Know- - 
edge. I will not ſuffer my Affections to run be- 
fore my Knowledge: For then J ſhall love faſhion- 
ably only, becauſe I hear God is worthy'of Loves 
* ſo. be ſubject to Relapſes: But 1 will ever lay 
Knowledge as the Ground of my Love. So, as I 
7 in Divine Knowledge, I ſhall profit in an 
eavenly Zeal. 
Vor. VII. ER LVL. Twosz 
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LYL 3: C 


THose that are all in Exhortation, no Whit in 
Doctrine, are like to them that ſnuff the Candle, 
but pour not in Oil. Again, thoſe that are all 
in Doctrine, nothing in — drown the 
Wick in Oil, but light it not. Doctrine, with- 
out Exhortation, makes Men all Brain, no Heart. 
Exhortation, without Doctrine, makes the Heart 
full, leaves the Brain empty. Both together, 
makes a Man: One makes a Man Wiſe; the o- 
ther, Good. One ſerves that we may know our 
Duty; the other, that we may perform it. I will 
labour in both: But I know not in whether more. 


Men cannot practiſe, unleſs they know; and they 


know in vain, if they practiſe not. 
: LVIL. 


THERE be two Things in every good Work; 
Honour. and - Profit. The latter, Gop beſtows 
upon us; the former, He keeps to Himſelf. The 
Profit of our Works, redoundeth not to Gop. My 
Well-doing extendeth not to thee. The Honour 
of our Work may not be allowed us. My Glory 
I will not give to another. I will not abridge 
Gop of his Part, that He may not bereave me of 


mine. 
LVIII. 
THE idle Man is the Devil's Cuſhion, on 


which he taketh his free Eaſe: Who, as he is un- 
capable of any Good, ſo he is fitly diſpoſed for all 


Evil. If I do but little Good to others by my En- 


_ deavours, yet this is great Good to me, that by 


my Labour I keep my ſelf from Hurt. 
| LIX.. . 
Ir a Man refer all Things to himſelf, nothing 


ſeems enough: If all Things to Gop, any 1 
| are 


- 
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ſure will content him of earthly Things; but in 
Grace, he is inſatiable. I will not ſuffer mine 
Eyes and Mind to be bound with theſe viſible 

hings; but ſtill look through theſe, at Gon, 
who is the utmoſt Scope of them: Accounting 
them only as a Thorough-fare to paſs by, not as 


an Habitation to reſt in. 


LX. 


THERE is nothing beſide Life, that is diminiſh- 
ed by Addition. Every Moment we live longer, 
is ſo much taken out of our Life. It increaſeth 
and diminiſheth only by Minutes, and therefore is 

not perceived: The forte Steps it taketh, the 
more lily it paſſeth. Time ſhall not ſo ſteal upon 
me, that I ſhall not diſcern it, and catch it by the 


| Fore-lock ; nor ſo ſteal from me, that it Car- _ - 


with it no Witneſs of his Paſſage in my Pro- 
ciency. 5 ” 
WEN LXI 


IT was a juſt Doubt of Phocion, who when the 
People praiſed him, aſked, What Evil have I done? 
I will ftrive to deſerve Evil of none: but not de- 

ſerving ill, it ſhall not grieve me to hear III of 
thoſe that are Evil. I'know no greater Argument 
of Goodneſs, than the Hatred of a wicked Man 


LXIE _ | 

A Max that comes hungry to his Meal, feeds 
heartily on the Meat ſet before him, not regard- 
ing the Platter wherein it is ſerved; who after- 
wards begins ny ur. with the Diſh,” or to read Sen- 
tences on his Trencher. Thoſe Auditors which 
can find nothing to do, but note elegant Words, 
or perhaps an ill Geſture in a pithy Speech, argue 
themſelves full, ere they came to the Feaſt : and 
therefore go away _— little Pleaſure, no "Te 

| 2 
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In hearing others, my only Intention ſhall be, to 
feed my Mind with ſolid Matter: if my Ear can 
ym ought by the Way, I will not grudge it; but 
will not intend it. 
\ __» LXIIL. 


A CunisTIAN, for the ſweet Fruit he bears to 
Gop and Men, is compared to the Nobleſt of all 
Plants, the Vine. Now, as the moſt generous 
Vine, if it be not-pruned, runs out into many ſu- 
_ perfluous Stems, and grows. at laſt weak and fruit- 
leſs: ſo doth. the beſt Man, if he be not cut ſhort 
of his Deſires, and pruned with Afflictions. If it 
be painful to Bleed, it is worſe to wither. Let 
me be pruned, that I may grow, rather than be 


cut up to burn. 
LXIV. 


I oBstErRvE Three Seaſons, wherein a wiſe Man 
diſters not from a. Fool; in his Infancy, in Sleep, 
and in Silence: for in the two former we are all 
Fools; and in Silence all are wiſe. In the two 
former, there may be Concealment of Folly x but 
the "Tongue is a Blab: there cannot be any Kind 
of Folly, either ſimple, or wicked, in the Heart, 
but the Tongue will bewray it. He cannot be 
wiſe that ſpeaks without Senſe, or out of Seaſon, 
nor he known for a Fool that ſays Nothing. It is 
a great Miſery to be a Fool: — this is yet er, 
_ a Man cannot be a Fool, but he muſt it. 

urely, he is not a Fool that hath unwiſe Thoughts 
br that utters them. | 


EXV. 


I. ca do Nothin without a Million of Wit-. 

neſſes: The Confcience is as a thouſand Witneſſes; 
and God is as a thouſand Conſciences: I will 
therefore ſo deal with Men, as knowing that Go D 
ſees. me; and ſo with Gop, as if the 'orld in | 
me:? 
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me: So with my ſelf and both of them, as know- 
ing that my Conſcience ſeeth me; and ſo with them 
all, as knowing I am always over-looked by my 
Accuſer, by my Judge. ; 
LXVI. 

Even the beſt Things ill uſed, become Evils; 
and the worſt Things uſed well, prove Good. A 
good Tongue, uſed to Deceit; a good Wit, uſed 
to defend Error; a ſtrong Arm, to Murther ; Au- 
thority, to oppreſs; are "al Evil: yea, Gop's own 
Word is the Sword of the Spirit; which if it kill 
not our Vices, kills our Souls. Contrariwiſe, V's 
| Poiſons are uſed to wholeſome Medicine) Affli 
ons and Sins, by a good Uſe, prove fo Dinah as 
Nothing more. Words are as they are taken, and 
bo. 18 as they are uſed, There are even curſ- 

Bleſſings: O Ne rather give me no Fa- 
4D than not Grace to uſe them. If I want 
them, Thou requireſt not what Thou doſt not 
give: but if T havethem, and want their Uſe, thy 

ey proves my Judgment. 


LXVIL 

Max is the Beſt of all theſe 1 OE Creatures; 
| 7 et lives in more Sorrow and Diſcontent, than the 
orſt of them: while that Reaſon wherein he ex- 
cells them, and by which he might make Advan- 
tage of his Life, he abuſes to a ſuſpicious Diſtruſt. 
How many haſt thou found of the Fowls of the 
Air, lying dead in the Way for want of Proviſions? 
They eat, and reſt, and ling, and want Nothing. 
Man, which hath far better Means to live comfort- 
ably, toileth, and careth, and wanteth ; whom yet 
his Reaſon alone might wack that He that careth 
for theſe lower Creatures, will much more provide 
for Man. There is an holy Careleſsneſs; free 
from Idleneſs; free from Diſtruſt. In theſe earthl7 

Things, I'will fo depend on Maker, that my 

Truſt in Him may not — 24 all my Labour; 
> | C . and 
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and yet ſo labour, upon my Confidence on Him, 
as my Endeavour may be void of Perplexity. 


| LXVIIL e 

I nave ſeen ſome afflict their Bodies with wil 
ful Famine ,, and. Scourges of their own making. 
Gop ſpares me that Labour; for He whips me 
daily with the Scourge of a weak Body; and ſome- 


times with ill Tongues. He holds me ſhort many 
Times of the Feeling of his comfortable Preſence , 
which is, in Truth, ſo much more miſerable an 
Hunger than that of the Body, by how much the 
Soul is more tender, and the Food denied, more 
excellent. He is my Father, infinitely , wiſe, to 
proportion my Correction to my Eſtate ; and infi- 


nitely loving, in fitting me with a due Meaſure. 


Let me learn to make a right Uſe of his Correcti- 
ons, and I ſhall not Need to correct my Self. And 
if it ſhould pleaſe Gop to remit his Hand a little, 
1 will govern my Body, as a Maſter, not as a Ty- 


rant. 
Ir Gop had not ſaid, Bleſſed are thoſe that hun- 


Fer, I know not what could keep weak Chriſtians 


from Deſpair. Many Times, all I can do, is to 


find and complain that I want Him, and wiſh to re- 
cover Him. Now this is my Stay, that He in Mercy 
eſteems us not only by Having, but by Deſiring allo ; 
and, after a Sort, accounts us to have that which 


we want, and defire to have. Let me defire {till 
more; and I know I ſhall not deſire always. There 


was never Soul miſcarried with longing after Grace. 
O bleſſed Hunger, that ends always in Fulnefs! I 
am forry that I can but hunger; and yet I would 


not be full; for the Bleſſing is promiſed to the 
Hungry. Give me more, LoRD, but ſo as I may 


hunger more. Let me hunger more, and I know 
I ſhall be ſatisfied. | 
LXX. HELL 


* 
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” LXX. . 
HELL it ſelf is ſcarce a more obſcure Dungeon, 


in Compariſon of the Earth, than Earth is in Re- 
& of Heaven. Here, the Moſt ſee nothing, and 


the Beſt ſee little: Here Half our Life is Night; and 


our very Day is Darkneſs, in Reſpect of God. 

The true Light of the World and the Father of 
Lights dwelleth above: There is the Light of 
Knowledge to inform us, and the Light of Joy to 
comfort us; without, all Change of Darkneſs. 
There was never any-Captive loved his Dungeon, 
and complained when he muſt be brought out to 
Light and Liberty: Whence then is this unnatural . 


Madneſs in Men, that we delight ſo much in this 


unclean, dark-Priſon of Earth; and think not of 
our Releaſe. to that glorious Paradiſe, without 


Grief and Repining? It is hence we are ſure we 
are not perfectly well here: If we could be as 


ſure we!ſhould be better above, .we would not fear 


\ Cad. 


ſure 


changing. Our Senſe tells us, we have ſome Plea- 

— ; and we have not Faith to aſſure us of 
more Pleaſure above: And hence we ſettle our 
ſelves to the preſent, with N of the future, 


_ tho! infinitely more excellent. The Heart follows 
the Eyes: And unknown Good is uncared for. O 

Lord, do Thou break through this Darkneſs of 
| Ignorance and Faĩthleſſneſs, wherewith I am com- 


fſed! Let me but ſee my Heaven, and I know 
ſhall deſire it! en ul. Fac 
LXXI. | 


'-To be carried away with an Affectation of Fame, 
is ſo abſurd, that I wonder it can be incident to 


any Man. For what a Mole-Hill of Earth is it, 
to which his Name can extend, when it is furtheſt 


carried by the Wings of Report? And how ſhort 


 _ a while doth it continue where it is once ſpread? 
Time, the Deyourer of his own Brood, conſumes 
both us and our Memories; not Braſs, nor M 


arble 
can 
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can bear Age. How many flattering Poets have 
promiſed Immortality of Name to their Princes, 
who are buried long ſince in Forgetful- 
neſs! Thoſe Names and Actions, that are once on 
the File of Heaven, are paſt the Danger of Defacing. 
I will not care whether I be remembred, or for- 
gotten among Men, if my Name and good Acti- 
ons live with God in the Records of Eternity. 


LXXII. 

THERE is no Man, nor Place free from Spirits, 
although they teſtify their Preſence by viſible Ef- 
fects but in . ew. —— Man entertains Angels, 
though not in viſible Shapes, as Abraham and Lat. 
The evil Ones do nothing but provoke us to fin, 
and plot Miſchiefs —_—_ us, by caſting in our 
Way dangerous Objects, and by ſuggeſting ſinful 
Motions, ſtirring up Enemies againſt us, amongſt 
Men, frighting us in our ſelves, accuſing us to 
Gop. On the contrary, the good Angels are 
ever removing our Hindrances from Good, and 
our Occaſions of Evil, mitigating our Temptati- 
ons; helping us againſt our Enemies; delivering 
us from Dangers; comforting us in Sorrows; fur- 
thering our good Purpoſes; and at laſt carrying our 
Souls to Heaven. It would affright a weak Chriſ- 
tian that knows the Power and Malice of wicked 
Spirits, to confider their Preſence, and Number; 
but when with the Eyes of Eliſba's Servants, he 
ſees thoſe on his Side as preſent, as diligent, more 
powerful; he cannot but take Heart again: eſpeci- 
ally it he conſider, that neither of them is without 
Gop, limiting the one the Bounds of their Temp- 
tation; directing the other in the Safeguard of his 
Children. Whereupon, though there be many Le- 
gions of Devils, and every.one of them more ſtrong 
than many Legions of Men, and more malicious 
than ſtrong, yet the little Flock of Gop's 8 

1 | iv 
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liveth and proſpereth. I have ever with me invi- 
ſible Friends and Enemies. The Conſideration of 

mine Enemies ſhall keep me from Security, and 
make me fearful of doing ought to advantage them. 
The Conſideration of my ſpiritual. Friends ſhall 
comfort me againſt the Terror of the other; ſhall 
remedy my Solitarineſs; ſhall make me weary of 
doing Ought undecently, grieving rather, that I 
have ever heretofore made them turn away their 
Eyes, for Shame of that, whereof I have not been 
aſhamed; that I have no more enjoyed their Soci- 
ety; that I have been no more aftected with their 
Preſence. What though I ſee them not? I believe 
them. I were no Chriſtian, if my Faith, were got 
as ſure as my Senſe. a $6 70d: 


LXXIII. 

EARTH, which is the baſeſt Element, is both 
our Mother that brought us forth, our. Stage that 
us alive, and our Grave , wherein at laſt 
we are entomb'd; giving to us both our Original, 
our Harbour, our Fepulchre She hath yielded her 
Back to bear Thouſands of Generations; and at 
laſt hath open d. her Mouth to ,recelve them; fo 
ſwallowing them up, that ſhe ſtill both beareth more 
and looks for more; not bewray ing any Change in 
herſelf, whilſt ſhe ſo oft has changed her Brood, 
and her Burden. It is a Wonder we can be proud 
of our Parentage, or of our ſelves, while we fee 

the Baſeneſs of the Earth, whence we originall 
came. What Difference is there? Livin . 
treads upon dead Earth, and 9 deſ- 


cends into the Grave, as ſenſeleſs and dead, as the 


Earth that receives it. Not many are proud of 
their Souls; and none but Fools can be proud of 
their Bodies. While we walk and look upon the 
Earth, we cannot but 8 ſenſible Admo- 
nitions of Humility; and while we remember 


them, 
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them, we cannot forget our ſelves. It is a Mother- u 
like Favour of the Earth, that ſhe bears and nou- = 
riſhes me, and at the laſt entertains my dead Car- 

caſe: But it is a greater Pleaſure, that ſhe teach- 
eth me my Vileneis by her own, and ſends me to 


Heaven, for what ſhe wants. 


HEAVEN 


. 
OA 


1 


etc ett 


Ses 
SECT. I. 
Cenſure of PHILOSOPHERS. 


FHEN I had ſtudiouſiy read over the 
Writings of ſome wiſe Heathens, I muſt 
cConfeſs, 1 found a little Envy and Pity. 

I envied Nature in them, to ſee her ſo witty in 
Deviſing ſuch plauſible Refuges for doubting and 


troubled Minds: I pitied 2 to ſee that their 
_ careful : 


VP — — — — 
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careful Diſquiſition, led them in the End but to 
mere Unquictneſs. If Seneca could have had Grace 


to his Wit, what Wonders would he have done in 


this Kind? As he was, this he hath gained: Never 
any Heathen wrote more divinely: Never any Phi- 
loſopher more probably. Neither would J ever 
defire better Maſter, if to this Purpoſe I needed ho 
ocker Miſtreſs than Nature. But this in Trutfl is 
a Taſk, which Nature hath never without Pre- 
ſumption undertaken, and never performed with- 
out much Imperfection. And if ſhe could have 
effected it alone, I know not what Employment 
ſhe could have left for Grace, nor what Privilege 
it could haye been here below to be a Chriſtian, 
fince this that we ſeek is the nobleſt Work of the 
Soul; the Sum of all human Deſires: which when 
we haye attained, then pyly we begin to live, and 
are ſure that we carinot thenceforth live miſerably, 
No Marvel then if all the Heathen have diligently 
ſought after it, many wrote of it, noneattained it. 
Not Athens muſt teach this Leſſon, but Jeruſalem. 


e eee eee 
SECT. II 
What TRANQUILLITY 25, and wheres 
in it conſiſts. dern 
7E pomething Grace ſcorneth' nbt td learn 
of Nature, as Maſes may take good Coyne! 


of a Midianite. * Nature häth ever had 
more Skill in the End, than in the Way to ir; and 


. * * r 


Or rather, Preventing Grace. 17 
| - whe- 
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2 whether ſhe have diſcourſed of the good Eſtate of 
e the Mind, which we call Trangui 

20 F 

r ET 

1 

er the Tromguilh of the Mind us as. 

0 Weather, ror dir no Wind ſtirreth, when the 


Waves do not tumultuouſly riſe and fall upon each 
other; but when the Face ee eee 
Waters is ſtill, fair, and - nad this Com-" 


SECT, m. 


5 Inſufficiency of Human brake, 
De 78 
We It . 
hath been ſought either in ſuch a c t 
— — 4 
no Diſtaſte to the Mind, while all earthly Th | 

- vary with the Weather, and have no Stay bur in 
U „ or in the natural Temper of the Soul, 
ſo order'd by human Wiſdom, as that it ſhould not 
be affected with any Events, fince that eannot by 
natural Power be -held like to it ſelf ;* but one 
While is 3 another While dull, 
comfortleſs. both which, ſince the wiſeſt Phi: 
loſophers have grounded all the Rules of their 
Tranquility, it is plain they ſaw it afar off, as they 
did Heaven it ſelf with . but 
Vor. VII. D knew 
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knew mot the Way to it. W hetcupon, alas, how- 
{light and impotent are the Remedies they preſcribe: 
for Unquictneſs! Sencca's Rules — „% We 
thould/ ever be employing ourſelves in ſome 
publick Affaits, chooſing our Buſineſs according 
© our Inclination, and proſecuting what we have 
choſen: Wherewith being at laſt cloyed, we ſhould 
retire to private Studies:? that in Reſpect of Patri- 
mony, we ſhould be but carelefsly' affected, fo 
drawing it in as it may be leaſt for Shew, molt for 
Ulez removing all Pomp, bridling our Hopes, cut- 
ting off Superfluitiesz. for Croſſes, to conſider that 
Cuſtum will abate them; that the beſt Things are 
but Chains and Burdens: to thoſe. that have them ; 
that the worſt Things have ſome Mixture of Com- 
fort. Next he adviſes a Man to account himſelf as 
a Tenant at Wall: To fore-imagine the Worſt in 
M cafunl Matters: T's avoid all idle and imperti- 
nent Buſineſſes; not to fix our ſelves upon any one 
State, ſo as to be impatient of a Change; to call 
ack the Mind from eutwatd Things, and draw 
it Home into it ſelf: To laugh at others Miſde- 
_ meanotirs: Not te depend upon others Opinions, 
dut to upon our own Bottoms: To make much 
of felves, 8 our Spirits with Variety 
of Recreatiens, with full Meals, and all other Ho- 
2 kidulgenee.” All cheſe in their Kinds pleaſe 
l, but are unable to effect that for which they 
afe Nature teacheth thee all. th 
ſhould be done; ſhe cannot teach thee to do them: 
and yet do all theſe and no more, let me never 
the greateſt Enemies of out Peace ſa much as de- 
ied aſar off, nor ure thoſe that are noted hereby 
prevented, that we cah promiſe dur {elves any 
all ſiniſter Events, is like to ſome ſkilful Fencer 
ho ſtands upon his uſual Wards, nnn. 
. | A 44% * 
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but if there comes an unwonted Blow, is put be- 
ave vm en of his Art, and with much Shame 
over-taken: And for thoſe that are known, be- 
lieve me the Mind of Man is t90 weak to-bear 
it out. mathe; it can be none but a Divine 
Power, that can u the Mind againſt che Rage 
of main AfMidtions; and yet the greateſt Croſſes 
are not the greateſt Enemies to mwufd Peace. Let 
us therefore look up above our ſelves, and from 
the Rules of an higher Art, ſu the Defects ot 
natural Wiſdom, giving ſuch infallible Directions 
for Tranquillity, that whoſoever ſhall follow, can. 
not but live ſweetly. To which Purpoſe-je ſhall 
be requiſite, firſt to remove all Cauſes of Ungquiet- 
neſs, and ( n | 


happy Reft. | 
eee. 
8 E C. T. W. ae 
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Ben es Y Brera Peace v deu 1 inte 
= bein Ranks. .. Hg - 7 | 


Fru ee e e eee er; 
Conſcience of Evil done, Senſe or Fear of +- 
vil ſuffored. The former in one Ward, we 


away, | 

ere the Heart can be at Reſt. For finſt, how can 

that Man be at Peace, that is at Variance with 

Cos and himſelf! How ſhould Peace: be (3op's 

Gift, if it could be withaut Him, if it could be 

inſt kim? fin 1 Ae xray 
2 


— 
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this Enmity, though it do not continually ſhew it 
ſelf, for that the Conſcience is not ever clamorous, 
et doth evermore work ſecret Unquietneſs to the 
cart. The guiity Man may have. a ſeeming 
Truce, a true he cannot have. Alas, what 
avails it to ſeek outward Reliefs, when thou haſt 
thine Executioner within thee ? If thou couldſt 
ſhift from thy ſelf, thou mighteſt have ſome Hope 
of Eaſe; thou [ſhale never want Furies ſo long as 
2 haſt 2 If. Yea, what if thou wouldſt run 
from thy Thy Soul may fly from thy Body, 
8 ill not fly . Soul, nor thy 


Sin from thy . Some Men indeed in 
che Bitterneſs of theſe Pangs of Sin, have leaped 
out of this private Hell that is in themſelves, into 
the common Pit, chooſing to venture upon the 
future Pains they feared, rather than to endure the 
preſent Horrors they felt: Wherein what have 
they gained, but to that Hell which was within 


them, a fecond Hell without? The Conſcience 
leaves not where the Fiends begin, but both join 
together in Torture. But there are ſome firm and 
obdurate Fore-heads, whoſe Reſolution can laugh 
their Sin out of Countenance. Believeſt thou that 
ſuch a Man's Heart laughs with his Face? Will 
not he dare be an * that durſt be a Vil- 
lain? Knoweſt thou not that there are thoſe who 
count it no Shame to Sin, yet count it a Shame to 
be check'd with Remorſe, eſpecially ſo as others 
Eyes may deſery? To whom Repentance ſeems 
Baſe- mindedneſs, unworthy of him that profeſſes 
Valour. Such a Man can grieve when none fees 
it, but himſclf can laugh when others fee it. Aſ- 
ſure thy ſelf that Man's Heart bleedeth, when his 
Face counterfeits a Smile. Or, if perhaps Cuſtom 
hatb bred Careleſſneſs in him, as uſual Whipping 
makes the Child not care for the Rod, yet an un- 

dane Exremiy of the Blow tall ſh Bla of 
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the Soul, and make the Back that is maſt harden'd, 
ſenſible of Smart: And the further the Blow is 
fetch'd through Intermiſkon of Remorſe, the harder 
it muſt needs alight: Therefore, I may confidently 
tell the careleſs Sinner, as that bold Traged:an aid 
to Pompey: The Time ſhall come wherein thou 
ſbalt fetch deep Sighs, and therefore ſhalt ſorrow 
deſperately, becauſe thou ſorroweuſt not ſooner.” - 


* 


e ee eee 
— R 
The. Remedy of an unquiet Conſcience. 5 


＋ ERE can be therefore 90 Peace wid 
econciliation; thou - canſt not be Friends 
with thy ſelf, till with Gop: For thy Con- 


5 * * 


ſcience, which is thy beſt Friend while thou ſin- 


eſt not, like an honeſt takes his Maſtcr's- 


Part againſt thee, when thou haſt finged. There 


can be no Reconciliation without Remiſſion. Gop 
can neither forget the Injury of Sin, nor dillemble 
Hatred. There can be no Remiſſion without Sa- 
tisfaction; neither dealeth Gop with us, as we 
Men with ſome deſperate Debtors, hom we alto- 
gether let go for Diſability, or at leaſt diſmiſs them 
upon an eaſy Compoſition. All Sins are Debts; 
all God's | muſt be diſcharg d. It is a bold 
Word ; but a true one; Cop could i. 
if any of his Debts ſhould, paſs unſatisfied. The 
Conceit of the profane Vulgar, makes him a Gon 
of all Mercies ; and- thereupon hopes for Pardon 
without Payment. Fond and ignorant Preſumꝑti- 
on, to disjoin Marcy and Juſtice in Him in whom 
de ann eh ee) r es make" Merey exceed 


3 Juſtice 
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Juſtice in Him, in whom both are infinite. Dureſt 
thou hope Gop can be ſo kind to thee,” as to be 
unjuſt to Himſelf? God will be juſt: Go thou on 
to preſume and periſh. * There can be no Satisfac- 
tion by any Recompence of outs: An infinite Juf- 
tice is offended, an infinite Puniſhment is deſerv- 
ed by every Sin, and every Man's Sins are as near 
to infinite, as Number can make them. Our beſt 
Endeavour is finite, imperfect, and faulty. If it 
could be perfect, we owe it all in preſent; what we 
arc bound to do in prefent, cannot make amends 
for what we have done in Time paſt: And where 
ſhall we then find a Payment of infinite Value, 
but in Him, who is only and all infinite? The 
Dignity. of whoſe Perſon — intinite, gave ſuch 
Worth to his Satisfaction, that what he faffered in 
thort Time, was proportionable to what he ſhould 
have ſuffered beyond all Times. He did all, _ 
ed All, pa yed" all, ſor us. 

Warn ſhilTbepints wonderat Phe, O Thou 
Divine eternal Peace-Maker, the Saviour of Men, 
the Anointed of Gop, Mediator between Gon and 
Man, in whom there is Nothing which doth not 
exceed not only the Conceit, but the very Wonder 
of Angels, who faw' thee in thy Humikation with 
Silence, and adore Thee in thy Glory with _ 
tual Praiſes! Fhou waſt for ever of Thy felf, as 
Gp; of the Father, as the Son; the eternal Son 
of an eternal Father; not later in Being, mot left 
in Dignity, nor other in Subftance.”” | 
without Diminution of Him that — . while 
he communicated that wholly to Thee, which he 
retained wholly in Himſelſ, becauſe both were infi- 
nite without Inequality of Nature, without Diviſi- 
oft of Eſſence; when — * this State, thine in- 
finite Love and Mercy to Mankind, 
cauſed Thee, O Saviour, to empty Thy ſelf of thy 
N that Thou mighteſt put on our Shame and 


Miſery. 
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eſt be a perſect Mediator betwixt Gon and 
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Miſery. Wherefore, not ceaſing to be Gop, thou 
to be Man; to the End that thou might» 


who wert Both in One Perſon; Gop, that Thou 
mighteſt ſatisfy ; Man, that Thou mighteſt ſuffer: 
That ſince Man had finned, and Gon was offend- 
ed, Thou which wert Gop and Man, mighteft 
ſatisfy Go for Man. None but Thy ſelf, which 
art the Eternal Word, can expreſs the of this 
Myſtery, that Go ſhould be cloathed with Fleſh, 


come down to Men, and become Man, that Man 


might be exalted into the higheſt Heavens and 
that our Nature might be taken into the Fellow. 
ſnip of the Deity. He to whom all Powers . 
in Heaven bowed, and t it their Honour to 
be ſerviceable, ſhould come down to be a Servant 
to his Slaves, a Ranſom for his Enemies; together 
with our Nature taking up our Infirmities, our 
Shame, our Torments, and bearing our Sins with- 
out Sin. That Thou, whom the Heavens were too 
ſtrait to contain, ſhouldſt lay thy ſelf in an ob- 
{cure 


perſecuted by Tyrants, tempted with Devils, be- 
tray'd of thy Servant, crucified among Thieves, 
and (which is worſe than all theſe) in thine own 
Apprehenfion , for the Time as forſaken of th 

Father! That Thou, whom our Sins had-pierced, 
ſhouldſt for our Sins, both ſweat Drops of Blood in 
the Garden, and pour out Streams of Blood 
the Croſs! O the invaluable Purchaſe of our Peace! 
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Prophet in the Time of thy Life upon Earth, an 
purchaſe it by thy Blood as a Prieſt at thy Death, 
and nom copfirmeſt and applicit it as a King in 
Heayen !'-By Thee only it was procured, by I hee 
it i proffered. O Mercy without Example, with- 
out Meaſure! Goo offers Peace to Man, the Holy 
ſeeks: to the Umuſt, the Potter to the Clay, the 
to the Traitor. We are unworthy that we 
mould be received to Peace thaugh we deſired it; 
what are we then that we ſhould have Peace offered 
for the Receiving? An eaſy Condition of fo great 
a-Benefitz He requires us not to carn it, but to ac- 
cept it of Him: [What-coald-He-gize ee 


re 
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n Purchaſe therefore wes aid tt A 
- muſt. be ſeverally reckoned to every Sou! 
whom it ſhall bene. If we have not an 
Hind to take what Chri//'s Hand doth either hold 
or offer, what is ſufficient in Him, cannot he effec- 
tual. to us. The ſpiritual Hand, whereby we ap- 
prehend.the ſweet Offers of our Saviour, is Faith, 
which, in ſhort, is no other than an Aftance in 
the Mediator: Receive Peace, and be Happy; Be- 
lieve, and thou haſt received. From hence it is 
that we are inteteſted in all that either Gon bath 
promiſed, or Ci hath performed. Hence have 
ih Af Iroun 
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Ground of all, either Peace or Glory. Hence, of 
At eReny ng Teak ame an NIIGEEER 
as | 
only careful Provition and ſafe Protection on Fairth, 
but an everlaſting Patrimony above. This Field 
is ſo ſpacious, that it were eaſ eaſy for a Man to looſe 
himſelf in it: And if I ſhould (end al — 
age in this Walk, e r 
than my Mar. | 


BeHoLD ag after 1 we have fought Heaven and 
Earth, where only the wearied Dove may find an 
Olive of Peace. The Apprehending of this all-ſuf- 
ficient Satisfaction, makes it ours: Upon our Sa- 
tisfaction, we have Remiſſion; upon Remiſhon, 
follows Reconciliation; upon our Reconciliation, 
y Peace. When therefore thy Conſcience ſhall. ar- 

reſt thee upon Gop's Debt, let thy. only Flea be, 
„That Crit hath already paid it:? forth chat 
bloody Acquittance ſealed to thee from Heaven up- 
on thy true Faith, ſtraitway- thou ſhalt ſee the 
tierce and terrible Look of thy Conſcience 
into friendly | 
Hand, that was ready to drag 
now wrongful Ar and 4: for a- 
gai the 5107 
W 
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ſhip i w alone we are with our ſelves, 
and Cop with us, which er wants, ſhall 


find a- fad. Remembrance in the midſt of his diſ- 
2 O Pleafure, 
and Laughter, worthy of Tears, 
this! Ah ae. 


_ leſs it appeareth., 
2 Variety, thou . 1g caſe thee, 
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owes thec a Spight, and will pay it thee, perhaps 
when thou art in worſe Caſe to ſuſtain it. "This 
ae doch but provide for @ further W 
at 


Travs ſcen a lictle . fin no > Noi; lich 
1 pag its Stoppage hath ſwelled up, till with .a loud 

= Guſh, it hath borae down whatſoever hath itop- 
. ped it. Thy Death-Bed ſhall ſmart ſor theſe wil- 
ful Adjournings of Repentance; whereon how 
many have we heard raving of their old neglected 
Sins, and feartully deſpairing when they have had 
- moſt need of Comfort? In.Sum, there is no Way 
but this: Thy Conſcience muſt have either Satis- 
fattion or — nen thy Sun wines 
dvr” be at 2 | 
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Nie enn it ſublice bor Paack, to * 
croſſed the old Scroll of our Sins, if we pre- 
vent not the future; yea, che preſent Impor- 
-tunity; of Temptation, breeds Unquietneſs. Sin 
Where it bath, gat an Haunt, if it be not ſtrongly 
repelled, doth near as much vex us with ſalliciting 
as with yielding. Juters are drawn on with an 
9 2 that as half granted, which 
d. ry Anſwers can 

only — out FT cart for any ſecond Attompts. 
| i is euer impudent when it meets not with à bold 
Heart; — to 5 46s 1 wear us, and 
Mcarying us a Kerle 
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therefofe find thee Reſolute: So ſhall thy Soul find 
it ſelf at Reſt;, for as the Devil, ſo Sin, his natural 
Brood, flies away with Reſiſtance. Lo which Pur- 
poſe, all our diſordered Affections, which are the 
ſecret Factors of Sin and Satan, muſt be reftrained 
by a ſtrong and yet temperate Command of Rea 
ſon and Religion. Reaſon alone is too weak: On- 
ly Chriſtianity bath this Power; which with gur 
ſecond Birth gives us a new Nature: ſo that, if 
Exceſs of Paſhons be natural to us as Men, the 
Order of them is. 1 to us as Chriſtians, Rea- 
ſon bids the angty Man ſay over his Alphabet ere 
he give his Anſwer; hoping by this Intermiſſion 
of Time, to gain the Mitigation of his Rage. He 
was never throughly angry, that can endure the 
Recital of ſo many idle Letters. Chriſtianity gi 
not Rules, but Power to avoid this ſhort 


Ir was a wiſe Speec e d ee of our beſt 
and laſt Cardinal; who when a ſkilful. Aſtrologer, 
upon the Calculation of his Nativity, had foretold 
his future State, anſwered: Such perhaps I was 
born, but fince that Lime, I have been born a- 
in, and my ſecond Nature hath croſſod my firſts 
he Power of Nature is a good* Plen for thoſe that 
acknowledge nothing above Nature: But for a 
Chriſtian to excuſe his T teneſs by his na- 
tural Inclination, and to um born Chole- 
rick,” is an Apology worſe than the Fault. Wheres 
fete ſerves Religion, but to ſubdue Nature? We are 
ſo much Chriſtians, as we can rule our felves; the 
reſt is but Form and Speculation. { The unregene- 
mte Mind is not capable of this, and therefore 
through-the edntnual Mutinmies of Pall 
but be ſubjrct to perpetual Unquietnets, 
neithet Remedy nor in chi a 
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lurk within him. Haſt thou nothing but Nature: 
Look for no Peace. God is not prodigal to caſt 
away his beſt Bleſſings on ſo unworthy Subjects. 
Art thou a Chriſtian? Do but remember the 
Faith; and then if thou dar'ſt, if thou canſt, yield 
ts the Exceſs of Paſſion. 
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e 
The ſecond main Enemy to Peace, Croſſes. 


HUS far of the moſt — ry 
our Peace; which if we have once 
the other Field ſhall be fought and won with 
leſs Blood. 'Crofles diſquiet us either in their pre- 
ſent Feeling, or their tion: Both of them, 
when they meet with meek Minds, fo extremely 
diſtempering them, that the Patient for the Time 
is not himſelf, How many weary of their Pain, 
weary of their Lives, have made their own Hands 
their Executioners? How many meeting with a 
ite out of 


— therefore living, 
yet die? If there could be any 


changes of. cold Froſts and-piercing Winds, 
n a... 
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if Winter did not both lead it in, and follow it. 
We may not therefore hope or ſtrive to eſcape all 
Croſſes; ſome we may: What thou canſt, fly 
from; what thou canſt not, allay and mitigate. In 
Crofles univerſally, let this be thy Rule; Make 
thy ſelf none, eſcape ſome, bear the reſt, ſweeten 


S2SIDIO eee 


$ ET. „ 
Of Croſſes that ariſe from Conceit. 


PPREHENSION gives Life to Croſſes: And it 
ſome be ſimply, moſt are as they are taken. 
I have ſeen many, who have framed them- 
ſelves Croſſes out of Ima a and have found 
that Inſupportable for which in Truth 
never was. Others again — — out heavy Af- 
fictions, for which were bemoaned of the 
Beholders. One receives a d Wound, and 
looks not ſo much as Pale at the Smart. Green- 
ham, thr Saing of. ours. (whean-it cartiner — 
that he was reſerved for our looſe Age — 
N upon the Form, looking ſor the 
nite, binding himſelf as — — 
tience, a3 — with ſtrongeſt Cords, abiding his 
Fleſh carved, and his Bowels riſled, and not ſtir- 
ring more than if he felt not; while others tremble 
to expect, and ſhrink to feel but the Pricking of a 
Vein. Tbere can be no Remedy for imaginary 
Croſſes but Wiſdom, which will teach us to eſteem 
all Events as they are; like a true Glaſs, repreſent- 
lng all Things to our Minds, in their due Propor- 
OL, VII. E tion. 
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tion. So as Croſſes may not ſeem to be, that are not, 
nor little ones ſeem great and intolerable. Give 
thy Mind good Counſel, thine Ear to thy Friend, 
and theſe fantaſti cal Evils ſhall vaniſh away. 


FFF 


SECT X. 
Of true and real Croſſes. 


T were idle Advice, to bid Men avoid Evils. 

Nature hath taught this, even to brute Crea- 

tures: And Self-love, making the beſt Advan- 
tage of Reaſon, will eaſily make us wiſe. It is 
more worth our Labour, ſince our Life is ſo open 
to Calamities, to teach Men to bear what Evils 
they cannot avoid. Wherein it is hardly credible, 
how much good Reſolution will avail us. TI have 
ſeen one Man, by the Help of a little Engine, lift 
up that Weightalone, which forty Hands, by their 
clear Strength, might have endeavour'd todoin vain. 
We live here in an Ocean of Troubles, wherein 
we can ſee no firm Land; one Wave falling upon 
another. So many good Things as we have, fo 
many Evils ariſe from their Privation; beſides no 
fewer real and poſitive Evils that afflict us. If I 
were to preſerve Receipts to every particular Croſs, 
I doubt, Whether a Life would not be too little to 
write, and but enough to read them. 
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HE ſame Medicines cannot help all Diſcaſes 
of the Body; of the Soul they may. In the 
firſt whereof, I would preſcribe Expectation, 
that either killeth or abateth Evils. Exils will 
come never the ſooner for that thou lookeſt for 
them, they will come the eaſier. It is a Labour well 
loſt, if they come not; and well beſtowed, if they 
do come. We are ſure the worſt may come, why. 
ſhould we be ſecure that it will not? Suddenneſs 


finds weak Minds ſecure, makes; them miſerable, 


leaves them deſperate. . If thou wilt not therefore 
be oppreſſed — Evils, Exped? and Exerciſe: Ex- 
pect the Evils n ea, exerciſe yſelf in 
tion: So while the Mind pleaſeth Rial 
thinking, Yet I am not thus,” ere er 


81 EC T xII. 
The next Remedy of Croſſes, when Pp are 
come from their Author. | 9d 


E1THER doth it a little blunt the Edge of 
Evils, to conſider that they come from a 
Divine Hand, whoſe Almighty Power is 

9 by a moſt W —_— | 
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with a Fatherly Love. Even the ſavage Creatures 
will be ſmitten by their Keeper, and repine not; 
if by a Stranger, they tear him in Pieces. "He 
ſtrikes me that made me, that moderates the World; 
Why ftruggle I with Him? Why with myſelf? 
Am Ia Fool, or a Rebel? A Fool, if I be igno- 
rant whence my Croſſes come: A Rebel, if I know 
it, and be impatient. My Sufferings are from a 
God, from my Gop; He hath ſent me eve 

Dram of Sorrow that I now feel: Thus much 
malt thou abide, and here ſhall thy Miſeries be 
ſtinted. All wordly Helps cannot abate them, all 
Powers of Hell cannot add one Scruple to their 
Weight: I muſt therefore either blaſpheme Gop 
in my Heart, detracting from his infinite Juſtice, 
Wifdom, Power, Mercy, which all ſhall ſtand in- 
violable, when Millions of fach Worms as I am, 
are gone to Duſt; or elſe confeſs, that I ought to 
be patient. And if T profeſs T ſhould be what I 
am not, I miſerable But (as 
Impatience is fult of Excuſe) it was thine own 
raſh Improvidence, or the Spight of thine Enemy 
that impoveriſh'd,” that defamed thee: It was the 
Malignity of ſome unwholſome Diſh, or ſome 
groſs, corrupt Air, that hath diſtemper d the. 


Wur doſt thou bite at the Stone, which could 
never have hurt thee, but from the Hand that 
threw it? If I wound thee, What matters it whe- 
ther with my own Sword, or thine, or another's? 
Gon ftrikes ſome immediately from Heaven with 
his own Arm, or with the Arm of Angels: Others 
he buffets with their own Hands, ſome by the re- 
venging Sword of an Enemy, others with the Fiſt 
af his dumb Creatures: Gop ftrikes in all; his 
Hand moves theirs. If thou ſee it not, blame thy 
carnal Eyes. Why doſt thou cenſure the Inſtru- 
ment, while thou knoweſt the Agent? e 
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dying Thief pardons the Executioner, exclaims on 
his unjuſt Judge, or his malicious Accuſers. Ei- 
ther then blame the firſt Mover, or diſcharge the 


Means: Which as could not have touched 
thee, but as from him; ſo from him they have af- 
3 thee juſtly, wrongfully perhaps in them 
elves. 2 „A nyo! 


e eee 


SECT XIII 
The third Antidote on Croſſes, .. 


UT neither ſeemeth it enough to be patient 
B in Croſſes, if we are not thankful alſo. Good 
hings challenge more than bare Contentment. 
Croſles (unjuſtly term'd Evils) as they are ſent af 
nr Goodneſs, ſo they are ſent for 


WHAT greater Good can be to the diſeaſed 
Man, than fit and proper Phyſick to cure him? 
Croſſes are the only Medicines of ſick Minds. Thy 
ſound Body carries within it a ſick Soul; thou feel - 
eſt it not perhaps: So much more art thou ſick, 
and ſo much more dangerouſly... It. is à rare Soul 
that hath not ſome notable Diſeaſe; only Croſſes 
are thy Remedies. What, if they be unpleaſant? 
They are Phyſick: It is enough if they be Whole - 
ſome. Not pleaſant TLaſte, but the — Virtue 
commends Medicines. If they cure ther, they 
ſhall pleaſe thee, even in diſpleaſing; or elſe thou 
loveſt thy Palate above thy Soul. hat Madneſs. 
is this? When thou complaineſt of a Bodily Diſ- 
eaſe, thou. ſendeſt to the Phyſician,, That he may 
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ſend thee not ſavoury, but wheleſome Portions : 
Thou receiveſt them in Spight of thine abhorri 
Stomach, and withal both thankeſt and rewar 
the Phyſician. Thy Soul is fick: Thy heavenly 


and unſent to, ſends thee not a plauſible, 
fovereign Remedy: Thou loatheſt the Savour, and 
rather wilt hazard thy Life, than offend thy Palate; 
and inſtead of Thanks, repineſt at revileſt the 


Phyfician. 


How comes it, That we love ourſelves fo little 
{if at leaſt we count our Souls the beſt or any Part) 
as that we had rather undergo Death than Pain, 
2 rather wilful Sickneſs, than a harſh Reme- 

yy y we Men are meer Fools, in the Eſti- 
2 — <> own Good, like Children, our Choice 


is led altogether by Shew, no Whit by Subſtance. 


We after well-ſeeming Toy, and put 
from . G Proffers of Thi we: The wife 
Arbitrator of all Things fees — olly, and cor- 
rects it, with-holding our idle Deſires, and 

n us the ſound we refuſe. It is ſecon 

y in us, if we thank Him not. The fooliſh 
Babe cries for his Father's bright Knife, or gilded 
Pills. The wiſer Father knows they can but hurt 
him; and therefore with-holds them after all his 
Tears. The Child thinks he is uſed unkindly. 


Every wiſe Man, and himſelf at — —8— can 


ſay, It was but Childiſh Folly, in deſiri in 
complaining that he miſſed it. The Loſs of ealth, 
Friends, Health, is ſometimes Gain to us. Thy 


Body, thy Eſtate, is worſe; thy Soul is better; 


veup cap thou? | 
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Remedy f the laſt and greateſt Breach if 
Peace, ariſing from Death. 


HEN even the great Adverſary, Death 

like a proud Giant, comes ſtalking ou 
in his fearful Shape, and — Jas | 
frail Mortality, while a Hoſt of Worldlings fly for” 
Fear, the true Chriſtian (armed with ence of 
future Happineſs) dares boldly encounter him, and 
can wound him in the Forehead, and trampling ' 
upon him, can cut off his Head with his own 
Sword, and victoriouſly returning, ſing in Tri- 
umph, O Death, where is thy Sting? An happy 
Victory We die, and are not foiled; yea, we are 
Conquerours in dying: We could not overcome 
Death, if we died not. That Diſſolution is well 
beſtowed, that parts che Soul ſrom the Body, " 
Wu | 


How / us is that Death that — 
mines this falſe and dying Life, and begins a true 
one, above all the Titles of Happineſs! The Epi- 
cure dares not die, for Fear of not being. The 
Worldling dares not die, for Fear of being miſer- 
able. The Half Chriſtian dares not die, becauſe 
he knows not, whether he ſhall be miſerable, or 
not be at all. The Real Chriſtian dares, and would 
die, becauſe he knows he ſhall be happy; and look- 
ing towards Heaven (the Place of his Reſt) can 
unſeignedly ſay, I deſire to be diſſolved: I ſee thee, 

amy 
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my Home, (a ſweet and glorious Home, after a 
— . 
lin Sing H aſpire to thee. How oft have 

— up at dy with Raviſhment of Soul! and 
by the goodly Beams that I have ſeen, gueſs'd at 
the Glory that is above them! How oft have I 
ſcorn'd theſe dead Pleaſures of Earth, in compa- 
riſon of Thine! I come now to poſſeſs you: L 
come through Pain and Death; yea, if Hell itſelf 
were in the Way betwixt You and me, I would 
paſs through Hell itſelf to enjoy You. An Italian 
ſaid: A "Doerh is Garg, my Fame ſhall be ever» 
lafting. The Voice of a Roman, not of a Chriſtian. 

My Fame ſhall be eternal! An idle Comfort. My 


'Fame ſhall live; not my Soul live to ſee it! What 


ſhall it avail thee to be talk'd of, while thou art 


not? Then Fame only is precious, when a Man 


lives to enjoy it. The Fame that ſurvives the Soul. 
is uſeleſs. Yet even this Hope cheer'd him againſt 
the Violence of his Death. What ſhould it do 2 
that (not our Fame, but) our Life, our Gl 

ter Death, cannot die? He that hath 1 

to look into Heaven, cannot but have 9 
of the Saints; Come, LorD! How long? That 
Man, ſeeing the Glory of the End, * but 
contemn the Hardneſs of the Way. But who ſa 
wants thoſe Eyes, if he ſay and ſwear, That he fears 
not Death, believe — not: If he proteſt this 
Tranguillity, and yet fears Death, believe him not: 
3 He is not miſerable. 
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— . and now, after 41 
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HE fomet are Enemies on the Left Hand. 
1 There want not ſome on the Right, which 
wich leſs Profelhion of Hoſtility, hurt no 
leſs. Not fo eaſily perceiv'd, becauſe they diſtem- 
r the Mind, not without ſame Kind of Plea- 
ror kills war than 83 | ** 17 
e Over-defiring and Over-joying of theſe eart 
Things. 11. Gat deſires, TG as much as he 
that hath nothing. Hence are. the Studies, Cares, 
Fears, Jealouſies, Hopes, Griefs, Envies, Wilki 
and a Thouſand like; whereof each is enough 
make Life troubleſome. $a | Ot + 91 | | an bo 


Oxs perhaps is ſick for his Neighbout's Field: 
What he hath, is not regarded, for the Want of 
what. he cannot have. "Rhotter feeds on Cruſts, 
to purchaſe what he muſt leave (perfaps) to a Fool, 
or, (which is not much better) to a Prodigal. One 
cares not what Attendance he dances at Hours, 
what Vices he ſooths, what Deformities he imitates, 
what ſervile Offices he doth, in Hopes to rife. 
Another ſtomachs the cover'd Head and ſtiff Knee 
of his Inferior; angry that other Men think him 
not ſo good, as he thinks himſelf. Another cats 
his own Heart with Envy, at the richer Furniture, 
and better Eſtate, or more Honour of his Neigh- 
bour; thinking his own not good, becauſe another 
hath better. p 
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For the avoiding of all which Inconveniences, 
the Mind muſt be ſettled in a Perſwaſion of the 
Worthleſſneſs of theſe outward Things. Let it 
know, That theſe Riches have made many proud- 
er, none better: That, as never Man was, fo 
never wiſe Man thought himſelf better for enjoy- 
ing them. Would that wiſe Prophet have prayed 
as well againſt Riches, as Poverty? Would fo 
many great Men (whereof our little Iſland hath 
yielded nine crown'd Kings, while it was held of 
old by the Saxens) after had continu'd their 
Life on the Throne, have ended it in the Cell, 
and chang'd their Scepter for a Book, if they could 
have found as much Felicity in the higheſt Eſtate, as 
Security in the loweſt? I hear Peter and John (the 
eldeſt and deareſt Apoſtles) ſay, Gold and Silver I 
have none. I hear the Devil ſay, AU nl will I 
* thee; and they are mine, to give. Which ſhall 

deſire to be in, the State of theſe Saints, or that 
Devil? He was a better Huſband than a Philoſo- 
pher, that firſt term'd Riches, Goods: And he 
mended the Title well, that called them Goods 
of Fortune; falſe Goods aſcribed to a falſe Patron. 
There is no Fortune, to give or guide Riches: 
There is no true Goodneſs in Riches to be guided. 
In Sum, Who would account thoſe Riches Gale 
which hurt the Owner, diſquiet others? Which 
the worſt have; which the beſt have not, which 
thoſe that have not, want not; which .thoſe want 
that have them: which are loſt in a Night; and a 
Man is not worſe, when he hath loſt them? It is 
true of them, that we ſay of Fire and Water: 
They are good Servants, ill Maſters. Make them 
thy Slaves, they ſhall be Goods indeed : In Uſe, 
if not in Nature; good to thyſelf, good to others 
by thee: But if they be thy Maſters, thou haſt con- 
demn'd thyſelf to thine own Gallies. | 
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SEC T. XVI. 
The n Enemy on the right Hand, 


HoNnous...... 


ONOUR, perhaps, is yet better; ſuch is 
the confuſed Opinion of thoſe that know 
little: But it is hard to define in what Point 
the Goodneſs thereof conſiſteth. Is it in high De- 
ſcent of Blood? I would think ſo, if Nature were 
tied by any Law to produce Children like their 
Parents. Licher 2 muſt ſhew ſome Char- 
ter, wherein it is privileged with Succeſſion of 
Virtue; or elſe the Goodneſs af Honour cannot 
confiſt in Blood. Is it then in the Admiration o- 
thers have conceived of thee, which draws all du- 
tiful Reſpe& from them? O 8 is 
ever in the Keeping of others un- 
ſtable Vul ** bn ne Whoſe 
divided ongues, as never agree with. each 
other; fo ſeldom long with themſelves. 
There only is true R where Blood and 
Virtue meet together. Rejoice ye great Men, if 
your Blood is enobled with the Virtues and De- 
— of your Anceſtors. This ry 5 yours: This 

— challengeth Reſpect of nferiors. Count 
it Praiſe-worthy, not that you — but that you 
deſerve Honour. Blood may be tainted; the O- 
. of the Vulgar cannot be conſtant; only 

irtue is ever like itſelf, and wins Reverence, e- 


ven of thoſe that hate it. Without which, Gra 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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nels is as a Beacon of Vice, to draw Men's Eyes 
the more to behald it; And thoſe that ſee it, dare 
Wi it, though they CERNER | 


ee ee 
SECT. XVII 


The Vanity of PLEASURE; the third 


Enemy on the right Hand. 


UT, if there be any Sorcereſs upon Earth, it 
3 Which ſo inchanteth the Minds 
of Men, and worketh the Diſturbance of 


ur Peace, with fecret Delight, that fooliſh Men 


think this Want of Tranguillity, Happineſs... She 
turneth Men into Swine, with "Pk ſweet Charms, 
that they would not change their brutiſh Nature, 
for their former Reaſon. Thou Fool, thy Plea- 
ſure contents thee: How much? How long? If 
ſhe. have not more befriended thee. than ever ſhe 
did any .carthly Favourite: Vea, if the have not 
ven thee more, than ſhe hath her ſelf; thy beſt 
Babes hath had ſome Wer of 29 — 


 SrE Your 7 * 8 ing, n any 
Match for Wiſdom, ſcarce ever any Superior for 
Wealth, traverſed all this World, with urs: 

Enquiry,,.to find out that Goodneſs of the 
Nr of Men which they enjoy under the Sun; a- 
himſelf of Nothing that either his Eyes, 


2 — 2 2 2 is what 20. 


that he could not either know or purchaſe ?) And 
now . to himſelf, (after the Diſquiſi- 
tion of all 


not only Vanity, but YVexation. Go then, ops 
Wlle 


hings) complains, that Behold, all i 


r Gus ono on; aw 
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wiſe Scholar of Experience, and make a more ac- 
curate Search for that, which he ſought, and miſs d. 
Perhaps, ſomewhere (betwixt the talleſt Cedars of 
Lebanon, and the ſhrubby Hyſſop upon the Wall) 
Pleaſure ſhrouded her ſelf, that ſhe could not be 
deſcried of him; whether through Ignorance, or 
Negligence: Thine Infight may be more piercing, 
thy Succeſs happier. If it were poſſible for any 
Man to entertain ſuch Hopes, his vain Experience 
could not make him a greater Fool: It could but 


teach him what he is, and knoweth not. And 


yet ſo imperſect, as our Pleaſures are, they have 
their Satiety: And as their Continuance is not 
ſo their Concluſion is worſe * Look to the End, and 
ſce how ſudden, how bitter it is. Av 
Soko and Repentance is the beſt End: of 
Pleaſure; Pain is yet worſe; but the, Worſt, is 
Deſpair. If thou miſs of the Firſt of theſe, one of 
the Latter ſha}! find thee; perhaps both. "How 
much better is it for thee to want a little rand? 
than to be fwoln up with a venomous Sting? 


Thus then, the Mind reſolved that theſe 2 
ly Things, Honour, Wealth, Pleaſure, are caſual, 
unſtable, deceitful, imperfect, gerous, muſt 
learn to uſe them without Truſt, and to want 
them without Grief; thinking ſtill, If T have them, 
[ have ſome Benefit with a'great Charge: If I have 
them not, I have much Security and Eaſe : Which 
once obtained, we cannot fare amiſs in their State; 
5 without which, we cannot but _— -4 
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8 ECT. XviIl. 


Pofitive Rules of our PEACE. 
LE the * of our inward Peace, are 


enough to preſerve us from Miſery. But 
ſmee we ſock to live happily, there yet remain 
thoſe poſitive Rules whereby our Tranguiility may 
be both had, continued, and confirmed. In order 
to this, we muſt caſt our Anchor in Hewed, while 
it can ſind no Hold upon Earth. All earthly 
Things are full of Variableneſs; and therefore, hav- 

no Stay in themſelves, can give none to us. 
e that will have right Trauguiility, muſt find in 
himſelf a ſweet Fruition of God, and à feeling 
Apprehenſion of his Preſence; that, when he finds 


manifold Occaſions of Vexation in earthly Things, 
he may find in him ſuch Matter of Contentment, 


with uten. 


Wu Ar Sanve'' is there, bende this hog 


Seay ſhall. nor afford me, not only Peace, but Joy? 
Am I in Priſon? Or in the Hell of Priſons, in 
ſome dark, low, and deſolate Dungeon? Lo, there 
Algerius, that ſweet Martyr, finds more Might 
than Above; and pities the Darkneſs of our 

berty. We have but a Sun to enlighten -our 
World, which every. Cloud dimmeth, and hideth 
from our Eyes: But the Father of Lights ſhines 


into > bis OY and the * of his . An- 


gels 


— 
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thus diſcomfited. Which done, we have 


that he may pais over all theſe petty ripen 
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gels makes that an Heaven to him, which the 
World purpoſed as an Hell. What all can 
keep out that infinite Spirit, which fills all Things? 
What Darkneſs can be where the Go of chis 

Sun dwelleth? What Sorrow where He -comfort- 
eth? Am I wandring in Baniſhment? Cn I go 
whither Gop is not? What Sea can divide be- 
twixt Him and me? Then would I fear Exile, if 
I could be driven away as well from God, as my 
Country. But He alone is a Thouſand Compa- 
nions; He alone is a World of Friends. That 
Man never knew what it was to be familiar with 
Gop, that complains of the Want of Home, of 
Friends, of Companions, while God is with hitn. 
Am I contemned of the World? It is enough for 
me, that I am honoured of Gop: Of both, I can- 
not. The World would love me 


more, ifI-were 


N - 


Priſon, Home in Baniſhment, ' Honour in C 
tempt, Wealth in Loſſes, Health in Infirmity, 
Life in Death; and in all theſe, Hafpineſs. And 
ſurely, if our perfect Fruition of Gop be our 
compleat Heaven; it muſt needs be, that our this 
Converſing with Him, is the Entrance into Hea- 
ven: Which differs from this, not in the Kind of 
it, but in the For the Continuation of 
which happy Society on our Part, muſt be a Dail 
Renewing of heavenly Familiarity, by talking with 
Gop in our ſecret Invocations; by hearing his 
Conference with us; and by mutual Entertain- 
ment of each other, in the ſweet Diſcourſes of our 
daily Meditations. 
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Hs is a ſullen,  unſociable Friend, that wants 
Words. The Heart that is full of Lond. cannot but 
have a buſy Tongue. All our Talk with Gop, is 
either Suits or I hanks. In them the Chriſtian 
Heart pours out it ſelf to his Maker; and would 
not his Privilege for a World. All his 
Wants, all his Diſlikes are pour'd into the Boſom 
of his znviſible Friend; who likes us ſtill ſo much 
more, as we aſk more, as we complain more. Oh, 
the eaſy and happy Recourſe that the poor Soul 
hath to the high I hrone of Heaven! We ſtay not 
for the Holding out of a golden Sceptre, beforc 
which our Preſence ſhould be Preſumption and 
Death. No Hour is unſeaſonable, no Perſon too 
baſe, no Words too homely, no Importunity too 
great: We ſpeak familiarly, we are heard, an- 
wered, comforted. Another While Gop inter- 
changeably ſpeaks unto us by the ſecret Voice of 
his Spirit; or by the audible Sound of his Word; 
we hear, adore, anſwer him; by both which the 
Mind fo communicates it ſelf unto God, and hath 
Gos ſo plentifully communicated unto it, that 
hereby it grows to ſuch an Habit of Heavenlineſs, 
as that now it wants nothing, ne of 
2 * 
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Have ſeldom ſeen the Son of an excellent and 
famous Man, excellent: But that an ill Bird 
hath-an ill Egg, is not rare; Children | — 
ſing, as the bodily Diſeaſes, ſo the Vices' of their 
Parents. Virtue is not Vice is; even 
in them, which have it not reignigg in themſelves. 
The Grain is ſown pure, but comes up with Ch 
and Huſk. Haſt thou a good Son? He is God's, 
not thine, Is he evil, nothing but his Sin is thine. 
Help by thy Prayers and Endeavours to take away 
that, which thou haſt given him, and to obtain from 
Gop that which thou haſt, and canſt not give. 


: I, 4 IL. 


| Tus Things 4 camely and pleaſant to ſee 
and worthy of Honour from the Beholder: A young 


Saint, an old Martyr, a. religious Soldier, a con- 
ſcientious * great Man * us, 4 
2 F485 3 | 
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learned Man humble, a Child underſtanding the 
Eye of his Parent, a Friend not changed with Ho- 
nour, à ſick Man cheerful, a Soul departing with 
Comfort and Aſſurancſtdtee. "27 

; Son: 

You ſhall rarely find a Man eminent in ſundry 
Faculties of Mind, or manual Trades. If his Me- 
mory be excellent, his Fancy is but dull: If his 
Fancy be quick, his Judgment is but ſhallow: If 
his Judgment be deep, his Utterance is harſh: 
Which alſo holds no leſs in the Activities of the 
Hand. And if it happen that one Man be qualifi- 
ed with Skill of divers Trades, and practiſe this 
Variety, you ſhall ſeldom find ſuch one thriving in 
his State. With ſpiritual Gifts it is otherwile ; 
which are fo chained together, that who ſo excel; 
in one, hath ſome Eminency in more, yea, in 
all. Look upon Faith: She is attended with a Bevy 
. of - Graces. He that believes, cannot but have 
Hope: If Hope, Patience. He that believes and 
hopes, muſt needs find Joy in Gop: If Joy, Love 
of Gop. He that loves God, cannot but love his 
Brother: His Love to God, breeds Piety and 
Care to pleaſe, Sorrow for offending, Fear to of- 
fend: His Love to Men, Fidelity and Chriſtian 
Reneficence. Vices are ſeldom ſingle; but Virtues 
go ever in Troops: They go fo thick, that 
Dankeimes ſome are hid in the Croud; which yet 
are, but appear not. They may be ſhut out from 
Sight; they cannot be ſevered. Ws 
| TI nav ſeen the worſt Natures, and moſt de- 

praved Minds, not affecting all Sins: But till 
ſome they have condemned in others, and abhor- 


red in themſelves. One exclaims on Covetouſneſs, 
yet he can too well abide Riot. Another inveighs 


. 
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againſt Drunkenneſs, not caring how cruel he 
be in Oppreſſion. One cannot endure a rough 
Diſpoſition, yet gives himſelf over to Uncleann 
Another hates all Wrongs, fave Wrong to Gop. 
One is a civil Atheiſt, 'another a religious Uſurer, 
a third an honeſt Drunkard, a fourth a chaſt Quiar- 
reller. I know not, whether every Devil excell 
in all Sins: I am ſure ſome of them have Deno- 
mination' from ſome Sins more ſpecial. Let no 
Man applaud himſelf for thoſe Sins he wanteth, 
but condemn himſelf for that Sin he hath. Thou 
cenſureſt another Man's Sin, he thine; God cur 
A CarisTIAN in all his Ways muſt have three 
Guides: Truth, Charity, Wiſdom. -. Truth to go 
before him; Charity and Wiſdom on either Hand. 
If any of the Three be abſent, he walks amiſs. - 1 
have ſeen ſome do hurt by following a Truth un- 
charitably. And others, while they would ſalve 
up an Error with Love, have failed in their Wiſ- 
dom, and offended againſt Juſtice. A charitable 
Untruth, and an uncharitable Truth, and an un- 
wiſe Managing of Truth or Love, are all to be 
carefully avoided of him, that would go with a 
right Foot in the n Warn: „ ite 
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A Man muſt give Thanks for what he may 
not pray for. It hath been faid of Courtiers, that 
they muſt receive Injuries, and give Thanks. Gop 
cannot wrong his, but he will croſs them; thoſe 
Crofles are'beneficial; all Benefits challenge Thanks. 
Yet I have read, That Gop's Children have with 
Condition pray d againſt them, never for them. 
In good Things, we pray both for them, * 


on 
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68 
Ufe: In Evil, for their good Uſe, not chem. 
elves; yet we muſt give Thanks for both. 


He that takes his full Liberty in what he mays 
Aa wee ü; How much more in what he 
ſhould not? I never read of a'Chriſtian that repent - 


ed him of too little worldly Delight. The fureſt 


Courſe I have till found in all 2 Pleaſures, 
is to riſe wich an Appetite, and to be ſati with 


a 
VIII. 


THERE is a Time when Kings go not forth to 
War: Our fpiritual War admits no Intermiſſion: 
It knows no Night, no Winter, no Peace, no 
Nag = This calls 2 where 

we may have Eaſe and Reſpite, but into pitched 
Fields (continually. 'We fee our Enemies in the 
Face always, and are always ſeen and aſſaulted; 
ever reſiſting, ever defending, receiving _mn re- 
turning Blows. If either Hop — 
9 we die. What other Hope is 

— . — "Riu? — prod 
— our Reſiſtance be cou 


and Peace, but in VI There 

conſtant, 

where both Yielding is Death, and all Treaties of 
Peace are mortal. — 


In the Choice of Companions for our Conver- 
ſation, it is good Dealing with Men of good Na- 
— 9 . tho' 6 
in fince we are ſtill Men, at the 
bah ges ſome Slg 


e will have in the moſt mor- 
fied. Auſterity, Sallennek, or Strangeneſs of Diſ- 
poſition, and whatſoever Qualities may 


make a 
unſociable, cleave faſter to our N 1 


Holy OBSERVATIONS. 69 


thoſe, which are abſolutely ſinfull. True Chriſtian 
Love may be ſeparated from Acquaintance, and 
Acquaintance from Intimacy: Theſe are not Qua- 
likes to hinder our Love, but our F e 


When we'divers . paid falſe ; 
there can be but one true: And that one Truth 
oft-times muſt be fetch'd by Piece-Meal out of di- 
yers Branches of contrary Opinions For, it falls 
out not ſeldom, that Truth is Ignorance 
or raſh Vehemency, ſcatter'd into ſundry Parts; 
and like to a little ilver, melted amongſt theRuins 
of a burnt Houſe, muſt be tried out from Heaps 
of much ſuperfluous Aſhes. There is much Pains 
in the Search of it; much Skill in finding it: The 
Value of it once n W the Coll we 


XI. 3 
3 | * 


Ou ſenſual Hand holds faſt whatſoever Delight 
it apprehendeth : our ſpiritual Hand eaſily remits; 
becauſe Appetite is ſtronger in us than Grace: 
whence it is, that we fo deliver our ſelves 
of carthly Pleaſures, which we have once enter- 
tained ; and with ſuch Difficulty, draw our ſelves 
to a conſtant Courſe of Faith, Hope, and ſpiritual 
Joy, or to the renewed Acts of them, once inter- 
mitted. Age is naturally weak, and Youth yi 
rous; but in us, the Old Man is ſtrong ; the 
faint and feeble: The Fault is not in Grace, but 
in Us, Faith doth not want Strength, but we want 
Faith. 

XII. 


Gop hath, in Nature, given every Man Incli> 
nations to ſome one particular Calling; which, if 
he follow, he excells; if he croſs, he proves a Non- 
prohcient, and changeable. But all Men's Na- 
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tures are equally indifpoſed to Grace, and to the 
common Vocation of Chriſtianity. We are all 
born Heathens. To do well in a Firſt, Nature 
muſt be obſerved and followed; in the Other, croſs- 
ed, and overcome. wer 


IT is not good to be continual in Denunciation 
of Judgment. The Noiſe to which we are accuſ- 
tomed, though loud, wakes us not; whereas a 
lefs, if unuſual, ſtirreth us. The Way to make 
Threatnings contemn'd, is to make them common. 
It is a table Rod that ſtrikes ſparingly, and af- 
frights ſome what oftner than it ſmiteth. 


XIV. 


War of Uſe cauſeth Diſability, and Cuſtom 
Perfection. Thoſe that have not uſed to pray in 
their Cloſet, cannot pray. in publick, but coldly 
and in a Form. He that diſcontinues Meditation, 
thall be in recovering; whereas the Man in- 
ured to Exerciſes, who is not dreſſed till he 
have prayed, nor hath till he have medi- 
tated, doth both theſe well, and with Eaſe. He 


that intermits goot Duties, incurrs a double Loſs: 
of the that followeth Good; of the Faculty 
of doing it. 


Ir is a Wonder how full of Shifts Nature is; 
ready to turn over all good Purpoſes. If we think 
of Death, ſhe fu ſecretly; Tuſh, it ſhall not 
come yet: If of Judgment for Sin; This concerns 
not thee ; it ſhall not come at all: Addreſs thy ſelf 
to pray; It is yet unſeaſonable; ſtay for a better 
Opportunity: To give Alms; Thou knoweſt not 
thine own future Wants: To reprove; What Need 
haſt thou to thruſt thy ſelf into wilful Hatred? E- 

vey 
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very good Action hath its Let. He can never be 
goods that, is ot reel 


XVI, 5 

Ir is an of a good Action not well 

done, when we are glad that it is done. To be: 

affected with the Comfort of the Conſcience of 

well performing it, is good: But meerly to rejoice 

that the Act is over, is carnal. He never can be- 
gin cheerfully, that is glad he hath endes. 


XVI. 


| Wonws and Diſcaſes grow upon. us with Years, 
we talk much, — we have ſcen much, 

after ſhall ceaſe talking for ever: We are 

— diſeaſed, becauſe Nature is weakeſt; ane 
Death which is near, muſt have Harbingers: Such 
is the old Age of the World. No Marvel, if this 
laſt Time be full of Writing, and weak Diſcourſe, 

full of Sets and Hereſies, Which are the ee 

of this great and decay'd Body. | 


WrTH# us, vileſt Things are 2 
But with Gop the beſt Things are molt frequently 
e Grace, which is the nobleſt of all IL Bann 


avours, is beſtowed upon all willing 

Receivers; —— of Blood and Height 
of Place, Bleſſings of an inferior Nature, are re- 
ſervod for few. Herein the Chriſtian follows his 
Father his Prayers which are his richeſt Portion, 
he communicates to all; his 8 r 
to his Ability, to few. 


>” 


| God. therefore 


ives, ng; he hath given; 


making his former m_— Arguments for more. 
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Man therefore ſhuts his Hand, becauſe he hath 
open'd it. There I& no ſuch Way to procure more 
from Gop, as to urge him with what he hath 
done. All Gop's Bleflings are profitable and ex- 
cellent; not ſo much in themſelves, as that they 
are Inducements to greater. Te 


XX. 


Gop and Man build in a contrary Order. Man 
lays the Foundation firſt, then adds the Walls, the 
Roof laſt. Gop began the Roof firſt, ſpreading 
out this Vault of Heaven, e're He laid the Baſe of 
the Earth. Our Thoughts muſt follow the Order 
of his Workmanſhip. Heaven muſt be minded 
firſt; Earth afterward. A few Miles give Bounds 
to our View of Earth; whereas we may nearly fee 
Half the Heaven at once. He that thinks moſt, 
both of that which is moſt ſeen, and of that which 
is not ſeen at all, is happieſt. © | 


XXI. een 
Ir argues the World full of Atheiſts, that thoſe 
Offences which impeach human Society, are en- 
tertained with Hatred and Rigour: Thoſe which 
immediately wrong the ſupreme Majeſty of: Gop, 
are turned over with ſcarce ſo much as Diſlike. If 
we converſed with Gop as we do with Men, his 
Right would be at leaſt as precious to us as our 
own. All that converſe not with Gon, are with- 
out Gop: Not only thoſe that are againſt God, 
but thoſe that are without Gop, are Atheiſts. 1 
fear not to ſay, that theſe our laſt Times abound 

with honeſt Atheiſts. 1 dA 21 

XXII. 


THE beſt Thing corrupted, is worſt, An ill 
Man is the worſt of all Creatures; an ill Chriſti- 


an the worſt of all Men; an ill Profeſſor, the 
W 


oo Q 
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worſt of all Chriſtians; an ill Miniſter, the worſt 
of all Profeſſors. 


Dran did not firſt ſtrike Adam, the firſt Sinful 
Man; nor Cain, the firſt Hypocrite; but Abel, the 
Innocent and Righteous. e firſt Soul that met 
with Death, overcame Death: The firſt Soul that 
parted from Earth, went to Heaven. Death ar- 

es not Diſpleaſure; becauſe he whom GOD 
— beſt, dies firſt; and the Murderer is puniſn- 
ed with Living. 


XXIV. 1 K* 4 

In Temporal good Things, it is beſt to live in 
Doubt; not making full 2 of that which 
we hold in ſo a Tenure: In Spiritual, with 
Confidence; not fearing that which is warranted 
to us by an infallible Promiſe and fure Earneft. 
He lives more contentedly, that is moſt ſecure for 
this World, moſt reſolute for the other. 
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PARAPHRASED. 


POADDISSISS I SSOP DE IOOET 


CHAP. I. 
The CHURCH to CHRIST. 

1. Let him kiſs me with the Kiſſes of his Mouth; 

for thy Love is better than M ine. 

H, that He would beſtow upon me the com- 
fortable Teſtimonies of his Love, and that 
He would vouchſafe me yet à nearer Con- 

junction with Himſelf; as in Glory hereafter, 6 
for the mean Time in his ſenſible-Graces! Fo 
thy Love, O my Saviour, and theſe Fruits of it 
are more ſweet unto me, than all earthly Delicats 
can be to the bodily Taſte. 3 

2. Becauſe of the Savour of thy goed Ointment" 

thy 4 as an Ont poured out : There 
fore the Virgins love thee. 


* The old Tranſ/lation is uſed througbout. 


rea RR SP AnPm co aAxzcKc .j> ico .. 


. 


Vr. 
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YEA, ſo wonderfully pleaſant are the Savours 
of thoſe Graces, that are in Thee, wherewith I 
deſire to be endured, that all whom Thou haſt 
bleſſed with the Senſe thereof, make as high and 
dear Account of thy Goſpel, whereby they are 
wrought, as of . us Ointment, or Per- 
ſume: The Delight holy Soul is 25 ihful place 
upon) the pure and Souls of the Fai err 
their whole Affection upon "Thee. 


Bure er thee: The King 
bath brought me into his „ ave will re- 
Joice, and be glad in thee:' We will remember 
thy Love, more than Wine, the Righteous do 


aus thee. of! A + Ni! by * TIT 1 12 A Y- - 


Poul me therefore out of the of my 
Sins. Deliver me from the World, and do Thou 
Pony y incline my Will and Affections towards 
And in Spigh of all Tens give me 
to cleave: unto Thee l And 8 
ind all thoſe faithful Children Thou haſt 
me, ſhall all at once with and Earn. 
walk to Thee, and with Thee: Vea, when once 
my royal and glorious Huſband hath 8 
both into 2 Rooms of his ſpiritual Trea- 
ſures on Earth, and into his Chambers or 
» then will we rejoice and be glad in none, 
but which ſhalt 2 do us: Then 
will nerd 


the Pleaſures we found upon 
thy righteous Ones, both 
inflamed. with the — of Thee. ä 
+. 1 am black, O'D 7 7 tr 2 iy 
meh; Fe. 2 5 yt, 1 


am as the Cyrtarns Fn Solomon. ; 
+9: o1t2 ft DONS K $334 
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Never upbraid me, O ye: foreign Congrega- 
tions, that I ſeem, in outward Appearances, diſ- 
coloured by 1290. and duſkifh with Tri- 
bulations: — — you, I am yet 
inwardly — though I be — Him, whom 
like the Tents of the — Shepherds ; yet to 
Him, and in Him, I am glorious and beautiful, 
like the Curtains of Solomon. 


5 an e becauſe I am black: For the 
Sun hath looked. upon me; the Sens of my Mo- 


ther were angry with mee They.ma — 
er of the Vines; but I kept not — 2 


Look not therefore diſdainfully upon me, be- 
cauſe'1 am blackiſh, and dark of Hue: Far: this 
Colour ĩs not ſo much natural to me, as cauſed by 
that continual Heat of Afflictions, wherewith: 1 
bave been-uſually: ſcorched; Neither this, ſo much 
akon omn/juft Deſert, as upon the * 
ney, of my Kalle Raati, the World; who 

needs force upon me the Qbſervation,-of 

their idolatrous Religions, and ſuperſtitiolischmpis· 
ties; through whoſe wicked Impurtunity, and: my 
an Weakneſs,, I have not ſo-entirely kept the 
Nr r Gop WIDoginy og $3 

SW iv! , 

7 2561 Aue O:Thin whom thy: Srulburth] bes 
Don fecue, where Thom ligt ut Nean; For 
rear 


Flacks off thy Companions ? 409 * 
Now therefore that I am ſome little ſtarted a- 


ſide from Thee, O Thou whom my Soul notwith- 
ſtanding dearly loveth, ſhew me, T beſeech Thee, 


where, and in what Sholſome and divine Paſtures 
Thou (like a good Shepherd) feedeſt and reſteſt thy 


Flocks with comfortable Refreſhings, in the Ex- 
tremity 


PARAPHRAS ED. 7 


tremity of theſe hot Perſecutions: For how can it 
ſtand with thy Glory, that I ſhould, through thy” 
Neglect, thus Gulpicioully wander up and down, ' 
amongſt the Cong ions of them, that both 
command and the Worſhip of falſe Gods? 


CHRIST # O CHURCH. 


7. If thou know not, O thou the Faireft 
| omen, get thee forth by by the 2 F the 
Hurt, and feed thy Kids above the ents of the” 
Shepherds. 
F then know not; r Church, —_ 
both eſteem and have made "moſt beautiful by 
my Merits, and thy Sanctification, ſtray not a- 
VN git theſe. falſe Worſhippers, but follow the 
Steps of thoſe bleſſed Patriarchs, Prophets, 
je which have been my true and an- 
tient Flock z Who have both Donn Voice, 
and followed me; and feed thou m 3 
tender Ones with this their ſpiritual Food of Life, 
nnen -eachers. 


8. I have od thee, O my Love, to the Treats 
f Harſes in the Charioti 7 Pharaoh. 


Sucn is mine Eftimation of thee, O my Love, 
that ſo far as the choiceſt Egyptian Horſes| of Pha- 
0 raob, for comely Shape, for honourable Service, 
F for Strength and Speed, exceed all other, fo far 
oY excelleſt 19 that may be compared with 

P alk: 


5 th Cheeks are "may with Rows i Sos 
and thy Neth with Chains. - 


Tron Parts of this which both ns blew 
of Beauty, and moſt conſpicuous to the Exe, are 


gloriouſl adorned with the Graces of my Sancti- 
N G 3 fication z 


4 


r 


_” 
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fication; which are, fox their Worthy. as ſo many 
precious Ware of * ae een or Wan 


of Pearl. 


10. Ve will make thee Barders of. FRY with | 
Studs of Silver. 


AND though thou be already thus ſet forth; yet 

I .and. my Father have purꝑoſed a further Orna- 
— unto. thee, in the more plentiful Effuſion of 
irit upon thee: Which ſhall be to thy for- 


mer ings, in Stead of pure Gold, curiouſly 
wrought with Specks of Silver. n 


The CHURCH: TROL 


Il bile the King was at his au, my Shit 
e chere. 


ERHO D, O ye Da even now, nt 
my Lord and King ſeems far diſtant from. 
bs Ed mr geting rone of Heaven amonęſt 
the Companies Is (who attend around upon 
him) yet now . e him preſent with me in 
Spirit, Even now the ſweet Influence of his 
Graces, like to ſome precious Ointment, 
itſelf over my Soul, and returns tides 
uto his, om ' 


I VR PP; a Bundle Marr woo rer 
lung: between my, Breaſts, | 4 D 


AvD I'be thus delightful to 1 
yet nothing ſo much as He is unto me: For lo! 
as fragrant Mirrh, laid between the Breaſts, ſends 
up a moſt comfortable Scent; ſo his 182 luid 
cloſe unto my Heart, doth fill an continual 
and otros 77 5 2 
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A Wellbelaved is ara Cute ef Camphire 
yt unto, ms among. the Vines. of Engeddi. . 


Or if any Thing can be of more excellent Virtue, 
fach Smell as the Cluſters of Camphire, within- 
the fruitfuPft, pleaſant, and richeſt Vin and- 
Gardens of yield unto the Paſſengers; ſuch- 
and more 0 do I find the — his 


Grace to me. 
9 C. HRI ST. 


14. If Ee beholtl, Thou art fa, thine Be 
are lite the Dives. 


ErTHER doſt thou on my Part loſe any of 
Love, O my dear Church: for behold ! 

in mine —— thus cloath d, as thou art, with my 
Righteouſneſs, Oh, ho fair and glorious thou art! 
How above alt Compariſon glorious ind fair! 
Thine Eyes, which are Prophets, Apoſties, Mi- 
piſters, and thoſa: in yard Ry es, whereby thou / ſerſt 
Him that =:iouiÞlcy are er Gram, — 
pry eu | 0 lan 1 

4, Te QHURGK, - 1 4 600 


v7 IEbelwved: behold Thou | ert fois ant 
CELTS UCL 
.p6 e Aſo 6 _ B 54 green, itt mad — 


165 7 
Ne then, O my: Savioum an \Spowle, ! | 
alone art that fa fair and pleaſant One indeed, 
wheſe Fulneſa I confers to haverreceiy'd-all 
this little Meaſure of my» ſpiritual) And 
behold, from this our mutual Delight, and bea- 
yealy S805 junckion, there ariſeth a plentiful and 
55 Increaſe” of thy fal e i * 
1 through a. Tun e | n 9d 9 . 
16. The Baum Hbf Hi art hes; ar Ou 
: leries are of Fir.” 5 4 e * 


= 12 YY 


AND 
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AND behold ! the Congregations of Saints, the 

Places where we ſweetly converſe and walk toge- 
ther, are both firm and during (like Cedars amongſt 
the Trees) not ſubjeR, thro thy protecting Grace, 
to Corruption; and through thy favourable Accep- 
tation (like to Galleries of ſweet Wood) full of Plea- 


ſure and Contentment. 


C HAP. II., A 4 * 
CHRIST. 1 | 7 
1 of the, Field, and the Lily of 


1. I am the þ 
| the Valles. 4 Ann ADS ee 
INHOb haſt not, without juſt Cauſe, magni- 
- hed me, r —— 
and ſweeteſt of all Flowers, which the Earth yield- 
eth, the Roſe and Lilly of the Vallies, excell for 
Beauty, for Pleaſure, for Uſe, the moſt baſe and 
odious Weeds that grow: So doth my Grace, to 
all them that have felt the Sweetneſs of, ſur- 
paſs all worldly Contentments. . 4A 
2. Lite a Lily among Thorns, fo is my Love «- 
Den mong the Daughters. -. a. N. nt * 
| NerTHEx is this my Dignity alone: But thou, 
my Spouſe, (that thou may ſt be a fit Match for 

e) art thus excellent above the World, that no 
Lilly can be more in goodly Shew beyond the naked 
Thorn, than thou in the Glory thou receiveſt from 
me, overlookeſt all the Aſſemblies of the Unre- 
generate. n 


The 
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The CHURCH. 


3 Like the Hpple-tree among the Trees of th B. 
1 % ig among the Sons of 


* Under his Shadow. had 1 a Delight, and 
at. dun n * een unto * 


fruitful and well- grown Apple - tree, in Com- 
ion of all the barren Trees of the wild Foreſt, 
o art Thou, Omy beloved Saviour, to me, Com- 
pariſon of all Men, and Angels. Underthy 
able Shadow alone, J find ſaſe Shelter all 
my Temptations and 94 - all tha 
Curſes of, the. Law, and Dangers of Judgments 
and cool myſelf after. all the, ſcorching Beams of: 
of eee wn (beſides) ee and ſa- 
tisfy m with the ſoveraign Fruit oi th holy 
Word unto eternal Life. 
waknky 1 Wi. 
* Hh bought we into ee ecru. 


wan bes. ever ma ns hn 


"why hath praciouſly — his hd into the 
Midſt of ths Myſteries eſaz and! hath 
ee N — 9 oye Wines of 
is Scriptures and Sacraments... And look howr 
Soldiers are draven hy their Caldurs from: Place-to, 
Hlace, and cleave faſt to their, : So his Love 
which: He ſpread fort in my Heart was my only 
Banner, whereby: L was; hoth drawn ta him, di- 
rected 2 ang land mou him. 


vi Ada 
8. Stay, me n ws, with 
Mags Mnf wn \ vl I 


Apples : 25 Fan 
Ax now, O ye faithful. liſts, Apaſtles, 
92 Care and Dili- 


Teachers, apply unto me with 
gence, 


AY ito return A as 1 


11 
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ce, all the Cordial Promiſes of the Goſpel. 
eſe are the full Flaggons of that Spiritual Wine, 
which only can cheer my Soul. ſe are the 
Apples of that Tree of Life, in the Midſt of the 
Garden, which can feed me to Immortality. - Oh! 
come and apply theſe unto my Heart: or L am 
even overcome with a longing Exper * 
Deſire of my delay d Glory. f 


6. His Left Hand be under my Head: Aud lt | 
Dis Right Hand embrace me. 


And whilſt I am thus brenn beginne, in 
this Agon Deſire, let my Saviour employ 
both his Mund, to ANN. chi Infirmity. Let 
Him comfort my Head-and my Heart,) my Judg- 
ment and Affections, which both complain of 
Weakneſs) with -his gracious Embraces: * ſo 
let us ſweetly reſt IR; 4% . 


I charge you, o Daug beers. ds 
* an, 0 Dengire f 25 that 
gin er ee 70 
' Sin... YELL Y at * 17 Lge tn Hy; "© 33; 
e I charge (O all ye that 
profeſs any Friendſhip or Ange with me) — 
you, by whatſoever is comely, dear and pleaſant 
unto" you, take Heed _ OO 
my merciful Saviour, and grieve his Spirit, and 
wrong his Name, and do not — by che leaſt 
* e ee | 


49 $-- 


my Well-beloved: Behold, be 
the Mo fountain, ny Anu 


. Ag $2, 172 
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Loh have no e but He Wen hd 
N e wit h loving Voice: e 


He only ſpeak to me afar off, but He comes to me 
with much Willingneb and Swiftnels; ſo williogy, 
hat no human Reſiſtance can hinder Him, neithe 
The Hills of my Infirmities, nor the Mountains of 
my Sins (once repented of) can ſtay his merciful 
Pace towards me. | | 


g- My WWll-beleved is like a Roe, or a young Hart : 

Le be flandeth behind our Wall, looking forth 

FA the Windows, ſhewing himſelf thorough the 
ates. 1 {34 , * 210 TEN 


He is ſo ſwift, that no Roe or Hind can fully re- 
ſemble Him in this his Speed. And lo! even now, 
before I can ſpeak it, is He come near unto me, 
cloſe to the Door and Wall of my Heart. And 
tho' this Wall of my Fleſh hinder my full Fruition 
of Him, yet lo! I ſee Him by the Eye of Faith, 
looking upon me. I ſee Him as in a Glaſs. I fee 
Him ſhining gloriouſly, thorough the Gates and 
3 his Word and Sacraments, upon my 


10. My Well-beloved ſpale, and ſaid unto me, 
2 my Love, my Fair One, and come thy 


Ap now, methinks, I hear Him ſpeak to me, 
and ſay: © Ariſe, O my Church, riſe up, whether 
| < from BY . 8 F 4 b. th 5 
any O my Spouſe, for ine 
& 48 a ither ſuffer thyſelf to be ed with 
« the Dulneſs of thy Nature, or the Sleep of thy 
« Sins; but come forth into the comfortable Light 
of my Preſence, and ſhew. thyſelf chearful in 
me.” Ws 10 a | | * 
11, For bebold, the Winter is paſt, the Rain is 
changed and gone awoy, a 
on 
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and come forth and enjoy me. 
41 » Dove, able ih the Pi of the Roch 


mM” 2 TO —— ed” _ 


Fon behold, all the cloudy Winter of thy Af. 
Aidtions is paſſed, all the Lempeſts of Tempta- 


tions are blown over; the Heaven is clear, and 


now there is nothing, that may not give thee Cauſe 
of Delight. | 


12. The Flowers appear in the Earth: The Time 
of the Singing of Birds is come, andthe Voice 
of the Turtle is beard in dur Land. 


Every Thing now reſembles the Face of a 
ſpiritual Sprin Sal the ſweet Flowers and Bloſ- 
ſoms of holy 12 put forth, and ſhew them- 
Telves. Now is the Time of that heavenly Melo- 
dy, which the chearful Saints and Angels make in 
mine Ears; while they ſing Songs of Deliverance, 


and praiſe me with their Hallelujahs, and ſay; 
"Glory to Gop an High, in Earth Peace, * 


#owar ds. Aen. 


15 De Fig - Tree hath brought forth her young 
Figs, and the Vines with 125 ſmall Grapes 


have caſt a Savour: Ariſe, my Love, my 
fair One, and come away. 


War ſpeak I of Bloſſoms ? Behold ! thoſe 
fruitful Vines, and F ig- Trees of my faithful Ones, 


whom my Hufbandry hath carefully tended and 


dreffed, yield forth both pleaſant, tender, 
Fruits of Obedience, and the comfortable Savours 
of better Deſires: Wherefore now ſhake off all 
that dull Security, wherewith thou haft been held, 


: 


in the ſecret Places of the Clifts: Shetv me 
. thy Sight, let me hear thy Vaice : For thy | Voict 


is feet, and thy Sight * 


O ur 


py =, ws 4 44. 


ö 


O my beautiful and chaſt Spouſe (which like 


ſome ſolitary Dove, haſt long hid thine Head in 


the ſecret Clifts of the Rocks, out of the Reach 


and Knowledge of thy Perſecutors) however Thou 


art conceal'd from others, ſhew thyſelf, in thy 
Works and Righteouſneſs, unto me: And let me 


be ever plied with thy Prayers and Thankſgiving: 


For thy Voice, tho' it be in Mourning, and thy 
Face, tho" it be fad, are exceeding pleaſing unto 


me. | 


15. Take us the Foxes, the little Foxes which de- 
Arey the Vines: For our Vines have ſmall 
Grapes. einen ares (Orgs 


AND in the mean Time, O ye that wiſh well 
to my Church, do your utmoſt Endeavour to de- 
liver her from her ſecret Enemies, not ſparing the 
leaſt, who, either by heretical Doctrine, or pro- 
phane Converſation, hinder the Courſe of the Goſ- 
pel, and pervert the Faith of many; eſpecially of 
thoſe, - that have newly given up their Names to 
as and are but newly enter'd into the Profeſſion 
0 - 


Te CHURCH. 


16. My TWel-beloved is mine; and I am bis He 
feedeth among the Lillies. 10 


V beloved Saviour is mine, through my 
1 Faith; and I am his thro' his Love; and 
we both are one, by Virtue of that bleſſed Union, 
whereby we enjoy each other. And how worthily 
is my Love 4 3.08 upon Him, who leadeth me 
forth into pleaſant Paſtures, and at whoſe Right 
Hand there is the Fulneſs of Joy for evermore 


17. Until the Day break, and the Shadnws' 
_ return Well-beloved, and be like 
Vor. V . ; 79 H | « Roe, 


PARAPHRASED. 8s 


86 SoLomoN's SONG 


a Ree, or a young Hart upon the Mountains 
ef Bether. 


Come therefore, O my Saviour, (and till the 
Day of thy A Appearance ſhall ſhine forth 
to the World, wherein our ſpiritual Marriage ſhall 
be mats. and till all theſe Shadows of Ig- 
norance, of Inhdelity, of Troubles of Conſcience, 
and of outward Tribulations, be n chaſed 
away) come and turn Thee to me again! Thou, 
— to the Eyes of the World — abſent, 
come quickly, and delay not! but, for the Speed 
of thy Return, be like ſome ſwift Roe, or Hind, 
upon thoſe ſmooth Hills of Gilead. 


S be 8 80d . 


CHAP. II. 


1. In my Bed by Night I fought him whim ny 
Sal] loved: T fought lim, but found him not. 


Y Security told me, That my Saviour was 

near unto my Saul; yea, with it, and in 

it. But when, by io and ſilent Medi- 
tation, I ſearched m * Heart, I found that 
(for ougut my own — could 9 he was 
far off rom me. Were 


2. J will riſe e now, ( go abut in th 
City by the Streets,” and by od; Plates, ani 
© Pwill feek him that my 00 Jovet I ſought lin, 

bu ] fouhd him noi. 


Taru theught/I with myſelf; ſhall 1 lie fil 
contented with h this Want? No, I will ſtir up my- 
&if; and the Help I cannot find in hate. 70 

c 
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ſeek in others. Of all that have been experienc'd 
in all Kind of Difficulties, of all deep Philoſophers, 
I will diligently enquire for my Saviour. Amongſt 
them I ſought Him, yet could receive no Anſwer 
to my Satisfaction. ee 


| 3. The Watchmen that went about the City, found 
me: To whem I ſaid, Have you ſeen him whom 
Soul laveth ? 


 MissinG Him there, I ran to thoſe wiſe and 
careful Teachers, whom God hath ſet as ſo many 
Watchmen upon the Walls of his Jeruſalem; who 
ſooner found me, than I*could aſk after them. To 
whom I faid (as thinking no Man could be igno- 
rant of my Love) Can you give me no Direction 
where I might find Him, whom my Soul loveth? 


4. When I had paſt a little from them, then I 
found him, whem my Seul leveth: I took Hold 
on him, and left him not, "till J had brought 
him unto my Mo her Houſe, into the Chamber 
of her that conceiv'd me. 


Or whom, when I had almoſt leſt hoping for 
Comfort, that gracious Saviour, who would not 
ſuffer me to be tempted above my Meaſure, pre- 
ſented Himſelf to my Soul. Lo then! by a new. 
Act of Faith, I laid faſt Hold upon Him, and 
will not let Him any more part from my joyful 
Embraces, until I have brought Him home fully 
into the Seat of my Conſcience, and have won 
Him to a full Accompliſhment of Love, in that 
ee which is above, which is the M 


us all. 


* — 
* 


CHRIST. 1 


WY, charge ye, O Daughters of Jeruſalem, by the 
Koe, and by the Hinds of the Field, that ye 
| H 2 ftir 
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Air not up nor awaken my Love, untill ſhe 

Pleaſe. | th 

OW, ſince my diſtreſſed Church hath been 

all the Night, becauſe of my ſeeming Ab- 

| ſence, toiled in ſeeking me, I charge you, 
O all ye, that profeſs any Friendſhip with me, I 
charge you, by whatſoever is comely, dear and 
pleaſant unto you, that you trouble not her Peace 
with any unjuſt or unſeaſonable Suggeſtions, with 
uncharitable Contentions, with any Novelties of 
Doctrine; but ſufter her to reſt {weetly in that Di- 
vine Truth, which ſhe hath received, and this true 
Apprchenſion, of me wherein ſhe rejoiceth. 


6. Ibo is fhe that cometh 1p out of the Wilder- 
7 like Pi lars of Smoak, de- with 
Myrrh and Incenſe, and with all the chief of 
Sprces.. | 


| On! Whois this? How admirable! How love- 
ly! Who, but my Church, that aſcendeth thus 
glorioufly out of the Wilderneſs of the World, 
wherein ſhe hath thus long wandered, into the 
bleſſed Manſions of my Father's Houſe, all per- 
ſumed with the Graces of perfect Sanctification, 
mounting right upward into her Glory, like ſome 
ſtrait Pillar of Smoak, that riſeth from the moſt 
rich and pleaſant Compoſition of Odours? 
ee CHUES But tos 2 
7. Behold his Bad is better e FO 
"*  feere flrong Mm art round about it, of the vals 


* 
SW # * 


I An afcended; and lo! how glorious is this 
cen 


Place, where I-ſhall eternally enjoy the Pre- 
ace and Love of my Saviour! how far doth it 
exceed the earthly Magnificence of Solomon ay 

| a | . 
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his Bed attendsa Guard of Threeſcore choiceſt Men 
of 1ſrael. 


8. They dll handle the Sword, a A 
War: E one hath his Sword upon his 


Thigh, for the Fear by N:ght. 


ALL ftout Warriors, able and expert to . 
the Sword; which for more Readineſs, each of 
re wears upon his Thigh. But about this hea- 
7 Pavilion of m Saviour, attend Millions 

ngels, ſpiritual iers, mighty in Power, 
—— to be commanded by Him. 


9. King Solomon made himſelf a Bed of the Trees 


of Lebanon. 
Tuk Bride-Bed, that Ss/omen made (ſo much 
admired of the Warld) was but of the of 
Lebanon. 


10. He made the Pillars thereof of Silver, and 
the Sted —— {Moab Gold, the Hangings t 


2 wes in- laid with t 
of the — of Ferufalem.  _. 


Tux Pillars but of Silver, and the Bed-Sted of 
Gold; the Canopy but of Purple; the Cover! 
wrought with the curious and painful Needle 
of the Maids of Feruſalem : But this celeſtial Reſt- 
ing- Place of my GoD is not made with Hands, nor 
of any corruptible Metal, but is full of incompre- 
henſible Light, ſhining evermore with the * 
Preſence Gop.. 


1. Came forth ye Daughters of Sing and lehotd 
King Solan with the Crown tuberetoith his 
Alber crowned him in the Day of bis Mar- 
riage, and in the Day of the G Nad of his 


art. 


| +: Sd Ao 
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As as the outward State, ſo the Majeſty of 
his Perſon, is above all Compariſon. Come forth, 
O ye Dau ughters of Sion, bay: of aſide all private and 
earthly A tions. Look upon King Solomon, as he 
fits ſolemnly crowned in the Day of his on 
Royalty and Triumph, and e his 
— with the Divine Magnificence of my 2 
* in that Day, when his bleſſed Marriage ſhall 

be full perfected above, to the eternal Rejoicing of 
Himſelf and his Church; and ee r ede 
any Proportion 2 them. 


8e 


HAF. 


CHRIST. 


1. Bibold Ten art fair, my * Theu art airy 

© thine Eyes are like the Doves within thy Lacks : 

thine Hair is like a Fact of Goats which lock 
down from the Mountains of Gilead. 


Hl how fair Thou art and comely, my dear 

Spouſe! How inwardly fair with the Gifts 
_ © of my Spirit! How fair outwardly in thy 
2 Adminitration and Government Thy ſpi- 
ritual — of Underſtanding and Judgment, are 
full of Purity, Chaſtity, Simplicity; not wantonly 
caſt forth, but modeſtly ſhining amidſt thy Locks. 
All thy gracious Profeſſion, and all thy —— 
4 expedient Ceremonies, are as comely to behold 
a Flock of well fed Goats, grazing upon the 
fruiful Hills of Gilead. 


Teeth like a Flick of Sheep in 87 Order, 
which go up from the IVaſhing : Which _ 


cw coo P 
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one bring out Twins, —— 
them. ni HET dos 


Tuosx, that prepare the heavenly Food for thy 
81 are of gracious Simplicity, * of ſweet Ac- 
cordance one with another; having all one Heart 
and one Tongue: Both e008 are ſanQified 
and purged OW their Uncleanneſs, and are fruit- 
ful in their holy Labours upto' others; ſo that their 
Doctrine is never in vain; but is fill anfwered with 
plentiful Increaſe of Souls added to the Church. 


3. Thy Lips are like 4 Thread of Scarlet, and 
Talk is comely: Thy Temples art within f 2 
Locks as Piece v Pomegranate F904 


T Speech ally: in the Mouth of 
Teachers): is —— 151 its Self, and 22 


adminiſters Grace to the Hearers; full of Zeal and 
fervent Charity; full of Gravity and Diſcretion. 
And that Part of thy Countenance, which Thou 
wilt have ſeen (though dimly and ſparingly) is full 
of holy Modeſty and  Balkfulnts, fo bluſhing that 
it ſeemeth like Caibur nnn A 


megranate. 1 


4. Thy Neck is as the Teuer g N but for 
Defence: A Thouſand Shields hang therein, 
andi all the Targets of the flrang Men. 


Tus, who by their holy Authori ; ſuſtain 
thy Government (Which are as ſome ſtrait and 
ſtrong Neck to bear up the Head) are like unto 
David's high Tower of * Defenc e with a 


rich Armory; which affords i „Mast of *e 
Protect ion, and infinite Monuments of 


5. 72 twa Brea * are as two young Kigs, that are 
T wins, fee ng among the Lilkes. 


Tay 


92 — SOLOMON'S SONG 


Tur two Teſtaments (which are thy two full 


and fair Breaſts, whereby thou nurſeſt all thy faith- 
ful Children) are as two Twin-Kids: Twins, for 
their excellent and perfect Agreement one with a- 
nother: Kids, that are daintily fed among the ſweet 
Flowers, for the pleafant Nouriſhment, which they 
yew, - 
6. Until the Day break, and the Shadows 1 away, 
Iwill go into the Mountain of Myrrb, and ta 


UNTILL the Day of my gracious Appearance 
ſhall ſhine forth, and untill all theſe Shadows of Ig- 
norance, Infidelity, andAMictions, be utterly diſperſ- 
ed, O my Spouſe, I will retire (in Regard of my 
bodily: Preſence) into my delightful and glorious 
Reit , f Heavens” 2 on woo art ford wi in T 
7. Thou art all fair my Love, and there ts no Spot 
... "oh. ..... | ; 
Tuou art exceeding beautiful, O my Church, 
in all the Parts of thee: For all thy Sins are done 
away, and thine Iniquity is covered; and lo! I pre- 
ſent thee to my Father without Spot, or Wrinkle, 
or any Deformity. | ts 
8. Come with me from Lebanon, my Spouſe, ven 

from Cane leak from * 71 Ama- 

nah, from the Top of Shenir and Hermon, 

from the Dens of the Lions, and from the 
Mountains of the Leopards. IE 

Axp now (O thou, whom I have married to 
1 thou ſhalt be gathered to me from all Parts 


of the World; not only from the Confines of Fu- 
dea, where I planted and found thee; but from the 


xemoteſt and moſt ſavage Places of the Nations; 


out of the Company of Infidels, of cruel and bloody 
Perſecutors, who like Lions and Leopards have ty- 


erer 


3 
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rannized n and \mercileſly torn thee in 


Pieces. 


My Sifter, my 7 thou as 
16 My Sify hs E yt And with 5 4 
Chain of thy Neck. 


Tnov haſt utter! raviſh'd me dfroms my fa 0 
my Siſter, m Spoule; (fo for ſo thou art, both join- 
ed to me in that ſpiritual Union, and Co-heir with 
me of the ſame Inheritance and Glory) thou haſt 
raviſh'd my Heart with thy Love: Even one Caft 
of one of thine Eyes of Faith, and one of the Or- 
naments of thy Sanctification, wherewith' thou art 
decked by my Spirit Roth NET OO WO 


10. 4h 5! ter, my Spe 5 bow fair is | Love? 
eb ofthe Oe tha pert 


Oh! how excellent, how precious, E 
Loves of thine, O my Siſter, m How 
far ſurpaſſing all — Delicates by the Savour 
of thoſe divine Virtues, - wherewith thou art en- 
dued, more pleaſing to me, than. all the Perfumes 
in the World! 


11. e 


2. 9 rt the Ke: 


| Tay gracious Speeches are as ſo man 88 
of the oney-comb, that drops from thy Lips. 
And whether thou exhort, or —_— or pray, or 
comfort, thy Words are both ſweet and nouriſh- 
ing; and the Savour of thy good Works, and out- 
ward Converſation, is to me, as the Smell of the 
Wood of Lebanon to the Senſe of Man. 


2 | I'2, 25 
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12. My Siſter, my Spoiſe, is as a Garden en- 
cloſed, as a Spring ſhut up, and a Fountain 
ſealed up. + s 

Mv Siſter, my Spouſe, is as a Garden full of 
heavenly Trees and Flowers of Grace; not lying 
careleſsly open, either to the Love of Strangers, 
ar to the Rage of Enemies; but fafcly walled a- 
bout, by my Protection, and reſerved for my De- 
light alone. She is a Spring of wholſome Waters, 
from whom flow forth the pure Streams of my 
Word; but, both encloſed and ſealed up; partly, 
that ſhe may the better (by this Cloſeneſs) preſerve 
her own natural Taſte and Vigour, from the Cor- 
Tuptions of the World; and partly, that ſhe 

not be defiled by the prophane Feet of the Wick 


. 13. Thy Plants are as an Orchard of Pamegra- 
nates with ſiueet Fruits: As Cypreſs," Spike- 
narad, even Spikenard and Saffron, Calamu 
end Cinnamon, with all the Trees of Incenſe, 
Myrrhb and Atoes, with all the chief Spices. 


Trov art an Orchard, a Paradiſc, whoſe 
Plants (which are. thy faithfull Children that grow 
up in thee) are as Pomegranate Trees; the Apples 

| whereof are eſteemed, for their La ſs, Colour 
\ and Taſte, above all other. Or (if I would feed 

| 8 Senſes) the plentiful Fruits of thy holy 
Obedience, which thou yieldeſt unto me, are for 
their Smell, as ſome Compoſition of Cypreſs, 
Spikenard, Saffron, ſweet Cane, Cinnamon, In- 
cenſe, Myrrh, Aloes, and whatſoever elſe may be 
deviſed, unto the moſt perfect State. | 


14. O Fountain of the Gardens, O Well of Living 


Waters, and the Springs of Lebanon: 
Tux 


o . 


PARAPHRASED. 95 


THE Streams, which are derived from thee, 
water all the Gardens of my particular Congrega- 
tions, all the World over. ” Thou art that Foun- 
tain, from whoſe pure Head iflue all thoſe livin 
Waters, which whoſo drinketh ſhall never thirlt 

ain; even ſuch clear Currents, as flow from the 
Hal of Libanus, which like unto another FROGS 
water all the ac of Go. 8 | 


The CHURCH. | 


15. Ariſe, O North Wind, and come, O Squth, 

blow on my Garden, that the Spices there- 

of may flow ont: Let my Mell beltved come to 
is Garden, and eat his pleaſant Fruit. 


FI bea Garden, as Thou ſayeſt, O my Savi- 
our, then ariſe, O all ye Winds of the Spirit 
of God, and breath upon this Garden of my Soul, 
that the ſweet Odours of theſe my Plants may be 
both increaſed, and may alſo be diſperſed afar off, 
and carried into the Noſtrils of my Well-beloved: 

And fo let him come into his own Garden, which 
his own Hand hath digged, planted, watered, and 
accept of the Fruit of that Service and Praiſe, 
which he tall enable we to bring fonh to bis 


Name. 


LE I 4 
27070200092002008 
——ů CHAP. bc oe 
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1. J am kame inte Pa Gaiden, my Wt gt 
> Pos I gathere Are wth — Frag ; 
e my Hen with my — I drank 
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A pore? any 40s Eat, Oy Friend: 
* and make you merry, O Well-beloved. 


EHOLD! according to thy Defire, I am 
come into my Garden, O my Siſter; my 
| ſe. 1 habe received thoſe Fruits of 
thine Obedience, which thou offeredſt unto me, 
with much Joy and Pleaſure. I have accepted, 
not only of thy y good Works, but thy Endeavours 
and Purpoſes of Holineſs, both which are as plea- 
fant to me, as the Honey and the Honey-comb. 
| I have allowed of the Cheerfulneſs of thy Seryice, 
| and the Wholſomeneſs of th thy Doctrine. And ye, 

| O my Friends, whether bleſſed Angels, or faithful 
Men, partake with me in the Joy ariſing from 
| the Faithfulneſs of my Church. * 
| -O my Beloved, with D ſame ſpiri 

| rn J am refreſhed. 


| ge CHURCH. 

2. I cp, but my Heart waketh: It is the Voice 
of my Well-beloved that Love, my aying : — * 
unto me my Siſter, my ove, my Un- 

defiled: For mine 22 Ki 
my Locks with the Drops 0 al 


HEN the World had — into a ſe- 
cure Sleep, or Slumber rather (for my 
3 Heart was nat utterly bereaved of a true 
Faith in my Saviour) even in this Darkneſs of my 
Mind, it pleaſed my gracious Redeemer not to 
let me. He came to me, and knocked often, 
called importunately at the Door of my Heart, 
by his Word and Chaſtiſements, and ſaid: Open 
«© the Door of thy Soul, O my Siſter, my dear, 
e chaſte, comely, unſpotted Church: Me 
come in, and lodge and dwell with thee, in my 
cc Graces. Shut out the World, and receive - 
«WW 


— CT 
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« with a more lively Act, and Renovation of thy 
« Faith, For lo, I have long waited patiently for 
« this Effet of thy Love, and have endured all 
« the Injuries, of the Night, and Weather 
« of thy Provocations.” 


3. I have put off my Coat: How ſbull I put it 
on? I bave waſhed my Feet: How ſhall I de- 
file them? 25th oth 2 


I axswERED Him, pleading Excuſes for m). 
Delay: „Alas, Loxp, I have now, ſince I left 
« my forward Profeſſion of Thee, avoided a great 
« Number of Cares and Sorrows? Muſt I take 
« them up again to follow Thee? T have lived clean 
« from theſe Evils: And ſhall I now thruſt myſelf 
into Danger of them? ary 


4. My TWell-beloved put bis Hend from the Hole 
4 the Deer; my Bowels yearned toward 
IM. 1 4 Ll af ©55 | | 


Wren my Saviour heard this unkind Anſwer 
of Delay, He let his Hand fall from the Key-hole, 
and withdrew Himſelf from ſolliciting me any 
more, Whereupon my Heart and Bowels yearned 
within-me for him. | | 


5. I roſe up to open to my Well-belrved, and my 
| , Hands . yrrb, and my Fingers 
pure Myrrh uf on the Handles of the Bars. 


AxD now I rouzed up my drowſy Heart, that 
I might receive ſo gracious a Saviour, Which 
when I but. endeavoured, I found, that He had 
left behind Him ſuch a plentiful Bleſſing (as the 
Monument of his late Preſence ) upon the firſt 
Motions of my Heart, that, with the very Touch 
of them, I was exceedingly refreſhed. 
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6. I opened to my Well-beloved: But my Well-be- 
leved was gone and paſt; mine Heart was 
gone when He did fpeak: I fought Him, but 1 
could not find Him: I called Him, but He an- 


ſwered me not. X 


I OPENED to my beloved Saviour; but my Sa- 
viour had now withdrawn Himſelf, and hid his 
Countenance from me. And now I was almoſt 
pſt myſelf with Deſpair, to remember that ſweet 
| Invitation of his, which I neglected. I fought 

Him therefore in my Thoughts, in the outward 
Uſe of his Ordinances, and of my earneſt Prayers; 
but He would not as yet be found of me. 


7: The Watchmen that went about the City found 
me, they ſmote me, and wounded me : The 


\, Watchmen of the Walls tcok away my Veil 
from me. | 

THrose, which ſhould have regarded me, and, 
by their Vigilance, have ſecured me from Danger, 
proved mine Adverfaries. In Stead of comforting 
me, they fell upon me and wounded me with their 
falſe Doctrines, drawing me on into further Er- 
rors, Tpoiling me of Purity and Sincerity, 
wherewith, as with ſome rich and modeſt Veil, I 
was formerly adorned, and covered. | 


8. J charge you, O Daughters of Feruſalem, if 
you find my Well-beloved, that you tell Him, I 
am fick of Love. | 7 

I Avis you ſolemnly, O all ye that wiſh 
well to me, if you ſhall find my Saviour's Preſence 
in yourſelves before me, pray for the Recovery of 
— 2 ** me; — bemoaning my State to 
im im, how I languiſh with the impatient 

Deſire of his Preſence. 
& | . | 9. Othe 


2 
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9. © thou Faire/t among Ii amen, what is thy ell. 
beloved, more than another Well-belvued? What 
is thy Well-beloved more than anather Lover, 
that thou deft ſo charge us ? 4 | 


O Tnov, which art the moſt happy, and moſt 
glorious of all Creatures, the Choſen of the living 
GoD; what is thy Well-beloved, whom Thou 
ſeekeſt, above all other the Sons of Men? What 
Eminency is there in Him above all Saints and An- 
gels, that thou art, both ſo far gone in Affection 
to Him, and doſt fo vehemently adjure us to 
ſpeak unto Him for thee? __ 


10. My Well-beloved is white and ruddy, "the 
Standard-bearer of ten Thouſand. 


My Well-beloved (if you know not) is of per- 
fet Beauty. In his Face is an exact Mixture of 
the Colours of the pureſt and healthſul'ſt Complec- 
tion of Holineſs: For He hath not received the 
Spirit by Meaſure. In Him the Godhead dwells 
bodily. He is infinitely fairer than all the Sons of 
Men; and for Goodlineſs of Perſon may bear the 
Standard of Comelineſs and Grace amongſt ten 
Thouſand. wes 


11. His Head is as fine Geld, his Locks curled, 
and black at Raven. * 
Tur Deity, which dwells in Him, is moſt pure 
and glorious. And that Fulneſs of Grace which 
is communicated to his human Nature, is won- 
drouſly beautiful, and ſo ſets it forth, as the black 
curled Locks do a freſh and well favoured Coun- 
tenance. 


12. His Eyes are like Doves 


the Rivers of 


Waters, which are wab's with Milt, anal 
Hrs 


remain in their 18 
2 
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His Judgment of all Things, and his Reſpect to 
his Church (which are as his Eyes) are full of Love, 
ſhining like unto Doves, waſhed in Water; yea, 
in Milk, ſo as there is no Spot or Blemiſh to be 
found in them. And they are withall fo fully 
placed, as is both moſt comely and moſt expedient 
for the perfect Sight of the State, and Neceſlitics 
of his Servants. 


13. His Cheeks are as 4 Bed of Spices, and as 
ſweet Flowers, and his Lips like Lillies drep- 
ping down pure Mirrh. | 


Taz Manifeſtation of Himſelf to us in his 
Word is ſweet, as an Heap of Spice, or thoſe Flow- 
ers, that are uſed to make the beſt perfuming Oint- 
ments. His heavenly Inſtructions and Promiſes of 
his Goſpel are unſpeakably comfortable, and plen- 
teous, in the Grace that is wrought by them. 


14. His Hands as Rings of Gold ſet with the Chry- 
elite; bis Belly like white Ivory cover d with 


Sapphires. 


His Actions and his Inſtruments (which are his 
Hands) are ſet forth with much Majeſty, as ſome 
precious Stone beautiſies the Ring, wherein it is 
ſet. The ſecret Counſels of his Breaſt, and the 
Myſteries of his Will, are moſt pure and holy, 
and full of excellent Glory. YES 


| 15. His Legs are as Pillars of Marble e 
| Sochets of fine Gold: His r Fa as 
© *Lebanen, excellent as the Cedars. 


ALL his Proceedings are firm and ſtable; and 
withall, as Pillars of Marble ſet in Sockets of tried 
Gold; fo as they are neither ſubject to wavering, 
nor to any Danger of Infirmity and . 

c 
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The Shew and Carriage of his whole Perſon, where- 
by He makes Himſelf known to his Choſen, is ex- 
ceeding goodly and upright, like to the ſtrait and 


lofty of 


16. His Mouth is as ſweet Thing's and he is whol- 
ly deleftable : * is my Will-beloved, and this 
it my Lover, O —.— of Feruſalem, 


His Mouth, out of which proceed innumerable 
Bleſſings and comfortable Promiſes, is to my Soul 
eren Sweetneſs itſelf, What ſpeak I of any one 
Part? He is all Sweets. There is nothing but Com- 
fort in Him; and there is no Comfort but in Him; 
and this (if ye would know) is my Well beloved; 
of ſo incomparable Glory and Worthineſs, that ye 
may eafily diſcern Him from all others. 


: 
7 


; 
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17. O the faire among Women, whither is wy 
Well-beleved gone?  IVhither i is thy M ell. le- 
loved turned afide, that we 3 
with thee ? 


INCE thy Well-beloved is ſo glorious and 
amiable, (O thou, which art for thy Beau 
worthy to be the Spouſe of ſuch an Huſband) 

us (for thou only knoweſt it; and to ſeek Chrif 
without the Church, we know is vain) tell us 
where this Saviour of thine is to be ſought; that 
we may join with thee in th * holy Study of 


R after Him. 
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HAP. VI. 


1. My IWell-beloved is gone down into his Garden 
to he Beds of Spices, to fred in the Gardens, 
and to gather Lillics. . 


Y Well-beloved Saviour is to be ſought 
and found in the particular Aſſemblies of 
his People, which are his Garden of Plea- 
urn wherem are Varieties of all the Beds of re- 
new'd Souls; which he hath planted, and dreſſed 
by his continual Care, and wherein he walketh 
tor his Delight; ſolacing Himſelf with thoſe Fruits 
of Righteoulneſs and Obedience, which they IT 
forth unto Him. 


2. I am my Well-beleved's, and my Well-beloved 
is mine, who feedeth among the Lillies. 


Axp now, 1o! in Spight of all TetythGeor, 
my beloved Saviour is mine, thro' Faith; and I am 
his, hubris his Love; and both of us are by an in- 

nion knit together; whoſe Conjunction 
and 1 is moſt ſweet and happy; for all that are 
his He feedeth contigually with heavenly _ 


CHRIST. 


3. Thou art beautiful, my Love, as Tirzab, as 
as Feruſalem, terrible as an Army with Bar- 


Neri. 


OrwrrtsTAxDING this thy late Blemiſh 
of neglecting me, O my Church, yet {till 
| in 
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in mine Eyes, thro my Grace, upon this thy 
Repentance, thou art beautiful, like unto that neat 
and | el t City Tirzah, and that orderly Build- 
ing of Feruſalem. And with this thy Lovelineſt, 
thou art awful unto thine Adverfaries, thro" the 


Power of thy Cenſures, and the Majeſty of Him 
dat dwelleth in thee. 


"IS Turn away thine Dyes from me, for to ouver- 
come me: Thine Hair is like no for Li ou 
which look down from Gilead. 


YEA, ſuch Beauty is in thee, that I am r 
come with the Vehemency of ag Affection to thee; 
Turn away thine Eyes 12 om beholding me; 
for the Strength of that: Falth, whereby th * 
hxed upon me, I me from m All. 
therefore again renew thy former Pralle, that & 

gracious Profeſſion, and Al thy Ornaments of ex- 
pies Ceremonies are as comely to behold, as a 


ock of well-fed Goats ing upon the fruitful 
Hills of Gilead. n 


5. Thy Teeth are 11. a bel of Shoes which e 
up from the Waſhing, which every one bring 


- out Twins, and none is barren among them.” 


Tay Teachers, that prepare the heavenly Food 
of thy Soul, are of ſweet Accordance one with 


another; having all one Heart, and one Tongue; 
themſelves are ified and purged from their Un. 
cleanneſs, and are fruitful in their holy Labours 
unto others: So that their Doctrine is never in 


lain, but ſtill anſwer' d with Wan Increaſe of 
Souls to the Church. 


9 


6. 22 within thy Locks ar 6 Pie 
| Na W | 


Twas 
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Tur Part — r which thou 
wilt have ſeen; dimly and ſparingly) is full 
of holy Modeſty mo Baſhfulneſs: So bluſhing, 
that it ſeemeth | like the Colour of a "WET ions 


of Pomegranate. 


7. There are threeſcore * and ' four ſcore Con- 
cubines, and of the Damſels, without Number. 


Luxx chere be never ſo great a Number of People 
and Nations, of Churches and Aſſemblies, which 
challenge my Name and Love, and perhaps by their 


vutward Proſperity, may ſeem to plead much In- 
tereſt in me, and much worth in themſelves; 

8. But my Love tis alone, and undefiled, ſbe is 
the on Daughter of her Mather, and fhe is 
dear to ber that bare her: The Daughters have 
ae ed, F 


YET thou only art my true and chaſt Spouſe, 
pure and undefiled in the Truth of thy Doctrine, 
and the Imputation of my Holineſs. Thou art 
ſhe, whom that Feruſalem which is above, (the Mo- 
ther of us all) ow ledgeth for her only true, and 
dear Daughter. And this is not my Commenda- 
tion alone: But all thoſe Foreign Aſſemblies, which 

might ſeem to be Rivals with thee, applaud and 
bleſs thee in this thy Eſtate, and 2770 22 is 
this People, woe Gop is the Lox. 


9. Who is foe that looketh forth as the Morning, 
fair as the Moon, pure as the Sum, terrible as 


an Army with Banners. 
Ap admiring thy Godlineſs, ſhall fay: 4 Who 


is this that 2 out — CLE the Morning new 
riſen; which from theſe Beginnings is grown 
to 


© > © £2. ty 
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to ſuch high Perfection, that now ſhe is as bright, 
and glorious, as the Sun in its full Strength, and 
the Moon in a clear Sky; and withall is ſo dread» 
ful thro the Majeſty of her Countenance, and 
Power of her Cenſures, as ſome terrible Army, 
with Enſigns diſplay'd, is to a weak Adverſary? 


10. I went down to the dreſſed Orchard, to ſee the . 
Fruits of the Valley, to ſee. if the Vine budded, 
and if the Pomegranates flouriſhed. * 


Tuo complaint of my Abſence, O my 
Church; there was no Cauſe. I meant not to for- 
ſake thee. I did only walk down into the_well- 
dref?d Orchard of thine Aſſemblies, to view their 
Frowardneſs, to ſee the happy Progreſs of the 
Humble in Spirit, and the gracious Bepinnings of 
— tender Souls, which are newly converted unto 

e. | 


11. I knew nothing, Soul ſet me as the Cha» 

riots of my neble People. * u mn 

So earneſtly did I long to re · viſit thee, and to 

reſtore Comfort unto thee, that I haſted, I knew 

not which Way. And with inſenſible Im 
come back, as it were upon the ſwifteſt Chariot. 


12. Return, return, O Shulamite: return, re- 
turn, that I may behold thee : What ſhall you 
fee in the Shulamite, bus as the Company of 
an Army ? | ern 


Now therefore return, O my Spouſe, the true 
Daughter of Feruſalem, return to Me; return to 
thyſelf, and to thy former Feeling of my Grace. 
Return, that, both Myſelf and all the Company of 
A e may ſee and rejoice in thee. And what 

ye ſee, O ye Hoſts of Heaven, what ſhall 7 
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ſee in my Church? Even ſuch an awful Grace and 
Majeſty, as is in a well-marſhall'd Army, ready 
to meet with the Enemy. 


SESSIIESISSSSSSECD 
CHAP. VIL 


1. How beautiful are thy Goings with Shees, 
O Princes Dau Beer ? The ” of thy 
Hips like 7 The Work of @ cunning 


Workman. 4 


OW beautiful are thy Feet, O of 
2 eſt; being ſhod with the Prepara- 
the Goſpel of Peace, and readily 
aidiel'd to rice the Way of the Chammandmens 
of thy Gop ! Thou art compaſſed about thy Loins 
with he Girdle of Truth; which is both precious 
for the Matter of it, od ite eee 
Skill of the Spirit. 


Navel is as a round Cup, that wanteth 


Belly is as an IWheat 
nt Ligur: Th Bel * 


Taz Navel, whereby all thy ſpiritual "ESL 


tians receive their Nouriſhmeat, is full of all fruit- 
ful Supply, and never wants Means of Suſtenance, 


88 Which alſo is ſo 
— enteous in thy bleſſed Increaſe, that it is as an 
cap of Wheat, conſiſting of infinite pure Grains, C 
Plature. together with much Sweetneſs and WI bi 
eaſure. 


3. Thy wo Breaft are as two young Kids that art 
Twins. | 


XI © = o os CO Op ROE... a 
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Tux two Teſtaments (which are thy two full 
and comely Breaſts, by whoſe whol Milk 
| Thou nouriſheſt all thy faithful Children, once 
dorn into the Light) are for their excellent and 

perfect Agreement, and their amiable Proportion, 
ö like two Twins of Kids. 


4 Thy Neck is like a Tower of Toary: Thine Eye 
are like artificial Pools in a frequented Gate : 

) Thy Noſe is as the Totuer of Lebanon, = 
eth toward Damaſcus. 


J 

THosE, who by their holy Authority ſupport 
ny Government ati are aome {trait and 

f Neck to bear up thy Head) are for their 

- Hache and Defence, like a Tess, : for their Or- 

er, Pureneſs and Dignity, like a Tower of Ivory. 

$ 2 Teachers and Miniſters (which are thine 

$ 

$ 

e 


es) are like unto Ponds of Water, in à Place 
N greateſt Reſort: Whence all may plentifull 
draw the Waters of Life. Thy Noe, by which 
all ſpiritual Scents are convey'd to thee, 1s perfectly 
compoſed, and featur d like ſome curious Turret 
that Houſe in Lebanon; ſo that thy 14 
ment, Power of diſcerning the A 


mirable. 


5. Thine Head upon thee is as Scarlet, xt 
Buſh of thine Head like Purple: The * 
tied in thy Beams. 


Tus whole Tire of thine Head (which are the 
Ceremonies uſed by thee) are very graceful, and of 
high Price to all the Beholders. And as for me, I 
am ſo enamour'd of Thee, that — even tied by 
my own Deſire, to a perpetual Preſence in thine 
holy Aſſemblies. 8% 
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6. How fair art thou, and how pleaſant art t 

| O my Love, in Pleaſures! 127 Gn, 
. On! how beautiful and lovely art thou therefore, 


O my Church, in all thy Parts and Ornaments! 
how ſweet and pleaſant art thou, O my Love, in 


whatſoever might give me true Contentment 


7. This thy Stature is like a Palm-Tree; and thy 
Breaſl, like Clifters. | 

Tux whole Frame is, for Goodlineſs, like a tall 
Palm- Tree; which the more it is depreſſed by the 
Violence of Perſegutions, riſeth the more; and the 
two Breaſts of thy Teſtaments are like two full 


j uicy Cluſters, which yield comfortable and abun- 


dant Refreſhing. 


8. I ſaid, I will go up into the Palm-Tree; I will 
take Hold of ber Boughs: Thy Breaſts ſhall 
now be like the Cluſters » 4 the Viren, and t 
Savoar of thy Noſe like Apples. _ | 


Ss RI then Thou art my Palm-Tree, I have 
reſolved in myſelf to join myſelf to Thee; to ga- 
ther thoſe ſweet Fruits of thy Graces, which thou 
yieldeſt; and by my Preſence alſo will cauſe thee 
to be more plentiful in all good Works, and Doc- 
trine; ſo as thou ſhalt afford Abundance of hea- 
venly Liquor unto all the thirſty Souls of thy Chil- 
dren; and an acceptable Verdure of Holineſs and 
Obedience unto me. 


9. And the Ref of thy Mouth like good Wine, 
which goeth ftraight up to my Mell. beloved, and 
cCanſeth the Lips of him that is aſleep, ta ſpeat, 
AxD the Delivery of my Word, by the Mouths 
of my Miniſters, ſhall be as ſome excellent Wine, 
which ſparkleth right upward; being well . 
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of that Gon, in whoſe Name it is taught; und 
being no leſs highly eſteemed of the Receivers : 
Which is of ſuch wonderful Power, that it is ahle 
to put Words both of Repentance, and Praiſe, into 
the Lips of him, that lies afleep in his Sins. 


The CHURCH 
to. Tam my Well-beloved's, and bis Difire is fe. 


wards me. 1 
ExoLD, ſuch as I am, I am not mine own; 
much leſs am I any others. I am wholly my 

Saviour's. And now ee and feel, whatſoever 
[ had deſerved, that He is mine alſo in all entire 
Affection; who hath choſen me, and given Him- 
ſelf for me. $354 | T VIDL 


11. Come, my Well-beloved, let us go into the Fields, 

Count therefore, O my Saviour, let us join to- 
gether; let thy Spirit and my, Service be intent 
upon thy Congregations here below; and let us 
— in the Place, where our Spiritual Huſbandry 
eth. 4 f . 


12. Let us go up curly in the Morning tothe Vines, 
and fee if the Vine flauriſb; it bath 
diſcloſed the firſt Grapes; or whether the Pome- 
 grenates bloſſom: there will I give Thee my 
Love. 17 2 ; AN 

L.z4 us with all Haſte Viſit the fruitſul Vints-6f 
our Believifig Children; and be Witneſſes and 
Partakers of all the Signs and Fruits of Grace; of 
all thoſe good Works, and Thankſgivings ; af 
thoſe holy Endeavours and worthy Practices, which 
they yield forth unto us. Let us judge of their 
Forwardneſs, and commend it. Whereupon it will 
Vol. VII. K eaſily 
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eaſily. appear, that the Conſummation of our hap- 
py Marriage draweth near, in which there ſhall be 
a perfect Union betwixt us. 
OVEN 
I 3 The Mandrakes haye given a Smell, and in 
our Gates are all fweet Things, new and old; 
my Fell-belaved, I have kept them for Thee, 


n thy: godly godly Servants, which not only 

bear Fruit themſelves, but are powerful in the Pro- 
vocation of others, preſent their beſt Services unto 
Thee. And even at our Doors (not far to ſeek, 
nor hard to procure) is Offer made unto Thee, of 
all Variety of Fruit; whether from the yo 
Converts, or thy more ſettled Profeſſors. Ae 
theſe I ſpend not laviſhly; but in m „Lede 


duly referve them for thee, and for the folemn Day 
4 our " um, | 1 
20505609290009008 


r. ne: 
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. Ol, that thou wert as my Brother that ſucked 
ile Breaſt of my Mather ! 1 would find thee 
11. without; TA, the W fe 
4e age _ 
H, that I migh geht fs Thee, 
cloathed - in Fleſh ! Oh, that 
art my everlaſting Huſband, might'it 92 200 be 
my Brother, in akin the ſame Human Nature 
with me; that ſo I, finding Thee below upon 
Earth, 5 familiarly entertain Thee, and con- 
verſe with Thee, without Reproach of the World; 
yea, might be exalted in thy Glory ! 
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2. I will lead Thee, and bring Thee into my Mo 
ther's Houſe ; there Thou ſhalt make me: 1 
will cauſe Thee to drink ſpiced Wi inc, ond. nc 
of the Pamegranates. 


THEN would I (tho' I be now peri up in the Li- 
mits of Judæa) bring Thee forth into the Light: 
and Knowledge of ed Univerſa! Church, whoſe 
Daughter I am. And thou ſhouldſt teach me bow. 
perfectly to worſhip Thee, and I ſhall gladly en- 
tertain — a royal Feaſt of the beſt Graces, 
that are in my holieſt nts; which I know thou: 
wilt account better Cheer, than all the ere 
mne Wines in the Ware blk Mt 

bf aa dd 

3. His Lift Hand hall be under my Head, and 

his Right Hand ſball embrace me. 2 


Tnrnen ſhall I attain to a nearet Cantina 
with Him; and both his Hands ſhall be employec 
to ſuſtain and relieve me: Yea, He ſhall comfort 
ee e „ er- - 
tions) with his gracious TA 1 4 


+ J charge you, O Daughters of FAY that 
| . Fanmenmmnm, 
e. 5 = INNS DH 

'I CHARGE your; 0 all ye, Gab profeſs wy 
Friendſhip' to me, take Heed how e vex and dif.” 
iet my merciful Saviour, and grieve his Spirit.“ 
— 4c by the leaſt eee 71 
A. ; 143 2 . 4 

e eee 


CHRIST. 


ko Whe is this that cometh out of the I Wildernifs, 
leaning upon her IWell-beloved ? I raijed thee 
vp under an PRE: There thy Mother 


2 | con- 
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l There ſhe conceived, that bars 
A 


HO is this, that, from the comfortleſs De- 
ſerts of Ignorance, of Infidelity, of Tri- 
bulations, aſcendeth thus up into the glo- 

rious 15 and Liberty of my Choſen; relying 

wholly upon her Saviour? Is it not my Church ? It 
is ſhe, whom I have loved, and acknowledged of 
old. For even under the Tree of Offence, the 
forbidden Fruit which thou taſtedſt to thy De- 
ſtruction, I raiſed thee up again from Death: Even 

there thy firſt Mother conceived thee ; while b r 

ſhe laid Hold on that bleſſed Promiſe of the 

N ſhe and en Seed were reſtores. 


The Jewrn Cavite 


6. Cet me as a Scal on — and as a Signet 
on thine Arm. For eng as Death ; 
Fealouſy is cruel as the Sven the Cools there- 

F are fiery Coals, and a vehement Flame, 


AVE Thou me fill, O — in per- 
Remembrance. me ſyre in 
ne nt Yea in thine Arms, 2 that, which 


thou holdeſt moſt precious. And let me never be 


removed from Thy Love; the leaſt Shew and Dan- 
ger whereof I cannot endure ; For this my fpiti- 
tual Love is exceeding powerful, and can no more 
be reliſted than Death. And the jealous Zeal which 
] have for Thee and thy Glory, conſumes me, 
even like the Grave, -- burns me up, like unto 


the Coals of ſome moſt vehement Fire. 


7. Much Water cannot ok Love, —_ can 
the Flads drown it : a Man ſhould give all 
the Subfance of his Houſe for of, "they would 
greatly contemn it, 


YEA, 
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YEA, more than any Fire; for any Flame may 
be quenched with Water : But all the Waters of 
Afflictions, yea, whole Streams of Perſecutions, 
a —_—_ uench this Love. And for all tempting 

Wealth, of Pleaſures and Honour, how 
ally aretheycontemned for the Loved my whey | 


8. We have a little Sifter, and foe hath no Breafts- 
IV hat ſhall we Nair 
be ſpoken for ® 

Wx have a Siſter 1 knoweſt, 0 Stew 

3 thro thy Mercy, to the fame Grace with 

+ The nates Church of the Gentz/es ; ſmall 
Ne yet) of Growth, and deſtitute of the Help of 
any outward Miniſtry, whereby ſhe might either 
bear, or nouriſh Ch wht unto Thee. When ſhe 

e and the Myſtery of Cal- 

re ſhall be revealed, what Courſe 

ill it pleaſe Thee to take with her? | 


9. If fhe be a Wall, we wil Milt or bra 8 
ver Palace: and if fhe be a Door, we will 
keep her in with Boards of Cedar.” 


F 'ſhe ſhall continue firm and conſtant; in tbe 
Expectation of her Promiſes, and the Profeffi- 
that Truth, which ſhall be revealed ; we will 
deautify and frengthen her with further Grace, 
and make her a pure and coſtly Palace, fit to en- 
tertain- my Spirit. And if ſhe will give free Pai- 
ſage and good Entrance, to my Word and Grace, 
we will make her ſure and fate from Corruption, 


en 
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10, 7 am a Wall, and Breafls are Totber / 
Den was I in his 2. as one that Lats 


Peace. 


JEHOLD! that Condition, which Thou re- 
quireſt in the Church of the Gentiles, Thou 
findeſt in me. I am thus firm and conſtant in my 
Expectation, in my Proſeſſion: And that Want 
Thou findeſt in her of Ability to nouriſh her Chil- 
dren, by the Breaſt of thy Word, is not in me; 
who have Abundance both of Nouriſhment and 
Defence: Upon which my Confeſſion and Plea, I 
found Grace and Peace in "= * of my Saviour, 


CHRIST. 


1. Solomon had @ Vine in Baakbamon : He gave 
the Vineyard unto Keepers: Every one bring- 
eh for the Fruit thereof a thouſand Pieces 7 


Silver. 


M. Church is my Vine, and I am the Own- 
P 


er and Huſbandman. Our Thrift and 
thereof far exceedeth the good Huſbandry of 
Solomon. He hath a rich Vineyard indeed in 3 
moſt fruitful Soil; but he lets it forth to the Han 
of others, as not being able to keep and dreſs it 
ings And therefore he is fain to be content uin 
baba Part of the Increaſe, not 1 
ky hole 


But my Vincyard which i is mine, is before me 


To thee, O Folomon, meth 4 th 
Pieces of Siber, an Nd bundred 70 n 
that keep the Fruit 2 


Bur my Vine is ever before me. I am with it 
to the End of the World. I reſerve it in mine 


own Hands, and dreſs it with mine own _ 
n 
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And therefore if thou, O Solomon, canſt receive 
from thine, to the Proportion of a thouſand, thy 
Workmen and Farmers will look for the fifth 500 


. 


to come unto their Share; whereas the Gain 
E entre OT 


I 13 O theu that dwelleft in the Gardens, the Bon- 
ns N thy Paice, 12 9 N 


(uncl . ſuch is m bs FF thee, and 
joy in thee, O my Church, (which conſiſteſt of 
| IN the particular Aſſemhlies of Men proſeffin rain 
Name) ſee thou be diligent in declaring my all, 
and giving holy Counſels to all thy F ow-Mem- 
bers. Speak forth my Praiſe in the great Congre- 
tions (which all attend upon thee) and 
# me hear the Voice of thy conſtant and faithful 


Confeſſion of me before the World. 
The CHURCH. 


14. Oh my Welkbeloved, flee and be like 
unte the Noe, — Je rt upon the 
Mountain of Spices.” | 


W1L1 moſt gladly do what Thou commandeſt, 

O my Saviour. But that I may perform it ac- 
cordingly, be 'Thou (which art, n to thy 
bodily Preſence, in the higheſt Heavens) ever pre- 
ſent with me by thy Spirit; and haſten thy wy 
ous Coming, to my full Redepmtion ! 
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On ſeveral Occ as1ons. 
S$S$OHSSSS$S$$S-$$S$S$$SS$$$95 
To my Lavpy 
5 CONTAINING. 
The DzscriPTION of a CHRISTIAN, 
MApAu, | 
T is true, that worldly Eyes can fee no Diffe- 
rence betwixt à Chriſtian and another Man; 
the Outſide of both is made of one Clay, and 
caſt in one Mouldz both are inſpired with one 
common Breath: Outward Events diſtinguiſh 


them not; thoſe GopD never made for Evidences 
of Love or u So the Senſes can — 
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Difference betwixt the reaſonable Soul, and that 
which informs the Beaſt ; Vet the Soul knows 
there is much more, than betwixt their Bodi 
The ſame holds in this; Faith ſees more inward 
lance. 2nd wor bu itt dr a ez 
Tuis Point is not more high than, material z 
Which that it may appear, Jet me ſhew what it is 
to be a Chriſtian; You that bave felt it, can ſes 
cond me with your Experience and ſupply the 
Defects, of my Diſcourſe. He is the living Tem- 
dle of the living Gopz where the Deity is bot 
ceſident and worſhipped. The higheſt Thing in 
Man is his own Spirit: But in a Chriſtian, the Spirit 
of GoD, which is the Gop of Spirits. No Grace 
's wanting in Him; and thoſe which there are, want 
not ſtirring up. Both his Heart and his Hands 
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Uſher, and is made vile in himſelf, then is he led 
up into the higher School of CHRIST, and there 
taught the comfortable Leſſons of Grace; there he 
learns what belongs to a Saviour; what He is, 
what He hath done; and for whom, how He be- 
came ours, we his. And now finding himſelf-in 2 
true State of Danger, of Need, of Deſire, he brings 
Home to himſelf all that he learns, and what he 
knows, he applies. His former Tutor he feared, 
this he loveth ; that ſhewed him his Wounds, yea, 
made them ; this binds and heals them: "That kill- 
ed him; this ſhews him Life, and leads him to it. 
Now at once he hates himſelf, deſies Satan, truſts 
in Chri/t, taſtes both of Pardon and Glory. This 
is his moſt precious 'Faith, whereby he appropri- 
ates, yea, ingrofles CHRIST JEsus to Himſelf: 
Whence he is juſtified from his Sins, purified from 
his Corruptions, eftabliſhed in his Reſolutions, 
Emforted in his Doubts, defended againft Temp- 
fations, 'overcomes all his Enemies. He ſees that 
this be ſound, lively, growing: Sound, not rot- 
ten, not hollow, not preſumptuous: Sound in the 
AQ; not a ſuperficial Conceit, but a true, deep, 
and ſenſible Apprehenſion: An Apprehenſion, not 
of the Nein, r f the Heart; and of the Heart 
not approving, or aſſenting, but truſting and re- 
ng. Sound in the Object, none but Chri/: 

e knows, that no Friendſhip in Heaven can do 
him Good, without this; the Angels cannot; Gop 
— not: Ve believe in the Father, believe alſo in 

e. 19 037.15 | (33 FIRTH 3-5! 


- LiveLy; for it cannot give Life, unleſs it have 
Life; the Faith that is not fruitful, is dead: The 
Fruits of Faith are good Works; whether inward, 
within the Roof of the Heart, as Love, Awe, Sor- 
row, Pity, Zeal, Joy, and the reſt; or outward 
towards Gop, or our Brethren : 1 — 
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Service to the one; to the other, Relief and-Bene- 
ficence: Theſe he bears in his Time; ſometimes 
all, but always ſome. | 


_ GrowinG: True Faith cannot ſtand ſtill; but 
as it is fruitful in Works, ſo it increaſeth in De- 
grees: From a little Seed it proves a large Plant, 
reaching from Earth to Heaven, and from one 
Heaven to another: Every Shower and every Sun 
adds ſomething to it. Neither is this Grace ever 
ſolitary, but always attended royally : for he that 
believes what a Saviour he hath, cannot but love 
Him; and he that loves Him, cannot but hate 
whatſoever may diſpleaſe Him; cannot but wejoice 
in Him, and hope to enjoy Him, and deſite to en- 
joy his Hope, and conteinn all thoſe Vanities 
which he once deſired and enjoyed. His Mind 
now. ſcorneth to grovel upon Earth, but ſoareth up 
to the Things Above, where Chrift fits at the 
Right Hand of Gop; and after it hath ſeen what 
is done in Heaven, looks ſtrangely upon all world- 
ly Things. He dares truſt his Faith above his 
Reaſon, and Senſe: And hath learned to wean his 
Appetite from craving much. He ſtands in awe 
of his own Conſcience, and dares no more offend 
it, than pleaſe himſelf. He fears not his Enemies, 
yet neglects them not; eq avoiding Security, 
and Timorouſneſs. - He ſees Him that is Inviſible; 
and walks with Him awfully, . familiarly. He 
knows what he is. born to, and therefore digeſts 
the Troubles of Life with Patience: He finds more 
— in his Afflictions, than any Worldling in 


AND as he hath theſe Graces to comfort him 
within, ſo hath he the Angels to attend him with- 
out; Spirits better than his own z more powerful, 
more glorious: "Theſe bear him in their ns 

| wake 
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wake by his Bed, keep his Soul while he hath it, 


and receive it when it leaves him. Theſe are ſome 

reſent Differences: The greateſt are future; no 
les than betwixt Heaven and Hell, Torment and 
Glory; an incorruptible Crown, and Fire un- 
quenchable. Whether Infidels believe theſe Things 
or no, we know them: So ſhall they, but too 


late. 


Wär remains but that we applaud ourſelves 
in this Happineſs, and walk on in this heavenly 
Profeſſion? Acknowledging that Gop could not 
do more for us; and that we cannot do enough 
for Him. Let others boaſt (as your Ladyfhip 
might with others) of antient and noble Houſes, 
large Patrimonies, or Dowries, honourable Com- 
. mands; others of famous Names, high and envied 
Honours, . or the Favours of the Greateſt; others 
of Valour or Beauty, or ſome perhaps of eminent 
Learning and Wit; it ſhall be our glorying that we 


are CHRISTIANS. 


nw hed Dro — a 8 


10 


% r 


e _co=_ 5 w2_ ee 


7 


TO 


My Lox) DENMNY. 


How our Days are, or ſhould be ſpent. 
PVERY Day is a little Lifez and our whole 


Life is but a Day repeated; whence it is that - 


| old Jacob n his Life by Days, and 
Moſes deſires to be taught this Point of holy Arith- 
metick, To number not his Years, but his Days: 
Thoſe therefore that dare loſe a Day, are dan . 


ly prodigal; thoſe that dare miſ ſpend it, delpe; 


We can beſt teach others by ourſelves: Let me 
tell your Loxdſhip, how I would paſs my Days, 


approve my Thriftineſs, or correct my Errors: To 
whom is the Account of my Hours either more 
due, or more known? All Days are His, who gave 
Time, a Beginning, and Continuance; yet ſome 
He hath made ours, not to command, but to uſe. 
In none may we forget Him: In ſome we mult 
forget all, beſides Him. 

oL. VII. L FirsT, 


whether common or ſacred; that you may either 
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FirsT therefore, I deſire to awake at thoſe Hours, 
not when I will, but when I muſt: Pleaſure is not 
a fit Rule for Reſt, but Health; neither do I con- 
ſult ſo much with the Sun, as mine own Neceſſity, 
whether of Body, or in that, of the Mind. If this 
Vaſſal could well ſerve me waking, it ſhould never 
ſleep: But now, it muſt be pleaſed, that it may be 
ſerviceable. Now, when Sleep is rather driven a- 
way, than leaves me; I would ever awake with 
Gon; my firſt Thoughts are for Him, who hath 
made the Night for Reſt, and the Day for Travel: 
And as He gives, fo He bleſſes both. If my Heart 
of early ſcaton'd with his Preſence, it will ſavour 
ot Him all Day after. 


Wu my Body is dreſſing, not with an effe- 
minate Curioſity, nor yet with rude Neglect; my 
Mind addreſſes itſelf to her enſuing Taſk; bethink- 
ing what is to be done, and in what Order; and 
marſhalling my Hours with my Work. That done, 


after ſome Meditation, I walk to my Books; and 
fitting down amongſt them, I dare not reach forth 


my Hand to falute any of them, *till I have firſt 


looked up to Heaven, and craved Favour of Him, 
to whom all my Studies are referr'd; without 
whom, T can neither profit, nor labour. After 
this, out of no great Variety, I call forth thoſe, 
which beſt fit my Occaſions; wherein, I am not 
too ſcrupulous of Age: Sometimes I put my ſelf to 
School, to one of thoſe Antients, whom the Church 
hath honour'd with the Name of Fathers; whoſe 
Volumes, I confeſs not to open, without a fecret 
Reverence of their Holineſs and Gravity: Some- 
times to thoſe later Doctors, who want nothing but 
Age to make them Claſſical: Always to God's 
Book. That Day is loſt, whereof ſome Hours are 
not improved in thoſe divine Monuments: Others 
I turn over out of Choice; theſe out of Duty. E $ 
OTE | MY .Yolts 


come: Theſe prepare 7. for a Diet, not glutton- 
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. Ex I can have fate unto Wearineſs, my Fami- 
ly, having now overcomemll Houſhold Diſtractions, 
invites me to our common Devotions: Not with- 
out ſome ſhort Preparation, Theſe heartily per- 
form'd, ſend me up, with a more ſtrong and cheer- 
ful Appetite to my former Work, which I find 
made eaſy to me by Interceſſion, and Variety. Now 
therefore can I deceive the Hours with Change of 
Pleaſures, that is, of Labours. One While mine 
Eyes are buſted, another while my Hand, and ſome- 
times my Mind takes the Burthen from them both 
Wherein, I would imitate the ſkilfulleſt Cooks, 
which make the beſt Diſhes with manifold Mix- 
tures: One Hour is ſpent in Textual Divinity, a- 
nother in Controverſy: Hiſtorics relieve them both. 


Now, when the Mind is weary of other La- 


bours, it * to undertake her own: Sometimes 
it meditates for future Uſe; ſometimes I write; for 
myſelf, or for others. The Decay of a weak Bo- 
1 makes me think theſe Delights inſenſibly la- 

10us. | | k 


Tuvs could I all Day (as Ringers uſe) make 
myſelf Muſick with Changes, and complain ſooner 

the Day for Shortneſs, than of the Buſineſs for 
Toil; were it not that this faint Monitor interrupts 
me {till in the Midſt of my buſy Pleaſures, and en; 
forces me both to Reſpite and Repaſt: I muſt yield 
to both; while my Body and Mind are joined to- 
15 in theſe unequal Couples, the better muſt 

llow the weaker. Before my Meals therefore, 
and after, I let myſelf looſe from all Thoughts; 
and now, would forget that I ever ſtudied. A full 
Mind takes away the Body's Appetite, no leſs than 
a full Body makes a dull and unweildy Mind. Com- 
pany and Diſcourſe, are now ſeaſonable and wel- 


ous, 
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ous, but medicinal. The Palate may not be pleaſ- 
ed, but the Stomach; nor that for its own Sake. 
Neither would I think any of theſe Comforts worth 
regarding in themfelves, te in their Uſe, in their 
ods ſo far, as they may enable me to better 
hings. If I fee any Diſh to tempt my Palate, T 
fear a Serpent in that Apple, and pleaſe myſelf in 
a wilful Denial. I riſe capable of more, not de- 
firous: Not now immediately from my Trencher, 
to my Book; but after ſome Intermiſſion. Mode- 
rate Speed is a ſure Help to all t g- where 
thoſe Things, which are profecuted with Violence, 
either ſucceed not, or continue not. 138 


k , 5 


AFTER my later Meal, my Thoughts are flight; 
only my Memory may be charged with her Taſk, 
of recalling what was committed to her Cuſtody 
in the Day; and my Heart is buſy in examinin 
my Hands and Mouth, and all other Senſes, of t 
Day's Behaviour. And now the Evening is come, 
no Tradeſman doth more carefully take in his Wares 
clear his Shop-board, and ſhut his Windows, than 
8 thut up my Thoughts, and clear my Mind. 

hat Student ſhall live miſerably, who like a Ca- 
mel lies down under his Burden. All this done, 
calling together my Family, we end the Day with 
Gop. Thus do we rather drive away the Time 
before us, than follow it. | 


T o6rANT, neither is my Practice worthy to be 
exemplary, neither are our Callings proportionable. 
The Lives of a Nobleman, of a Courtier, of a Scho- 
lar, of a Citizen, of a Countryman, differ no lefs 
than their Diſpoſitions: Yet muſt all conſpire in 
honeſt Labour. Sweat is the Deſtiny of all Trades, 
whether of the Brow, or of the Mind. Gop never 
allow'd any Man to do nothing. How miſerable 
is the Condition of thoſe Men, who * the 
3 une 
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Time as if it were given them, and not lent! As if 
Hours were waſte Creatures, and ſuch as ſhould ne- 
ver be accounted for: As if Gon would take this 
for a good Bill of Reckoning; Item, Spent upon 
my Pleaſures forty Years. I heſe Men ſhall once 
find, that no Blood can privilege Idleneſs; and 
that nothing is more precious to Gop, than that, 
which they deſire to caſt away; Time. 


Such are my common Days: But Gop's Day 
calls for another Reſpect. . The ſame Sun ariſes on 
this Day, and enlightens it; yet becauſe that Sun 
of Righteouſneſs aroſe upon it, and gave a new Life 
unto the World in it, and drew the Strength of 
God's moral Precept unto it, therefore juſtly do 
we fing with the Pfalmiſt; This 7s the Do which 
the Lok D hath made. Now I forget the World, 
and, in a Sort, myſelf; and deal with my wonted 
Thoughts, as great Men uſe, who at ſome Times 
of their Privacy, forbid the Acceſs all Suiters. 
Prayer, Meditation, Reading, Hearing, Preaching, 
dinging, good Conference, are the Buſineſs of this 
Day; which I dare not beſtow on any Work, or 
Pleaſure, but heavenly. I hate Superſtition on the 
one Side, and Looſneſs on the other; but 1 find 
it hard to offend in too much Devotion, eaſy in 
Prophaneneſs. The whole Week is ſanctiſied by this 
Day: And according to my Care of this, is my 
Blefling on the reſt. I ſhew your Lordſhip what I 
would do, and what I ought: I commit my De- 
fires to the Imitation of the Weak; my Actions to 
the Cenſures of the Wiſe and Holy; my Weakneſ⸗- 
es to the Pardon and Redreſs of my mercitul Gos. 
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Sir FuLK GREVILLE. 
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How dre may uſe the Wok l D without 
| Danger. 


OW to live out of the Danger of the World, 
is both a great and good Care, and that 
which troubles few. , woſy that theWorld 
not hurt them, run from it; and baniſh them- 
ſelves to the Tops of ſolitary Mountains; chang- 
ing the Cities for Deſarts, Houſes for Caves, and 
the Society of Men for Beaſts; and left their Ene- 
my might inſinuate himſelf into their Secrecy, 
have abridg'd themſelves of Diet, Cloathing, Lodg- 
ing, Harbour, fit for reaſonable Creatures; ſeeming 
to have left off themſelves, no leſs than Compa- 
nions: As if the World were not every where; as 
if we could hide ourſelves from the il; as if 
Solitarineſs were privileged from Temptations; as 
if we did not more violently affect reſtrained De- 
lights; as if theſe Jerames did not find Rome in 
their Heart, when they had nothing but * and 
s ! recs 
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Trees in their Eye. Hence, theſe Places of Re- 
tiredneſs, founded at firſt upon Neceſlity  mix'd 
with Devotion, have prov'd infamouſly unclean; 
Cells of Luſt, not of biety. This Courſe is pre- 


poſterous, 


Ir I were worthy to teach you a better Way, 
Learn to be an Hermit at home. Begin with your 
own Heart, eſtrange and wean it from the Love, 
not from the Uſe of the World. Chriſtianity hath 
taught us nothing, if we have not learned this Di- 
ſtinction. It is a great Weakneſs not to ſee, but 
we muſt be enamour' d. Eliſba faw the ſecret State 
of the Syrian Court, yet as an Enemy. The bleſſed 
Angels ſee our earthly Affairs, but as ers. 
Moſes his Body was in the Court of Pharoah, a- 
mongſt the delicate Egyptians, his Heart was ſuf- 
fering with the afflicted /fraelites. Lot took Part 
of the fair Meadows of Sodom, not of their Sins. 
Our bleſſed Saviour ſaw the Glory of all Kingdoms, 
and contemn'd them: And cannot the World look 
upon us Chriſtians, but we are bewitched? We ſee 
the Sun daily, and warm us at his Beams, yet 
make not an Idol of it. | | 


AlL our Safety or Danger is from within. In 
vain is the Body an Anchorite, if the Heart be a 
Ruffan. And if that be retired in Affections, the 
= is but a Cypher: Then the Eyes will look 
careleſsly and ſtrangely on what they ſee, and the 
Tongue will ſometimes anſwer to what was not 
aſked, * We eat and recreate, . becauſe we mult, 
not becauſe we would: And when we are pleaſed, 
we are ſuſpicious. Lawful Delights, we neither 
refuſe nor doat upon, and all Contentments go and 
come like Strangers. l 


THAT 


* 
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THAT all this may be done, take up your Heart 
with better Thoughts. Be ſure it will not be emp- 
* If Heaven have fore- ſtalled all the Rooms, the 

orld is diſappainted, and either dares not offer, 
or is repulſed. Fix yourſelf upon the Glory of 
that Eternity, which abides you after this ſhort 
Pilgrimage. You cannot but contemn what you 

T in Compariſon of what we expect. Leave not 
till you attain to this, that you are willing to live, 
becauſe you cannot as yet be diſſolved. Be but 
one half upon Earth. your better Part con- 
verſe above, whence it is, and enjoy that, where to 
it was ordain'd. Think how little the World can 
do for you: And what it doth, how deceitfully? 
What Stings there are with this Honey? what Fare- 
well ſucceeds this Welcome? When this Jae 
brings you Milk in one Hand, know, ſhe hath a 
Nail in the other. Aſk your Heart what it is the 
better, for all thoſe Pleaſures wherewith it hath be- 
friended Let your own Tryal teach you Con- 
tempt. Think how ſincere, how glorious thoſe 
Joys are, which abide you elſewhere; and a thou- 
ſand Times more certain (though future) than 
preſent. 


Ap let not theſe Thoughts be flying, but fixed, 
In vain do we meditate, if we reſolve not. When 
your Heart is once thus ſettled, it ſhall command 
all Things to Advantage. The World. ſhall not 
betray, but ſerve it; and that ſhall befulfilled, which 
Gop promiſes by his Solomon; When the Ways of 
4 Man «hc the Lox D, He will * bis Enemies 
alſo at Peace with Him. | 
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In xix. 30. 


When Js sus therefore had received the 
. Vinegar, He ſaid, It is finiſhed; and 
bouung the Head, He gave up the 


Goof, 


HE bitter and yet viQtorious Paſſion of the 
Son of Gop,' as it was the ſtran Tg 
that ever befel the Earth; ſo it alſo is of mo 
\ forereign Uſe, and looks for the moſt frequent and 
h care- 
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careful Meditation. It is one of thoſe Things, 
which was once done, that it might be thought of 
Friday of a Chriſtian : Who, with that great Doc- 
tor of the Gentiles, muſt defire to know Nothing 
but eue Chrift, and Him crucifiec. 


THERE is no Branch or Circumſtance in this 
wonderful Buſineſs which yields not infinite Mat- 
ter of Niſcourſe. According to the Solemnity of 
this Time and Place, I have choſen to recommend 
unto-your Chriſtian Attention, our Saviour's Fare- 
wel to Nature in his laſt Word, in his laſt Act. 
His laſt Word, It is finiſhed; his laſt Act, He gave 
up the Ghoſt. That which He ſaid, He did. 


Ir there be any Theme that may challenge and 
command our Ears and Hearts, this is it : For be- 
hold, the ſweeteſt Word that ever Chri/t ſpake, 
and the moſt meritorious AR that every He did, 
are met together, in this his laſt Breath. In the 
one ye ſhall ſee Him triumphing ; yielding in the 
other, yet ſo as He overcomes. * there · 
fore; that you ſaw Chriſt Jcſus in this of his 
Paſſion (who is every Day here crucified before 
your Eyes) advanced upon the Chariot of his Croſs; 
and now, after a weary Conflict, chearfully over- 
looking the Deſpight and Shame of Men, the 
Wrath of his Father, Sin, Death, Hell; which all 
lie gaſping at his Foot: And then you ſhall con- 
ceive, with what Spirit he ſaith; It is fniſbed. 
What is finiſhed ? Shortly ; All the Prophecies 
that were of Him; All legal Obſervations, that 
prefigured Him ; His own Sufferings ; Our Salva- 
tion. The Prophecies are accompliſh'd, the Ce- 


remonies aboliſh'd, his Sufferings ended, our Sal- 
vation wrought : 'T heſe four Heads ſhall limit — 
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firſt Part of my Speech; only let them find and 


leave you attentive, 


52 * re | 15 would take up 
b Ar a Life to compare the 
_ wo der . 15. | Prophets and Evan- 
ere m. xxxi, 15. — Matt. ii, I geliſts, the Predicti- 
4 2 — = 05 ons and the Hiſtory, 


| 
Elay ix. 1. Matt. iv. 15. and largely to diſ- 
1 4. Jo =, 5 courſe how the one 
A * | foretells, and the o- 
Flay Ixi. 1. — Matt. xi. 
Flay Au. 2. Matt. "het ther anſwers :. Let it 
ay i. 17. e . 40. | ſuffice to look at them 
N 4 , running. Of all the 
Plalm heeviid, 2. —Matt. xiii. 35. g. 
Efay xxxv. 5, 2 xv. 3 Evangeliſts, St. Mat- 
> hi 11. * N thew- hath been moſt 
ac + It. 9. oNatt. 10:dem. ſtudious, in makin | 
. * —} Matt. xx1i. . D 
. theſe Correſponden- 
Elay v. 8. —Matt. xxi. 33. | ces and References; 


Plahm cxviii. 22. — Matt. xi. 44. 
File 66 e with whom the Bur- 


Tay vi. 14. Matt, xxi. 44+ den of every Event, 
5 2 3 Ry 2 — is ſtill, that it might be 
ave © 3 Ifilled. Thus hath 
Zach, xiii. a #1 wifi 
as IR 15 he noted (if I have 
hg : N er = reckon'd them aright) 
Plalm xrii. 7s. —Matt, xxvii. * two and thir ty ſeveral 
Palm xxii. 2. — Matt, xvil. 46. Pro phecies concern- 


Pllm Kix. 22. — Matt. xvii. 48. ing 557% fulhlled i in 

| G his Bi „Life, Death. 
John adds many more. Our Speech muſt be 
directed to his Paſſion. Omitting the reſt, let us 
infiſt on thoſe. 


He muſt be a chended: It was propheſied 3 
The Anointed of the Lok p was taken in their Nets. 
But how ? He muſt be ſold. For what? For thir- 
ty Silver Pieces. And what muſt thoſe do ? Buy 
a Field: All foretold ; And they took thirty . 

jecet, 


d. 
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Pieces, the Price of him that was valued, and gave 
them for the Potters- Field, faith Zechariah (mil: 
written Jeremiah, by one Letter miſtaken in the 
Abbreviation). By whom? That Child of Perdi- 
tion, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. Which 
was he? It is foretold ; He that eateth Bread with 
me. And what ſhall his Diſciples do? Run away: 
So faith the Prophecy; I will fanite the Shet herd, 
and the Sheep ſhall be feattered. What ſhall be done 
to Him? He muſt be ſcourged and ſpit upon: Not 
without a Prophecy; I hid not my Face from Shame 
and Spitting. What ſhall be the Iſſue? He ſhall be 
led to Death: It is the Prophecy, The M. ia ſhall 
be ſlain. What Death? He muſt be lift up; Like 
as Meſes lift up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even 


' fo ſhall the Sen of Man be lift up. 


CarysosSTOMN faith well, That ſome Actions 
are Parables: So may I ſay, Some Actions are Pro- 
phecies. Such are all Types of Ghrrft, and this 
with the Foremoſt. Liſt up, Whither? To the 
Croſs. It is the Prophecy, Hanging upon a Tree. 
How lift up? Nailed to it: So is the Prophecy; 


| They have pierced my Hands and my Feet. With 


what Company ? Two Thieves: Vith the Wicked 
was he numbred. Where? Without the Gates, faith 
the Prophecy. What becomes of his Garments ! 
They cannot ſo much as caſt the Dice for his 
Coat, but. it is propheſied ; They divided my Gar- 
ments, and on my N fre, caft Lots. He muſt die 
then on the Croſs: But how ? Voluntarily. Noi 
a Bone of Him ſhall be broken. What hinders it 
Lo, there He hangs, as it were neglected and at 
Mercy 114 all the raging "Jews, Nays all the De- 
vils in Hell, cannot flir one Bone in his bleſſed 


Body. It was propheſied in the £a/fter-Lamb, and 

it muſt be fulfilled in Him chat is the true Paſſover, 

in Spight of Fiends and Men. How then? He 
* m 
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muſt be thruſt in the Side.. Behold, not the very 


it muſt be guided by a Prophecy; They ſhail look on 
Him whom they have f ierced. What ſhall He ſay 
the while ? Not his very Words but are fore-ſpo- 
ken. His Complaint, Ek, Ek, lamma ſabatthani, P/. 
xxii. 2. His Reſignation, Into thy Hands I commend 
my Spirit, PC. xxxi. 5. His R Father, forgive 
them: He prays the Tranſgreſſors, faith ſar. 
And now when He ſaw all th rophecies were 
fulfilled, knowing that one remained, He ſaid; 7 
thirſt. A ſtrange Hearing! that a Man, yea, that 
Gop and Man dying, ſhould complain of Thirſt. 


Covup He endure the ſcorching Flames of the 
Wrath of his Father, the Curſe of our Sins, thoſe 


Tortures of Body, thoſe Horrors of Soul, and doth 


He ſhrink at his Thirſt? No, no: He could have 
borne- his Drought, He could not bear the Scrip- 
ture not fulfilled. It was not Neceſſity of Nature, 
but the Neceſſity of his Father's Decree, that drew 
forth, I thirff. They offered it before, He refuſed 
it : Whether it were an ordinary Potion for the 
Condemaed to haſten Death, or whether it were 
that Jetoiſh Potion, whereof the Rabbins ſpeak z 
whoſe Tradition was, that the Malefactor to be 
executed, ſhould, after ſome good Counſel from 
two of their Teachers, be taught to ſay ; Let my 
of all my Sins; and then, 
that he ſhould have given him a Bowl of mixt 
Wine, with a Grain of Frankincenſe, to bereave 
him both of Reaſon and Pain. | 


Tuvus the Prophecies are finiſh'd. Of the legal 
Obſervations, with more Brevi Chrift is the 
End of the Law. What Law? Ceremonial, Mo- 
tal. Of the Moral; it was kept perfectly by Him- 

Vo. VII. as » kf 
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Spear could touch his precious Side being dead, but 
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ſelf, ſatisfied fully for us. Of the Ceremonial ; it 
was referred to Him, obſerved of Him, fulfilled in 
Him, aboliſh'd by Him. There were Nothi 

more eaſy, than to ſhew you how all thoſe Jewiſh 
Ceremonies look'd at Crit: How Circumciſion, 
the Paſſover, the Tabernacle, both Outer and Inner, 


the Temple, the Laver, both the Altars, the Ta- 


bles of Shew-Bread, the Candleſticks, the Vail, 
the Holy of Holies, the Propitiatory, the Pot of 
Manna, Aarons Rod, the High Prieſt, his Order 
and Line, his Habits, his Inaugurations, his Waſh- 
ings, his Anointings, his Sprinklings, Offerings, 
his Sacrifices, and whatever Jetoiſh Rite, had their 
Virtue from Chr:i/?, Relation to Him, and their 
End in Him. This was then their laſt Gaſp; for 
now ſtraight they died with Chrift; now the Vail 
of the Temple Rent, when Chr:/?'s laſt Breath paſ- 
fed. The Vail rent, is the Obligation of the Ri- 
tual Law cancell'd; the Way into the Heavenly 
Sanctuary opened; the Shadow giving Room to 
the Subſtance. Even now the Law of Ceremonies 
died. It had a long and ſolemn Burial, as Au- 
guftine ſaith well; perhaps figured in Moſes, who 
js not lingeringly, but was thirty Days mourn- 
OT. | , 


Tuus the Ceremonies are finiſhed: Now hear 
the End of his Sufferings, with like Patience and 
Devotion. His Death is here included. It was ſo 
near, that he ſpake of it as done; and when it 
was done, all was done. How eaſy it is to loſe 
ourſelves in this Diſcourſe! How hard not to be 
overwhelmed with Matter of Wonder; and to 
find either Beginning or End! His Sufferings 
found an End, our Thoughts cannot, | 


. ALL his Life was but u perpetual PaSion. Ia 


that He became Man, He ſuffered more than we 
can 
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can do, either while we are Men, or when we ceaſe 
to be Men, He humbled, yea, He emptied Him- 
ſelf. That Man ſhould be turned into a Beaſt, 
into a Worm, into Duſt, into Nothing, is not fo 
great a Diſparagement, as that GoD ſhould: be- 
come Man: And yet it is not finiſhed; it is but 
begun. But what Man? If, as the abſolute Mo- 
narch of the World, He had commanded the Vaſ- 
falage of all Emperors, and Princes, and had trod 
on nothing but Crowns and Sceptres, this had car- 
ried ſome Port with it, ſuitable to the Majeſty ot 
Gop's Son. No ſuch Matter : Here is neither 
Form nor Beauty; unleſs the Form of a Servant. 
Behold, He is a Man to Gop; a Servant to Man. 
He is deſpiſed and rejected of Men; yea (as Him- 
ſelf, of Himſelf) a Worm, and no Man, the 
Shame of Men, and Contempt of- the People. 
Ilha is the King of Glory? The Lorp of He, 
He is the King of Glory. Set theſe two together; 
the King of Glory; the Shame of Men, The 
more Honour, the more Abaſement. 


Look back to his Cradle: There you find Him 
rejected of the Bethlehemites; born and laid, how 
homely, how unworthily f ſought for by Hered, 
exiled to Egyyt, obſcure'y brought up in the Cot- 
tage of a poor Foſter-Father, tempted by Satan, 
derided of his Kindred, traduced by the Vetus, 
pinched with Hunger, reſtleſs, harbourleſs, ſors 
rowful. Perſecuted by the Elders and Phariſees, 


fold by his own Servant, apprehended, arraigned, 
ſcourged, condemned, and yet it is not hniſhed. - 


Lr us, with that Diſciple, follow Him afar 
off; and paſſing over all his contemptuous Uſage in 
the Way, ſee Him brought to his Croſs. Still 
the further we look, the more Wonder. Every 
Thing adds to this „e of Suffering, and 
8 * 2 


Tri- 
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Triumph of Over-coming. Where was it? Not 
in a Corner, as Paul faith to Feſtus, but in Feru- 
ſalem, the Heart of the World. In Ferrſalen, 
which He had honoured with his own Preſence, 
taught with his Preaching, aſtoniſh'd with his Mi- 
racles, bewailed with his Tears ; crying over it, 
O Feruſalem, Teruſalem, hew oft would J, and 
theu wouldt net: O yet, if in this thy Day. Cru- 
elty and Unkindneſs, after good Deſert, afflict fo 
much more, as our Merit hath been greater. 
Whereabouts? Without the Gates: In Calvary, 
among the ſtinking Bones of execrable Malefac- 
tors. Before, the Glory of the Place bred Shame; 
now the Vileneſs of it. When? But in the Paſl- 
over; a Time of greateſt Concourſe of all Jews 
and Proſelytes: An Holy Time: When they ſhould 
receive the Figure, they reject the Subſtance: 
When they ſhould kill and eat the Sacramental 
Lamb, in Faith, in Thankfulneſs, they kill the 
Lamb of God, our true Paſſover, in Cruelty and 
Contempt. With whom? (The Quality of our 
Company either increaſes or leſſens Shame.) In 
the Midi of Thieves, as the Prince of Thieves. 
There was no Guile in bis Mouth, much lefs in 
his Hands;: Yet behold, He that thought it no 
_ Robbery to be Equal with Gop, is made Equal 
to Robbers and Murderers ; yea, ſuperior in Evil. 
What ſuffered He? As all Lives are not alike 
pleaſant, ſo all Deaths are not equally fearful. See 
the Apoſtles Gradation : He was made obedient to 
the Death, even the Death of the Craſs. The Croſs, 
a lingring, tormenting, ignominious Death. The 
Fews had four Kinds of Death for Malefactors; 
the Towel, the Sword, Fire, Stones; each. of 
theſe above other in Extremity. Strangling with 
the Towel, t accounted eaſieſt : "The Sword 
worſe than the Towel: The Fire worſe than the 
Sword: Stoning worſe than the Fire: Bu this 
# 4h 2 man 
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Roman Death was worſt of all. Curſed is every 
ore that hangeth on a Tree. Yet He is not there, 
fore accurſed, becauſe He hangeth; but therefore 
He hangeth, becauſe He is accurſed. He was 
made a Curſe for us. The Curſe was more than 
the Shame: Yet the Shame is unſpeakable; and 
no more than the Pain. Yet all that die the 
ame Death, are not equally miſerable: The very 
Thieves fared better in their Death than He. 
hear of no Irrifion, no Inſcription, no Taunts, no 
Inſult on them. They had nothing but Pain to 
encounter, He Pain and Scorn. The Jews, the 
Soldiers, yea, the very Thieves triumph over his 
Miſery z his Blood cannot ſatisfy them, without 
bis Reproach. Which of his Senſes now was not 
a Window to let in Sorrow? His Eyes ſaw the 
Tears of his Mother and Friends, the unthankful 
Demeanure of Mankind, the cruel Deſpight of his 
Enemies: His Ears heard the Revilings and Blaſ- 
8 of the Multitude : His Touch felt the 
ails, his Taſte the Gall. N 


| Look up, O all ye Beholders, look upon this 
precious Body, and ſee what Part ye. can find 
free. That facred Head which is adored by the An- 
elical Spirits, is all harrowed with "Thorns. That 
ace, of whom it is faid : Thou art fairer than the 
Children of Men, is all beſmeared with the Spittle 
of the Ferws, and furrowed with his Tears. Thoſe 
Eyes, clearer than the Sun, are darkened with 
the Shadow of Death. Thoſe Ears that hear the 
8 Conſorts of Angels, now are filled with 
the curſed Speakings and Scoffs of wretched Men. 
Thoſe Lips that ſpake as never Man ſpake, that 
command the Spirits both of Light and Darkneſs, 
are ſcornfully wet with Vinegar and Gall. Thoſe: 
Feet that trample on all the Powers of Hell are 
now nailed to the Croſs. Thoſe Hands that ſway 
* M 3 the 
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the Sceptre of the Heavens, are nailed to the Tree 
of Reproach. That whole Body, which was 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, was all ſcourged, 
wounded, mangled. This is the Out-fide of his 
Sufferings. Was his Heart free? Oh, no: The 
inner Part or Soul of this Pain, which was unſcen, 
is as far beyond theſe outward and ſenſible, as the 
Soul is beyond the Body. O all ye that paſs by the 
Way, lebeld and ſee, if there be any Sorrow like to 
my Sorrow! Alas, Lok, what can we fee of thy 
Sorrows? We cannot conceive ſo much as the 
Heinouſneſs and Deſert of one of thoſe Sins which 
Thou bareſt. We can no more ſee thy Pain, than 
we could undergo it; only this we ſee, that what 
the infinite Sins, of moſt infinite Men, commit- 
ted againſt an infinite Majeſty, deſerved in infinite 
Continuance, all this Thou, in the ſhort Time of 
thy Paſſion haſt ſuſtained. We may behold and 
ſee; but all the glorious Spirits in Heaven cannot 
look into the Depth of this Suffering. | 


Do but look yet a little into the Paſſions of this 
his Paſſion : For, by the Manner of his Sufferings, 
we ſhall beſt ſee, what He ſuffered. Wiſe and re- 
ſolute Men do not complain of a Jittle. Holy 
Martyrs have been racked, and would not be 
looſed. What ſhall we ſay if the Author of their 
Strength, Gop and Man, bewray Paffions? What 
would have overwhelmed Men, would not have 
made Him ſhrink; and what made Him complain, 
could never have been ſuſtained by Men. What 

mall we then think, if He were affrighted with Ter- 
rors, perplexed with Sorrows, and diſtracted with 
both theſe? And lo! He was all theſe: For, firſt, 
here was an amazed Fear. For Millions of Men 
to deſpair was not ſo much as for Him to fear. 
And yet it was no ſlight Fear. He began (En- 
cd! to be aſtoniſhed with Terror, who 3 the 
ays 
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Days of bis Fleſh, offered np Prayers and Supplica? 


tions, with flrong Cries and Tears, to Him that was 
able to help Him, and was heard in that he frared, 
Never was Man ſo afraid of the Torments of Hell, 
as Chrift (ſtanding in our Room) of his Father's 
Wrath. Fear is ftill ſuitable to Apprehenſion. 
Never Man could fo perfectly apprehend this Cauſe 

of Fear; he felt the Chaſtiſements of our Peace, 
yea, the Curſe of our Sins; and Coe . 
well fay with David; 1 ſafer. 1 Terrors with a 
troubled Mind; yea, with Feb; The Arrows of 
Gop are in me, and the Terrors of Gon fight a- 
gainſt me. With Fear, there was a dejecting Sor- 
row, (he! My Soul is heavy to the Death. 
His ſtrong Cries, his many Tears, are Witneſſ; 

of this Paſſion. He had formerly ſhed Tears 
Pity, and Tears of Love, but now of Anguiſh. 
He had before ſent forth Cries of Mercy; never of 
Complaint till now, When the Son of Gon 
weeps and cries, what ſhall we ſay or think? Yet 
further, betwixt both theſe and his Love what a 
Conflict was there? «une, A ſtruggling Patſion of 
niixed-Grief. Behold; this Field was not without 
dweat and Blood; yea, a Sweat of Blood. 


On, what Man or Angel can conceive the 
Taking of that Heart, that without all outward 
Violence, merely, out of the Extremity of his 
own Pafſfion, bled (through the Fleſh and Skin 
not ſome faint Dew, but folid D of Mood 
No Thorns, no Nails fetch'd Blood from Him, 
with ſo much Pain as his own Thoughts. He faw 
the frerce Wrath of his Father, and therefore 
ſeared. He faw the heavy Burden of our Sins to 
be undertaken; and thereupon, beſides Fear, juft- 
Lane He ſaw the N of our eternal 

mnation, if He ſuffered not: If He did ſuffer, 
of our Redemption ; and therefore his Love en- 

countred 
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countred both Grief and Fear. In itſelf, He 
would not drink of that Cup. In Reſpect of our 
Good, He would and did; and while He thus 
ſtriveth, He ſweats and bleeds. : There was never 
ſuch a Combat, never ſuch a Bloodſhed, and yet 
it is not finiſhed. To ſee the Careleſsnefs of Man- 
kind, the lender Fruit of his Sufferings, the Sor- 
rows of his Mother, Diſciples, Friends ; to fore- 
ſee, from the Watch-Tower of his Crok, the fu- 
ture Temptations of his Children, Defolations of 
his Church; all theſe muſt needs ſtrike deep into a 
tender Heart. Theſe he ſtill ſees and pities, but 
without Paſſion; then He ſuffered in ſeeing them. 


Can we yet ſay any more? Lo, all theſe Suf- 
ferings are aggravated by by his Fulneſs of Know- 
t of Comfort: For, He did not 

Ou his es, as one faith, when he drunk, this 
l kay and knew how bitter it was. Je 

. 14 every Particular He ſhould ſuffer. So long 
as He fore-ſaw, He ſuffered. The Expectation of 
Evil, is not leſs than the Senſe. To look long for 
Good, is a Puniſhment ; but for Evil, is a For- 
ment. No Paffon works upon an unknown Ob- 
ject. As no Love, ſo no Fear is of what we 
know not. Hence Men fear not Hell, becauſe 
fore-ſee it not. If we could ſee that Pit open 

ore we come at it, it would make us tremble at 

our Sins, and our Knees to knock: together, and 
perhaps without Faith, to run mad at the Hor- 
ror of Judgment. He faw the Burden of all par- 
ticular Nins to to be laid upon Him. Every Dram of 
his Father's Wrath was meaſured out ** Him, 
ere He touch'd this Potion. This Cup was full, 
and He knew that it muſt be wring'd, — a me 


_ left: It myſt be Anilheg. 
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On, yet, if as He fore-faw all his Sorrows, fo 
He could have ſeen ſome Mixture of Refreſhing ! 
But I found none to comfort me, no, none is pity me. 
And yet it is a poor Comfort that ariſes from Pity, 
Even ſo, O Lorp, Thou treadeſt this Wine- 
preſs alone ; none to accompany, none to afliſt 
Thee. Even the greateſt Torments are easy, 
when they have anſwerable Comforts : But 
wounded and comfortleſs Spirit, who can bear ? 
f but the ſame Meſſenger of GoD might have at- 
tended his Croſs, that appeared in his Agony, it 
might have given ſome Eaſe, And ty: what can 
Angels help, where Gop will ſmite inſt the 
Violence of Men, againſt — 5 — they 
have prevailed in the Cauſe of Gon, for Men: 
They dare not, they cannot comfort, where Gon 
will aflict. When our Saviour had been wreſtling 
with Sakan before, then appeared to Him, 
and ſerved; but now, while He is wreſtling with 
the Wrath of bis Father for us, not an Angel dare 
be ſeen to look out of the Windows of Heaven to 
relieve Him. For Men; much leſa could they, f 
they would. But what did they ? Miſerable 
ſorters are ye all. The Soldiers, they ſtripp d Him, 
{corned Him with his purple Crown, Reed, ſpat on, 
(note Him. The Paſſengera, ed Him, Wag · 
pag their Heads. The Elders and Scribes, bought 
Blood, ſubarned Witneſſes, incenſeil Pilate, pro- 
ferred Barabbas, undertook the Guilt of his Death, 
cried out: Grucify, fy. His Diſciples, -'fars 
look Him: one of them ſorſwears Him, another 
runs away naked, rather than he will ſtay and 
confeſs Him. His Mother and other Friends, look 
on indeed, and ſorrow with Him; but to his Diſ- 
comfort. | N * 177 4,200 114 1 11 
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Wurz the Grief is extrean Partnerſhip -doth 
increaſe Sorrow. The Tears of thoſe we — 
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either flacken our Hearts, or wound them. 
Who then ſhall comfort Him? His Father? Here, 
here was his Hope. F the Lox D had not holder 
Me, my Soul had dwelt in Silence. I and my Father 
are one. But now, (alas 9 He, even He, delivers 
him into the Hands of his Enemies; when He 
hath done, turns his Back upon him as a Stran- 
pers yea, He wounded Him as an Enemy. Th 

RD would break Him, Ifai. liii. 10. Any Thing 
is light to the Soul while the Comforts of Gov 
ſuſtain it. Who can diſmay, where Gop will 
relieve? But here, My Gop, my Gop, why l 
Thou forſaken me? What a Word was here, to 
come from the Mouth of the Son of Gop? My fl 
Diſciples are Men, weak and fearful; no Marvel 
if they forſake me. The Feus are themſelves, 
cruel and obſtinate. Men are Men, graceleſs and 
unthankful. Devils are, according to their Na- 
ture, ſpightful and malicious. All theſe do but 
their Kind; and let them do it: But Thou, O Fa- 
ther, Thou that haſt ſaid: This is my well-beloved 
Son, in whom I am tuell pleaſed: Thou of whom | 
have faid : It is my Father that glorifies me; What! 
forſaken me? Not only brought me this Shame, 
ſmitten me; but, as it were, forgotten, yea, for- 
ſaken me? What, even me, my Father? How 
many of thy conſtant Servants have ſuffered heavy 
Things yet in the Multitude of the Sorrows of 
their Hearts, thy Comforts have refreſhed their 
Souls ? Haſt Thou relieved: them, and doſt Thou 
forſake Me? Me, thine only, dear, eternal Son! 
O ye Heavens and Earth, how could you ſtand, 
while the Maker of you thus complained? Ye 
Rood: But partaking of his Paſſion: The Earth 
trembled and ſhook, her Rocks tore, her Graves 
opened, the Heavens withdrew their Light, as not 
daring to hehold this fearful Speftacle: 


- Sc. Wei £A©#TR « 4. ic. — 


e as os. 


A Paſſion SERMON, 143 


On Chriſtians! How ſhould theſe carthen and 
rocky Hearts of ours ſhake, and rend in Pieces at 
this Meditation? How ſhould our Faces be co- 
vered with Darkneſs and our Joy be turned in- 
to Heavineſs? All theſe Voices, and Tears, and 
Sweats, and Pangs, are for us; yea, from us. 
Shall the Son of Gop thus ſmart for our Sins, yea 
with our Sins, and ſhall not we grieve for our own? 
Shall He weep. to us, and ſhall not we \mourn ? 
Nay, ſhall He ſweat and bleed for us, and ſhall 
not we weep for ourſelves! Shall He thus ſhriek 
out, under his Father's Wrath, and ſhall not we 
tremble? Shall the Heavens and Earth ſuffer with 
Him, and we ſuffer nothing? I call you not to a 
weak and idle Pity of our glorious: Saviour. To 
what Purpoſe? His Injury was our Glory. No, 
no? Ye Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep not for me, 
but weep for yourſelves: For our Sins, that have 
done this; not for his Sorrow that ſuffer'd it: Not 
for his Pangs, that were; but for our own, that 
ſhould have „ and {if we repent not) ſhall be. 


On! How grievous, how deadly are our Sins, 
that coſt the Son of Gop (beſides Blood) ſo much 
Torment? How far are our Souls gone, that could 
not be ranſom'd with an eaſier Price? That, that 
took ſo much of this infinite Redeemer of Men, 
Gop and Man, how can it chuſe but ſwallow up, 
and confound thy Soul, which is but finite and fin- 
ful? If thy Soul had been in his Soul's Stead, what 
had become of it? It ſhould be, if his were not in- 
ſtead of thine. This Weight that lies thus hea 
on the Son of Gop, and wrung from Him, theis 
Tears, Sweat, Blood, and theſe. unconceivable 
(Groans of his afflicted Spirit, how ſhould it chuſe 
but preſs down thy Soul to the Bottom of Hell? 
And fo it would do; if He had not ſuffered it for 
thee, thou muſt and ſhouldſt ſuffer for thyſelf, Go 
ww, thou lewd Man, and make thyſelf merry "Ay 
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thy Sins; laugh at the Uncleanneſs of thy Youth, 
Thou little knoweſt the Price of a Sin; thy im- 
penitent Soul thail do; thy Saviour did, when He 
cry d out, to the Amazement of Angels, and Hor. 
ror of Men: Ay Gop! « gyro wy e Thee 
A os Me? 


Bor ind thisz It is finiſhed, The 
Conflict, the more happy Vi Well 
oth He find and feel of his Father, what his Type 
faid before, He will not thide s, wor beep his 
Anger for ever. It is fearful; but in Him, 
Frernal to Sinners; ſhort to his Son, in whom the 
God-head dwelt bodily. Behold ! this Storm, 
wherewith all the Powers of the World were ſhaken, 
is now over. The Elders, Phariſees, Fudas, the 
Soldiers, Prieſts, Witneſſes, Judges, Thieves, Exc- 
cutioners, Devils, have all tired hemfelves i in vain, 
with their own Malice; and He triumphs over 
them all, upon the Throne of his Crofs. His 
Enemies are vanquiſh'd, his Father ſatisfied, his 
Soul with this Word at Reſt and Glory; It is þ- 
niſbed. Now there is no —_ Betraying, Agonics, 
Arraignments, ings, — racy fying, 
Conflicts, Terrors; all is BY os (fy Belorel 
and will ye not let the Son of Gop be at Reſt! 
Do ye now again go about to fetch him out of his 
Glory, to ſcorn and crucify him? I fear to ſay i: 
Gop's Spirit dares, and doth ſay ; They cruci 77 
gain to themſelves the Son of God, and pit 
an open Shame. Sce and conſider : The ſinful Com: 
veriations of thoſe, that ſhould be Chriſtiatis, of- 
orified Saviour; they 
ſtretch their Hand to Heaven, and pull Him down 
from his Throne, to his Croſs. "They tear him 
with Thorns, pierce Him with Nails, load Him 
with Reproaches. Thou hateſt the F-ws, ſpitteſt 
at the Name of Judas, raileſt on Pilate, condemn- 


1 the cruel Butchers of Chrift; yet, thou * 2 
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blaſpheme, and ſwear, curſe, lye, oppreſs, boi 
with Luſt, riot, and live like an human Beaſt; 
yea, like an unclean Devil. Cry Heſanna as long 
as thou wilt; thou art a Pilate, a Jew, a Judas, 
an Executioner of the LoxÞD of Life; and ſo much 

cater ſhall thy Judgment be, by how much thy 
Fiche and his lory is more. | 


On! Beloved, is it not enough that He died 
once for us? Were thoſe Pains ſo light, that we 
ſhould wa be redouble them? Is this the Enter- 
tainment gracious a Saviour hath deſerved 
of us by dying? Is this the Recompence of that in- 
finite 5 his, that thou ſhouldſt thus cruelly 
vex and wound Him with thy Sins? Every one of 
our Sins is a Thorn, and Nail, and Spear to Him. 
While, thou poureſt down thy drunken Carouſes, 
thou giveſt thy Saviour a Potion of Gall. While 
thou deſpiſeſt his poor Servants, thou ſpitteſt on 
his Face. While thou putteſt on thy proud Dreſſes, 
and lifteſt up thy vain Heart, thou ſetteſt a Crown 
of Thorns on his Head. While thou 
his poor Children, thou whippeſt Him, and draweſt 
Blood of his Hands and Feet. Thou Hypocrite, 
how dareſt thou offer to receive the Sacrament of 
Gop, with that Hand, which is thus embrued 
with the Blood of Him whom thou receiveſt? Thou 
makeſt no 2 of thine own Sins, and ſcorn- 
eſt thoſe that do. Not to be wicked, is Crime 


enough. | * 
Hax Him, that faith, Saul, Saul, why perſe- 


cute thou Me? Saul ſtrikes at Damaſeus; 

ſuffers in Heaven. Thou ſtrikeſt; . Chriff Jeſus 
ſmarteth, and will revenge. are his ¶ vr: ] 
After-ſufferings. In Himſelf it is fini/bed ;. in his 


4 


Members it is not, till the World be finihed. We 


muſt toll, and and bleed, chat we may 
E. VII. Ore N | reign. 
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reign. If He had not done fo, It had not hen f. 
1 5 This is our Warfare. Now we are ſet 
upon the Pavgment of our Theatre, and are match- 
ed with all Sorts of Evils; evil Men, evil Spirits, 
evil Accidents; and (which is worſt) our own evil 
Hearts; "Temptations, Crofles, Perſecutions, Sick- 
nefles, Wants, Infamies, Death; all theſe muſt in 
our Courſes, be encounter'd by the Law of our Pro- 
feffion. What ſhould we do but ſtrive and ſuffer, 
25 our General hath done, that we may reign a3 
He doth? Gop and his Angels fit upon the Lea. 
folds of Heaven, and behold us: r Crown is 
ready: Our Day of Deliverance ſhall come; JS, 
our Redemption is near, when all Tears ſhall be 
wiped from our Eyes; and we, that have ſown in 
Tears, ſhall reap in Joy. In the mean Time, let us 
poſſeſs our Souls, not in Patience only, but in Com- 
fort: let us adore and magnify our Saviour in his 
Sufferings, and imitate Him in our own: Our Sor- 
rows ſhall have an End, our Joys ſhall not: Our 
Pains ſhall ſoon be finiſh'd; our Glory ſhall be fi- 
niſh'd, but never ended. . | 


Tus his Sufferings are finiſhed; now 
with them, Man' Salvation. Who knows not, 
that Man had made himſelf a deep Debtor, a Bank- 
rupt, an Out-law to Gop ? Our Sins are our 
Debts; and by Sins, Death. Now, in this Word 
and Act, our Sins are'diſcharg'd, Death endured, 
and therefore we cleared. The Debt is paid, the 
Score is croſs d, the Creditor ſatisfied, the Debtors 
acquitted, and ſince there was no ether Quarrel, 
ſaved. We are all ſick, and that 2 Sin 
is the Diſeaſe of the Soul. So many Sins, ſo many 

evers, and thoſe peſtilent. What Wonder is it, 
that we have ſo much Plague, while we have ſo 
much Sin? Our Saviour is the Phyſician. 
A bole need not the Phyſician, but the Sici. Woe, 
1 35 — 117 +30 7a 


Paſſion SERMON. 147 


in? He healeth all our Infirmities. He healeth them 
after a miraculous Manner; not by giving us Re- 
ceipts, but by taking our Receipts for us. A won- 
deri ul Or a wonderful- Courſe of Cure. 
One While He would cure us by Abſtinence; our 
Superfluity, by his forty Days Emptineſs, 'accord- 
ing to that old Rule: Hunger cures the Diſeaſes of 
Glu Another while, by Exerciſe: He went 
% and from City ta City, and in the Day was 
preaching in the Temple; in the Night praying in the 
Mount, Then, by Diet; Tale, cat, this is my 
Body: And, Let ibis Cup paſs. After that yet, 
by Sweat, ſuch a Sweat as never was, a = b 
et more, by Inciſion; they pierced: his Hands, 
Feet, Side. And yet again by Potion; a bittet 
Potion, of Vinegar and Gall. And laſtly, which 
is both the. ſtrangeſt and Receipt of all, 
by Dying: Which died for us, that whether we wake 
ar ſleep, we ſhould live together with Him. We 
Ir need Tho whore; we can ga further; there can be 
no more Phyſick of this Kind. There are Cordials 
aſtet theſe of, his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion; no 
more penal Receipts! Ry his Blood ve have Redemp- 
er tion, Epbeſ.. i. 17. Juſtiſioation, Rom. ĩii. 24. Recon - 
t, eiliation, Cole i, 20. Sanctification, 1 Pet. i. 2. 
„Entrance into Glory, i Heb. x. 19. Is it not now 
ur haiſl d? Wo were us if He had left hut one:Muc 
rd ef Satisfaction upon our &cre, to bediſcharged by 
d, eur Souls. Ando be to them that derogate from 
he Grid, thut they may charge themſelvesʒ that botch 
sep theſe all- ſufſiciently - meritorious Sufferings of 
), Ce, as imperfoct, with the Superſiuities of Fleſh: 
enen ee 0 een en e ee ee 
N 9902 £1152 li ned, 9109 mods I 4-4) 110% 1 4 
it, Hy Ax this, thou languiſting, affficted Soul. 
% There is dat one of thy: Sins hut itt is paid for j not 
ode of thy Debts in. the Scroll of GOD but it is 
re. wvolled; not one Farthing of all thine infinite Ran- 
nf * WALL N 2 ſom 
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ſom is unpaid. Alas ! thy Sins (thou ſayeſt) are 
ever before thee, and Gop's Ind\gnation goes ſtill 
over thee, and thou ur Mourning all the Day 
long, and with that of Diſtreſs, cryeſt out 
in the Bitterneſs of thy Soul, I have bin what 
Hall I do to Thee, O thou Preſerver of Men ? "What 
ſhouldſt thou do? Turn and believe. Now thou 
art ſtung in thy Conſcience with this fiery Serpent, 
look up with the Eyes of Faith to this brazen Ser- 

pent, Chrift Feſus, and be healed. Behold, his Head is 
(Ke. bowed down to thee; his Arms are ftretch- 


ad out lovingly to embrace thee Jeu» his precious 


Side is open to receive thee; and his Tongue in- 
terprets all theſe to thee 'for thine endleſs Comfort, 
It rs fimſhed. There is no more Accuſation, Judg- 
ment, Death, Hell for thee : All theſe are no more 
to thee, than if they were not. Ae 
It is Chriſt which is dead. | 


Aron en 
3 hriſt ir the ein 
Hh gives his Dee But — For bis Shop. 
What is this to thee ? While thou art ſecure, pro- 
phane, impenitent, thou art a Wolf or a Goat. 
My Sheep hear my Voice. What is his Voice, but 
his Precepts ? ere is thine: Obedience to his 
Commandments? If thou wilt not hear” his Law, 
never hearken to his Goſpel. Here is no more 
Mercy for thee, than if there were no Saviour. He 
hath finiſbed for thoſe, in whom He hath begun. 
If thou have no Beginnings of Grace as yet, ** 
not for ever finiſhing of Salvation. Come ts Me all 
ye that are heavy - oy ſaith Chriſt. Thou ſhalt 
agar, if thou come when He calls thee 1 
at Se ce, and und nog Be relvellds 
unleſs thou be laden, not with Sin (that alone k keep 
thee from Gop) but with Conſcience. of Sin: 
broken and contrite — 7 Gon, Den wilt 5-4 
; deſpiſe. 


Meere 
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deſpiſe. Is thy Heart wounded with e 
Grief and Hatred ſtrive within thee, w 


be more ! Are the Deſires of thy Soul with Gov? 
Doſt thou long for Holineſs, complain of th 8 
perfections, ſtruggle againſt thy N ou 
art the Man; not; It is ge Law 
which thou wouldf have 2 and couldſt not, 
thy Saviour could, and did keep for thee. That 
Salvation! which thou couldſt never work out alone 
(alas ! poor impotent Creatures, what can we do 
towards Heaven without Him, which cannot move 
on Earth but in Him ?) He alone hath finiſhed for 
thee. Look up therefore boldly to the Throne of 
Gop,'and know that there is no Quarrel 
thee in Heaven; nothing but Peace and Joy. All 
is finiſhed. - He would be ſpit on, that He might 
waſh thee. He would ho deu u ſcornful 
Robes, that thy Sins might be covered. He would 
be whipped, that thy Soul might not be ſcourged 
eternally. He would thirſt, thy Soul might 
be ſatisfied. He would bear all his Father's Wrath, 
that thou mighteſt bear none. He would yield to 
Death, that thou mighteſt never taſte of it. He 
would be for a Time as forſaken of his U n 
er a e e Alk 
ein er rien: * 
Tuus our Speech of Chris laft Wat i ts . 
ed; His laſt Act accompanied his Words: Out 
Specch/muſt follow it·¶ Let it not want your de- 
vout and careful Attention; He 1 and gave 
oe OT 


Tus Cros hs: Fl flow Death, and had 
Pliny than Speed: Whence a ſecond i hd mor 
diſpatch the crucified : Their Bones muſt be bro- 
ken, that their Hearts might break. Our Saviour 
waits not Death's Leiſure, but willing! N and cou- 
ragiouſly meets him in the Way; and like a Cham- 
N 3 | pion 
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pion that ſcorns to be overcome, yea, knows he 
2 be, A C1 the Midſt a 5 ; 
t He mi ing, vanquiſh Death. He 
bowed and — up : Not bowi , becauſe He had 
2 up, but becauſe He would. He cried with a 
Voice, faith Matthew. Nature was ſtrong; He 
might have lived; but He gave wp the — — and 
would die, to ſhew Himſelf Lorp' of: Life and 
Death. Oh wondrous Example! He that gave 
Life to his Enemies, gave up his own. He gives 
them to live, that and hate Him; and 
1 will die — thoſe that hate Him. #He botu- 
and gave up. Not they; might crown his 
Head, they ud not 25 K. They might vex 
his Spirit, not take it away. could not do 
that without Leave; this they could not do, be- 
cauſe they had no Leave. He alone would bow his 
Head, and give up his Ghoſt. I have Pawer: to 
R my Life. Man gave Him not his Lite; 
could not bereave it. Ne Man takes it from 

At. Alas! who could? The High-Prieft's Forces, 
when they came againſt Him armed? He ſaid but, 
am He; flee and fall backward. How eaſy a 
Breath diſperſed his Enemies ? whom He might 

as eafily have bidden the Earth, yea, Hell to ſwal- 
low, or Fire ſrom Heaven to devour. Who com- 
manded the Devils, and they obey'd, could not 
have been attached by Men. He muſt give, not 
only Leave, but Power to apprehend Himſelf, clic 
they had not lived to take Him. He is laid Hold 
of ; Peter fights; Put up, faith Chrift; Thinke/t 


theu that I cannot pray to my Father, and He «will 


give me more than twelve Legions of Angels Wbat an 
Army were here? More than threeſcore r 
thouſand An and every Angel able to ſubdue 3 
World of Min.” He could, but would not be re- 
ſcued. He is led by his own Power, not by his E- 
nemics ; and ſtands now before Palate, l Lam 

; orn 
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Scorn of Men, crowned, robbed, (curged; 14 
thou could/i have no Power agen Me, e 
were given thee ram a 


| BenoLD, He Himſelf _ give e Pilate Poe 
Himſelf, cle He could not be condemned 

e will be-condemned, lifted up, nailed ; 
Death without Himſelf. Ze bail give his ve 
Offering 2 Lin, Iſai. liii. 10. No Action, that 
ſavours of Conſtraint, can be meritorious. He 
would deſerve, : re 
He bowed bis Head, and gave up the Ghoſt. O 
cious and bountiful Saviour ! He might have 
his Soul in Spight of all the World. The Weak- 
neſs of Gon is ſtronger than Men. And if he had 
but ſpoken the Word, the Heavens and Earth 
ſhould have vaniſh'd away before. Him; but He 
would not. Behold, when "He law, that impotent 
Man could not take away x bis Sou Ihe gy it up, 
and would die, that we might live, here a 
Saviour, that can ee Life.for owe; 
and cares not to be diflolved in Himſelf, that we 
might be united to his Father. Shin for Shins faith 
the Devil, out off that be cn 6 e br 
bis: Life. 3 Jeb here! to prove Satan a, Liar, 8 
and Life and all bath Chrift Jeſus given for. — 
We are beſdtted with the Earth; and make 'baſe 
Shifts to live; one with a maimed Body, a- 
nather with a perjured Soul, and a Third with a 

rotten Name. And how many had rather 
their-Soul than their Life, and will, rather renounce 
ind curſe God, than die? It is a Shame to tell: 
Many of us Chriſtians date upon Life, and tremble 
a Deaths: and ſhew ourſelves Fools in our Exceſs 
of Love, Cowards in our Fear. Oh let me live 
laith the - fearful Soul. Thou weak and ti 
Creature, what wouldſt thou do with —— 
bo. — 


ily | 
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rily for thee; thou will not de forced to die for 
Him, He gave up the Ghoſt for thee ; thou wilt 
not let others take it from thee for Him, thou wilt 
not tet Him * it „ * 


Wann I look back *o the firſt Chins, 3 and 
compare their zealous Contempt of Death with our 
Backwardneſs, I'am at once amazed and aſhamed. 
I ſee there even Women running with their little 
Ones in their Arms, for the Preferment of Martyr- 
dom, and ambitiouſly ſtriving for the next Blow. 
I ſee holy and tender Virgins, chuſing rather a fore 
and ſhameful Death, than / honourable Efpouſals, 
I hear the bleſſed Martyrs, intreating their 'T'y- 
rants and Tormentors for the Honour of Dying. 
Ignatius, among the reft, fearing leſt the 
will not devour him. And what/leſs Courage was 
there in our glorious Fore- fathers of the laſt Age! 
And do we, their cold and feeble Off- ſpring, look 
at the Face of a natural Death; abhor the vi- 
olent, tho” for Chr;/t ? Alas, how have we gather d 
Ruſt with our long Peace! Our . 1 
ri nem) nay - OE: CORRS.) 


Bom but ep te N upon his Capi and 
e Him bowing bis Head, and breathing out bis 
Soul, an cen Fears ſhall vaniſhl. He died, and 
wouldft thou live? He up the-Ghoſt, and 
wouldſt thou it  Whom' wouldſt thou fol: 
low, if not thy Redeemer? If thou 1 * My 
not willingly, ' thou eooſt contrary to Him, 
ſhalt — * Him. Tho' thou ſhouldſt every 
Day die a Death for Him, thou couldſt never fte. 
quite his one Death ; and doſt thou tick at one 
Every Word bath. it's Force; both to Him and 
thee. He died, which is Lord of Life and Com- 
mander of Death. Thou art but a Tenant of Life, 


1 And yet it was Wan 
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but a Giving up, not of a eres boo th, but 
of a Soul, which after Separation, an entire 
Life in itſelf. He gave up the Gb: He died, that 
hath both overcome, and ſanctified, and ſweetned 
Death. What feareſt thou? He 'hath pulled out 
the Sting and align of Death: If thou be a 
Chriſtian, carry it in thy Boſom, it hurts thee not. 


DarEsT thou not truſt thy Redeemer? If He 
had not died, Death had been a T now he 
is a Slave. O Death where is thy'Sting O Grave 
where is thy Victory Yet the Spirit of Gop faith 
not, He died, but gave up the Gh. How gave 
He it up, and whither ? So, as aſter a Sort He re- 
tained it. His Soul parted from his Body; his 
God-head never, either from Soul or Body. "This 
Union is not in Nature, but in Perſon. + If the 
Natures of Chrift could be divided, each would 
have his Subſiſtence ;- fo there ſhould be more Per- 
"Gop- forbid, one of the Natures thereof 
have a Separation in itſelf 5 The Soul from the 
y : One Nature from another, or either Na- 
from the Perſon. If ydu cannot conceive, 
wonder. Son of Gop hath wedded unto 
himſelf our ——— all Poſſibiliey of 
Divorce. The Body hangs on the Croſs, the Soul 
s yielded, the Godhead is eternally united to them 
ther gave He it up Þ Hittuſelf expredies ; Father, in- 
u thy Hands: He knew where it ſhould. be both 
afe'and happy. True; He might be bold (thou 
ayeſt)" as the Son with the Father. The Servants 
have done ſo; David before Him, Stephen aſter 
Him. It is not Preſu but Faith, to 
Gow with chy Spirit; neither can there ever 
any Believing Soul) ſo „that He ſhould refuſe 
it. All the Fear is in thyſelf. WW 
| tr 
Vo | 4 3 
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truſt, thy Jewell with a Stranger? What ſudden 
Familiarity is this? Gon hath been with thee, and 
gone by thee ; thou haſt not. ſaluted Him: And 
now in all Haſt thou bequeatheſt thy Soul to Him. 
On what ee How Oe. is + this 
en 1 f Ent 


O rn * and "miſerable State of that Man, 
that muſt part with his Soul, be knows not whi- 
ther! Which if thou wouldſt avoid, (as this very 
Warning ſhall judge thee if thou do nat) be ac- 
quainted with Gos in thy Life, that thou mayeſt 
make Him the Guardian of thy Soul in thy Death. 
Given up it muſt needs be, but to Him that hath 
governed t. If thou have given it up to Satan in 
thy Life; bow canft thou hope Gon will in thy 
Death entertain it? Did yar not hate me, and expe! 
me out of m7 Father Hoof 9 A to 
tha- to: the Men — no, either 
u — ge — He: calls for it in bi 
ard, in his Love, in his Afflictions, in dhe holy 
Motions of his t to thine: Or elſe when thou 
wouldſt give it, He will none of it, but as a Judge 
to deliver it tothe Tormeruor. rut vun HM 
iet 111 00 44 wal vi 30M i 1 29% 
„Wann ſhould Go do wich an uncleen, 
drunken, prophane, proud, covetousSoul?: With- 
out Holineſs, there is no ſeeing of Gon. Depart 
from me, ye Wicked, I d you , Go to the 
ods you have ſerved. See ho- Gon is eν,j will 
en. They had, in e Time of the Gaſpel, faid 
to the Holy One: ME Depart fram au nov 


in the Time of ach to them, Ve- 
part from Ae. I — nat h.] Gap: ben 
they might! Nom GoD:will notſhnew dbem when 
they would. nn. 112 ane MK 
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n Now therefore if thou wouldſt not have Gon 
4 Wl ſcorn the Offer of thy Death-bed, fit thy Soul for 
Him ia thy Health; furniſh it Wich Grace; inure 
n. it to a ſweet Conyerfation with the God of Heaz 
is ven: Then mayeſt thou boldly give it up, and He 
ſhall as graciouſly receive it, yea, fetch it by his 
Angels to his Glory. N 


Hx gave up the Ghoft. We muſt do as He did: 
Not all with the fame Succeſs.  Grvitg 1p, ſup- 
poſes a Receiving, a Returning. This Inmate that 
we have in our Boſom, is ſent to lodge here for a 
Time, may not dwell here always. The Right 
of this Tenure is the Lok p's, not ours. It is ours 


to keep; his to diſpoſe and require. 


Ir thou hadſt no Soul, if a mortal one, if thine 
own, if never to be required, how couldſt thou 
live but ſenſually? Oh ! remember but who thou 
art, what thou haſt, and whither thou muſt go; 
and thou ſhalt live like thyſelf, while” thou art, 
and give up thy Ghoſt confidently, when thou 
ſhalt ceaſe to be, Neither is there here more Cer- 
tainty of our Departure, than Comfort. | 
this with thee to thy Death-bed, and ſee if it can- 
not refreſh thee, when all the World cannot give 
thee one Dram of Comfort. Our Spirit is out 
deareſt Riches : If we ſhould loſe it, here were 
juſt Cauſe of Grief. * Howl and lament, if thou 
thinkeſt thy Soul periſheth: Tt is not forfeited, but 
ſurrender d. How ſafely doth our Soul paſs thro 
the Gates of Death, without any Impeachment, 
while it is in the Hand of the Almighty? Woe 
were us, if He did not keep it while we have it; 
much more when we reſtore it. We give it up to 
the ſame Hands that created; infuſed, "redeemed, 
renewed it ; that doth protect, preſerve, —_— 
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and will crown it. I know whom 1 have believed, 
and am perſuaded, that He is able to heed that, which 
T have committed to Him again/t. that Day. O ſe- 
cure and happy State of the Godly! O bleſſed Ex- 
change of our Condition! While our Soul dwell; 
in our Breaſt, how is it ſubject to infinite Mi- 
ſeries, diſtempered with Paſſions, charged with 
Sin, vexed with Temptations? Above, none of 
theſe. How ſhould it be otherwiſe? This is our 
Pilgrimage, that our Home. This is our Wilder- 
neſs, that our Land of Promiſe. This our Bon- 
dage, that our Kingdom. Our Impotence cauſeth 
this our Sorrow. | 


WHEN our Soul is once given up, what Evil 
ſhall reach unto Heaven, and wreſtle with the Al- 
mighty? Our Loathneſs to give up, comes from 
our Ignorance and Infidelity. No Man goes un- 
willingly to a certain Preferment. I deſire to le 
Zee faith Paul. I have ſerved thee, I have be- 
lieved thee, and now I come iv thee, ſaith Luther, The 
Voice of Saints, not of carnal Men. If thine Heart 
can ſay thus, thou ſhalt not Need to intreat with 
old Hilarion, Go forth, my Soul, go forth, what 
feareſt thou? but it ſhall fly cheeerfully from thee, 
and give up itſelf into the Arms of Gop, as 3 
faithful Creator and Redeemer. This Earth is not 
the Element of thy Soul, it is not where it ſhould 
be. It ſhall be no leſs thine, when it is more the 
Owners. Think now ſeriouſly of this Point: 
God's Angel is abroad, and ftrikes on all Sides. 
We know not which of our Turns ſhall be the 
next. We are ſure we carry Death within us. If 
we. be ready, our Day cannot come too ſoon. 
Stir up thy Soul to an heavenly Cheerfulneſs, like 
thy Saviour. Know but whither thou art going; 
and thou canſt not but with divine Paul, fay from 
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our Saviour's Mouth, even in this Senſe: It i, a 
more bleſſed Thing to Give, than to Receive. Gop 
cannot abide an * Gueſt. Give up. that 
Spirit to Him, which He Path given mens and He 
will both receive what thou Sa od give it 
thee again, with that Glory — Happineſs, — 
can never be conceived, 2 ſhall never be ended. 
Even ſo Lox p 7%, come quickly ! | 
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TR. Desert e was 0 
at Blackbourn; a Town in Lan- 
th Þ on Whitſunday, in the Year 1572. 
= Parents finding in him -a ſtrong 

for put him to a 
— that was in the Town; 
He plied his Book ſo well, that in ſhort 
rr 
School. ACS | 4 


ABOUT the + everitioth Vert — his 
Age, he was placed at Oxford, in Lin- 
coln-College, under the Tuition of Mr. 
Randall, a Man of no great Note then; 
O3 but 
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but afterward an eminent Preacher at 
London. In that College he kept cloſe to 
the Studies of Logick and Philoſophy; 
and by Reaſon of that Ground-work of 
Learning, he got at School, he quickly 
got the Start of thoſe of his own Time, | 
and grew into Fame in that Houſe. In 
the Midſt of theſe his Studies, his Fa- 
ther died, and then his Means failed: 
But this Croſs, by Gop's Providence, 
roved a great Advantage to him for 
lis Growth in Learning; for now want- 
ing Means to buy him Books, he ber- 
rowed of his Tutor and others, the beſt 
Writers on Natural and Moral Philoſo- 
hy, read them over, abridg'd. them in 
Note-books, and then returned the 
Books to the Owners. Nay, ſuch a 
Deſire he had to attain a Perfection in 
the Things he ſtudied, that though he 
was well ſkilled in the Greet Tongs 
yet, that he might attain Exactneſs in 
it, he writ out with his own Hand, all 
Homer, in a fair Greek Character; for he 
wrote that Language better than he did 
either Engliſh or Latin. This: brought 
him to ſuch a Readineſs, that he could 
with as much Facility, diſcourſe in the 
Publick Schools (for he was a W 2 
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Diſputant) in the Greet Tongue, as in 
the Latin or Engliſp: And in them all, 
he wrote and ſpake in a high and lofty | 
stile, which was ſo familiar to him, that 
he could not . it in N Con- 
verſation. 


FROM Lincoln-College 5 removed to 
Braſen-Noſe: for, by the Founders of 
that Houſe, moſt of the Fellowſhips 
therein were for Laricaſhire and Cheſhire 
Men ; but having but few Friends, he 
layed long without a Fellowſhip, 1 
about the thirtieth Year, of his Age; at 


which Time he commenced Maſter. of 
Arts; and then, by the Exerciſes he per- 
formed in the Houſe and abroad, bein 
Regent-Maſter, he grew into Fame, 

was ſucceſſively. choſen to be Reader of 
the Lectures of Logick, and Moral, and 
Natural Philoſophy (as by the Statutes 
of the Houſe they were appointed to be 
read); which he performed fo ſtrictly, 
and with ſuch Exactneſs, as that he got 
Applauſe with the Beſt, tho Envy with 
his Succeſſors. Such was his Eſteem in 
the Univerſity for his publick Diſputa- 
tions, that when he was a Maſter of 
Am but of ſmall ſtanding, he was cho- 


ſen 
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ſen, by the then Lord Arch-biſho 
Canterbury, Vice - Chancellor, at 
James's firſt coming to that Univerſity 
to be one of the Diſputants before the 
King. Beſides his Knowledge in Logicl 
and Philoſophy, he was alſo 1 ſtudied 
in Metaphyficks and Mathematicks, and 
in all School-Divinity; eſpecially in Tho- 
mas Aquinas, which he had read over 
once or twice, and exactly noted him 
throughout. at FRY 


Bur all this while, tho' he was very 
learned, he was a very mean Scholar in 
the School of Chrift. He loved Stage- 
| Plays, Cards and Dice; be was a horrible 
Swttirer” and Sabbath-Breaker, and was 
ever glad (as he has been heard to ſay) 
of Chr:iftmas-Heolidays, and melancholy 
when they were ended. He loved not 
Goodneſs, nor good Men; and of all 
Sorts of Company could leaſt abide 
ſuch as were of a ſtrict and holy Conver- 
fation: Such he would brand with the 
Name of Puritans, thinking, thereby he 
haddepriv'dthem ipſo facto both of Learn- 
ing and Religion. This wretched Hu- 
monr Mr. Bolton further diſcover'd at 
Camoridges” for being there at a Con- 

mencement, 
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mencement, and induced by the Fame. 
of Mr. Perkins, went to hear him preach; 
whoſe plain Preaching, meeting at once 


in him with a curious alate and unſanc- 
ted Heart, quite turn'd his Stomach. 

that good Man, ſo that he thought 
him (to ſpeak 1 
ren, empty Fellow, and a paſſing mean 
Scholar. : ** when G o TOO his 
Heart, he changed his Opinion of | Mr. 
Perkins, and thought 121 8 learned a 
Divine, as our Church hath for ng 
Years A 


Taz Manner of his Ce was 
thus: When he was of Braſen- Noſe 
College, he had familiar Acquaintance 
with one Mr. Anderton his Countryman, 
and ſometime his School-fellow; a 
good Scholar, but a ſtrong Papsſt.. This 
Man, being become a Popiſb Prieſt, well 


| knowing the good Parts t were in Mr. 


Bolton, and ing that he was in 
ſome outward Wants, took this Advan- 
age, and uſed many Arguments to per- 


[wade him to be reconciled to the Church 


of Rome, oy 0 
Engliſh Seminary; telling him he.ſhould 
furniſhed vith/all Wecken, and 


in his own Phraſe) a bar- 
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ſhould have Gold enough (one of the 
beſt Arguments to allure an unſtable 
Mind to Popery). Mr. Bolton, being 
at that Time poor in Mind and Purſe, 
accepted of the Motion, and a Day and 
Place was appointed in Lancaſhire, where 
they ſhould meet, and from thence take 

Shipping: Mr. Bolton met at the Day 

and Place, but Mr. Anderton came not, 
and ſo he eſcaped that Snare, and foon 
after return'd to Brafen- Noſe ; where 
falling into the Acquaintance of one Mr, 
Peacock, Fellow of that Houſe, a learn- 
ed and godly Man, it pleaſed Gop, byhis 
Acquaintance, to work in his Soul true 
Repentance and Converſion to Gop, 


"Taz felt Newnho hoard af Gap, we 
not by à foft and ſtill Voice, but in ter- 


| [ him, that be 
roſe out of his WV 
Anguiſh of Spirit. And to augment hi 

lifery, he was exerciſed with foul 
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Ten 8,  Horribilia de Deo, Ter- 
eee which Luther call'd, The 
Buffeting Satan; for he was 
with Zuther in many Things: So was he 
in theſe fpiritual Temptations; which 
were ſo ent upon Luther, that the 
very Venom of them drank up his 8 
tits, and his ſeemed dead, x 
neither —— ! or Heat 
appeared in as us Jenas that 
was by and ſaw it, - of him. 
This harp Fit of Luther's laſted, but fas 
one Day, but Mr. Bolton's continued for 
many Months; yet Gop gave him at 
length a bleſſed Iflue, and. theſe grie- 
vous Pangs in his ſpiritual Birth pro- 
duced two admirable Effects in ag — (as 
well as in Luther) which many Times 
enſue upon ſuch hard Labour. I. An in- 
vincible Courage and Reſolution for the 
Cauſe of God, in which he feared no 
Colours, nor the Face or Force of any, 
2. A ſingular Dexterity in Reg 
Wenne Spirits. 44 wa 


en he alpen acer into the 
N and about the 3 5th Year of his 


2 Age, 
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Age, was ordain'd Miniſter; after which 
he wholly apply'd himſelf to the Work 
of the Miniſtry, and improv'd all his 
Learning and Time to that acellent End. 
A little while after he was ordain'd, he 
was made known to Mr, Juſtice Nichol; 
at that Time Serjeant at Law, who ob- 
ſerving the Comelineſs of his Perſon and 
the Learning that was in him, had i 
always in his Thoughts to advance him. 
About the 37th Year of Mr. Bolton's 
Age, the Parſonage of Broughton, in 
Northamptonſhire, becoming void, he ſent 
for him from the Univerſity to his Cham- 
ber at Serjeants-Inn, and preſented him 
to that Living. Then he put out his firſt 
Book, A Diſcourſe upon true Happineſs, 
which he dedicated to Serjeant Nzchol, 
is Patron. | 2.4 b 


Azour the 40th Year of his Age, for 
the better ſettling of himſelf in _ 
: ing upon his Parſonage, he reſolv' 
OD age, and, tool 05 Ms 
Anne Boyce, to whoſe Care he commit- 
ted the ordering of his outward Eſtate, 

he himſelf only. minding the weighty 

Affairs of his heavenly Calling. Twice 

every Lokp's-Day he preach'd, and ca- 
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\ techized in the Afternoon; and upon e- 
very Holiday, and on every Friday before 

the Sacrament he expounded aChapter. In 
all his Preaching he fill aim'd at the Con- 
verſion of Souls, the Glory of a good 
Miniſter; 'and herein Gop highly ho- 
noured his Miniſtry, in making him 
to beget many Sons and Daughters unto 
Righteouſneſs; for many Hundreds were 
either converted, or mightily confirmed, 
or ſingularly comforted b his Miniſtry. 
He had ſuch an Art in relieving afflicted 
Conſciences, that he was ſought to far 
and near; and many from beyond the 
Seas defired his Reſolution in divers Caſes 


m 
t of Conſcience, which was the only Cauſe 
chat made him put forth that learned and 
godly. Treatiſe; Inſtructions for 4 * 

comforting afflicted Confevancess 1 
ol AND tho' in his Manner of Preach- 
e. ing he was a Son of Thunder, yet unto 
d thoſe that mourn'd in Spirit, he was a 


dan of Conſolation, and with a tender Heart 
pour'd the Oil of Mercy into their bleed- 
ing Wounds, He (as was ſaid of Luther) 
was à mighty Oppoſite to the Devil's 
Kingdom, and had fingular Skill to 
diſcern his Sleights, and , cunning 

Vor. VII. P Crafti- 
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Craſtineſs whereby he lies in Wait to de- 
ceive. He ever thought that there was 
no ſuch Way to _ down the ſtrong 
Holds of Satan, as to lay the Ax cloſe 
to the Root of Sin. And in all his Ser- 
mons, he ever uſed to diſcover the Filthi- 
neſs of Sin, and to preſs very powerfully 
upon the Conſcience the Dutics of Sanc- 
tification, in Expreſſion whereof, three 
Things were remarkable in him: 3 


1. Sven Courage and Reſolution of 
Spirit as is ſcarcely to be found in any; 
whereby he gave ſuch Vigour unto the 
Truth 6: deliver d, that it ey d the 


very Joints and Marrow. 


- IMPARTIALITY; he would ſpare 
none in their Sins, either great or ſmall. 
He knew he was to deliver his Maſter's 
Will, with whom was no Reſpect of 
Perſons | 


3. His Wiſdom; as * was of 100 
Courage, ſo was it excellently temper 'd 
with Wiſdom, deſcried in theſe four 
Things. 1. In all his Denunciations a- 
gainſt Sin, he never perſonated any Man, 


whereby to put him to — _ 
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his own inward Guiltineſs cauſed him to 
apply it to himſelf. 2. He would never 
preſs upon the Conſcience the Guilt of 
Sin, but he would fortify it by Scripture, 
by the antient F athers, and the Concur- 
rence of the moſt renown'd and orthodo- 
dox Writers, to ſtop the Mouth of all 
Slanderers that ſhould /accuſe his Doc- 
trine, either of Novelty, or of too much 
Preciſeneſs, 3. When he had ſearch'd 
the Conſcience to the Quick, he ever of- 
fer d Chriſt in all his Beauty and Sweet- 
neſs. 4. He would always proteſt unto 
his People, That it was a Trouble to 
him to preach againſt their Sins; he de- 
lighted not to vex any of their Con- 
ſciences; he ſhould be glad the Caſe my 
ſo with them, that he might only 

the Riches of God's Mercies 3 in C Ta all 
his Days; but he knew no other Way 
to pull them out of et Snare of Sly 
than the Way he ou. WY. 


n Ar which \nads his Packing 
Fes illuſtrious, was the burning Ar 

ining Light, kekich- appear'd in 18 
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1. His Piety, whereof I need not ſay 
much; The Directions for walking with 
Gop, were framed out of the Medita- 
tions of his own Heart, as a Guide for 
himſelf, for ordering his Steps in the 
Ways of Righteouſneſs; which he ſtrictly 
obſerved throughout the Courſe: of his 
Life. And no Marvel if he attained to 
ſuch a Height of Holineſs, when he was 
lifted up thither by the Wings of Pray- 
er. His conſtant Courſe was to pray fix 
Timesa Day, twice by himſelf, twice with 
his Family, and twice. with his eq 
Beſides, he obſerved many Days of 
vate Humiliation and Prayer, ever: 
the receiving of the Communion, and 
many Days beſides, for the Miſeries of 
the Churches in France and Germany, 
which he perform'd with ſuch Ardency 
of Spirit, * (as, was ſaid of roy 
Luther) He uſe id, fuch Humility, 

the 3 — 0 Alnighey Gon; o hich 
Fervency and Faith, as if he had 45 
1 with his Friend. And Gop heard 
his Prayers; for, to the Comfort of his 
Soul, a little before his Death, he heard 
of the mighty Victories obtained by the 
King of Sweden n the ſai | 
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2. Fon his Gravity, he was of a very 
comely Preſence: He had a Countenance 
that commanded Reſpect; inſomuch that 
many-forbore to ſpeak or act unſeemly 
Things in his Preſence, that would not 
have been ſo modeſt in other Company. 
Such a Majeſty doth Grace imprint upon 
the Countenances of holy Men, that they 
draw Reſpect from the greateſt. 


3. He was very zealous for God, not 
only in his Miniſtry, but in any publick 
or private Good, that tended to the Ho- 
nour of Gop; to whoſe Glory he wholly 
facrificed himſelf and all his Studies; 
which I can the more fafely affirm, in 
that I know he hath divers Times refus'd 
Preferment from ſome of the Nobility 
and Prelates of this Kingdom; and for 
no other Cauſe, but that he might not 
be divorc'd from that Country, where 
his Miniſtry wrought ſo good Effects. 


4. Bur the Zeal of this pious Man was 
always temper'd with fingular Wiſdom 
and Diſcretion: for tho'in all his Sermons 
he preſs d mightily upon the Conſcienee 
of his Hearers; yet they were never able 
to reſiſt the Authority by which he _ 
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ſo that for the Space of 22 Vears, the 
whole Time that his Light ſhined in 
Northamptonſhire, his Doctrine was never 
drawn. into Queſtion. So ſtudious was 
he ever of the Unity and Peace of the 
Church of England, which he dearly 
loved, that none could juſtly quarrel with 
him, but Papr/ts and other Sectaries, or 
Men of notoriouſly evil Life, | |, 


5. LASTLY; for his Charity, he was 
ever univerſally bountiful; but he exceed- 
ed in thoſe publick Diſtreſſes of Germany, 
France, Bobemia, and to thoſe that ſtood 
in true Need. He ſpent every Year all 
the Revenues of his Parſonage (which 
was of good Value) in the Maintenance 
of his Family, and Acts of Hoſpitality; 
and alſo gave away yearly, in other Cha- 
rities, the temporal Eſtate he had. The 
Town of Broughton will ever have Cauſe 
to bleſs Gop for his Charity: For when 
that lamentable Fire was among them, 
September 21, in the Year 1626, beſides 
the many Pounds he ſpent out of his own 
Purſe, he was a chief Means, that by the 
only Supply of the Country, without-any 
Letters Patent from above, their Houſes, 


which were burnt down to the Ground, 
; were 
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were all new-built, un ey Ou 
Eſtates reſtored. | 


Tr 1s ineſtimable Treaſure it pleaſed 
Gop to put in an earthen Veſſel, and 
about the Beginning of September laſt, 
began to break it, by viſiting him with 
2 2yartan Ague; a Diſeaſe which bro't 
Calvin to his End, and by the Judgment 
of the beſt Ph yſiciaris, 1s ever deem'd 
mortal unto old Men. Perceiving, after 
two or three Fits, that it maſter d his 
Strength, he called for his Will, which he 
had made long before, and perfeting 
ſome Things in it, he: cauſed it to be 
laid up, and afterwards wholly retired 
into himſelf, quitting the World, and 
ſolacing his Soul, with the Meditation 
of the Joys of Heaven, which he had 
wes «yg to preach to his People: For 

ving . an elaborate Diſcourſe 
of the four laſt Things, Death, - Tudg- 
nent, Hell, and Heaven, and having fi- 
niſh'd the three former, he told them, 
That the next Day he would treat of 
Heaven; but the Day before, being Sa- 
turday, he was viſited with Sickneſs, and 
never preach'd after. God. then prepar- 
og! him for the Fruition of thoſe _— 

ca 
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cable Joys; which he had provided for 
his People in Contem platin. 


Tuo his Sickneſs was long and 
ſharp, yet he bore it with admirable Pa- 
tience, for he ſaw Him that zs Irvoifible; 
and his whole Delight was to be with 
Him, often breathing out ſuch Speeches 
as theſe when his Fits gave him any In- 
termiſſion : Oh! when will this good Heur 
come? In ben ſhall I be diſſalv d? When 
ſpall Ibe with Chriſt? Being told, That 
it was indeed better for him to be diſ- 
folv'd, but the Church of Gop could not 
but miſs him, and the Benefit of his 
Miniſtry; He reply'd: FI tall find 
Favour in the Ryes of the LoRD, He will 
bring me again, and ſhew me both it and 
his Habitation; but if otherwiſe, lol here 

Tam, let Him do what feemeth good in 
_ bis Eyes. Being aſked by another, Whe- 
ther he could not be content to live, if 

Gop would grant him Life? He an- 

ſwer d: I grant that Life is a great Blej- 
fing of GoD, neither will J neglef any 

Means that may preſerve it, and do heartily 
 @efire to ſubmit to Gor's Will; but of the 
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In the Time of his Sickneſs there 
came many: to viſit him, but he admit- 
ted none but his intimate Friends ; uſing 
aS of St. Auguſtine, who deſired 
ten Days before be died, none might 
come to him, that he in that Time might 
the better fit himſelf for Gop. But to 
thoſe that came, he gave very wiſe Ex- 
hortations adapted to their Callings and 
Conditions fer altho' his Body was 
waſted, yet his Underſtanding and Me- 
mory were as active and quick, as in the 


Thue of his. Hauk. 


_ Hz encourag d theMiniſters have came 
to him, to be diligent and courageous'in 
the Work of the Lok D, 1 
their Spirits faint or dr r 

den en ſhould arſe the wi All 
that came to him, he bad ſure of 
Chrift, befote they came to die. He 
thanked Go p for his wonderful Mercy, 
in pulling” him out of Hell, in ſealing 
his Miniſtry with the Converſion of many 
Souls, which. he EY aſcribed to hls 
Glory 


ABouT'a Week betdre he died 3 
bis Wer Cord Wen to ey and his 
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golden Bowl to break; he called for his 
Wife, and deſired her to bear his Diſſo- 
lution with a Chriſtian Fortitude, and 
bad her make no Doubt, but ſhe ſhould 
meet him again in Heaven. And turn- 
ing towards his Children, (one Son and 
four Daughters) he told them: That they 
ſhould not expect he could now ſay any 
Thing to thern, neither would his Ability 
of Body give bim Leave; he had told 
them enough in the Time of his Sick- 
neſs and before, and hoped they would 
remember it, and veril believed, that 
none of them durſt think to meet him at 
that great Tribunal, in an " wnregenerate 
| -AzouT two Days aer dirers of 
his Pariſh coming to watch with him, 
he was moved by a Friend, that as he 
had diſcover'd to them by his Doctrine, 
the exceeding Comforts, that were in 
Cbriſe, he would now tell them what 
he felt in his Soul. Alas, (ſaid he) ds 
they Took for that of me now, that want 
Breath and Power to ſpeak ? I have told 
them enough in my Miniſiry : But yet to 
give you Satisfattion, I am, by the won- 
_— Mercies of Gon, as full of Comfort 
as my Heart can bold, ard feel nothing is 
my Soul but Chriſt, with whom T heartily 
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defire to be. And then looking upon ſome 
chat were weeping, ſaid: Oh, ao ects a 
deal Adv rn 1 one can d 


Doors without began to be ſhut, and the 
Daughters of Mufick' to be' brought, low, 
and he lying very low with his Head, 
expecting every Moment when the j heel 
ſhould be Hruten at the Ciſteru, yet being 
told, that ſome of his dear Friends wert 
then about him to take their laſt Fare - 
wel, he cauſed. himſelf to be lifted u 

ud then, like old Jacob, bewing himfel, 77 
n bis Bed's-Head, after a few Gafpings 
for Breath, he ſpake in this Manner: 7 
am now drawing on apace to my Diſſolu- 
tim, Hold out Faith and Patience; your 
Mark will ſpeedily be at an End. And 
then ſnaking them all by the Hands, pray- 
ed heartily and particularly ſor them, and 
deſired them is male ſure of "Heaven, and 
10 bear in Mind what be bad-formerly told 
them in his Miniſiry; proteſting to them, 
that the Doctrine which he had preached. 
to them fer the Space of Twenty Years, was 

the Truth of Gop, as be ſhould anſiuer it 
at the Tribunal. of "Chriſt; before whom he 
{auld ſhortly appear. This he ſpake "_ . 


The LIrE and Darn, &c. 


the very Pangs of Death were upon him. 
Whereupon a dear Friend of his, taking 
him by the Hand, and aſking him, If 
he felt not much Pain? Truly no, (ſaid 
he) the greateſt I feel, is ycur cold Hand. 
And then ſpeaking to be laid down again, 
he ſpake no more till the next Morning, 
when he took his laſt Leave of his Wite 
and Children, prayed for them aud bleſs- 
ed them all, and that Day in e Aſter- 
noon, about Five o Clock, being Satur- 
day, the Iyth Day of December, 1631, 
in the Goth Vear of his Age, he yielded 
up his Spirit to God, and according to 
his own Speech, celebrated the enſuing 
Sabbath, in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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vunun PSALM I. 2 
1. Blefſed is the Man that doth not walk in the Coun- 
ſel of the Wicked, nor fland in the Way of Sinners, 
nor fit in the Seat of the Scornful.. a 2 
2. But his Delight is in the Law of the Lok p, an 


8 


in his Law dath he meditate Day and Night, ; _ 
FP is no greater Encouragement, or ſtrong- 


er Motive to ftir.a Man to an eager and 
_.carnefſt Purſuit of the Means, then to pro- 
poſe unto him an End wherein at length his Heart 
may repoſe; as in a Concurrence of all Comforts 
and Contentments. To which, there is no Poſ- 
ſbility of Attainment, but by Pureneſs of Heart, 
Vol. VII. Q * Holineſs 
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Holineßß of Life, Canſtancy in a Courſe of Sandi- 
fication, which only lead unto the Face, and Pre- 
ſence of Gop; where, and with whom alone is 
the higheſt Perfection of Bliſs, a River of infinite 
Pleaſures, the Well of Life, and endleſs Reſt of 
all created Deſires. For the Capacity of Man's 
Soul cannot poſſibly be filled with the Sufficiency 
of any Creature; no, not with a World of Crea- 
tures: For they are all nothing to the Worth of a 

an's Soul; .Chrift Himſelf having preferr'd it in 

aluation, I bat tall it profit a Man, though he 
Jhotild gain the whole World, and loſe bis own Soul? 
And therefore can never be free from Motion and 
Vexation; until it reach unto (either in certain 
Hope, or actual Fruition) an Object, infinite, 
as well in Excellency of Nature, as Duration of 
Time. Bleſſed then was the Wiſdom of the Diſ- 
poſer of theſe heavenly Songs of David; whether 
it was himſelf, or Ezra, or whomſoever, in that 
he prefixed this excellent Pſalm, as a Preface to all 
the reſt; wherein is propoſed, and comprized a 
matchleſs Happineſs, whereby the godly Man may 
even in this Life flouriſh Ike a 3 and 


grow like a Cedar in Lebanon; refreſhed continually 


with Rivers of Joys, and Comforts, ſhed into his 
Heart by the Spirit of Gon; And may ſtand like 
Mount Zion, unaſtoniſh'd and unremoved, at that 
eat and fearful Day; when the Wicked ſhall call 
for the Mountains to cover them, and wiſh they 
had never been. #271 | 


 WnrarT ingenuous Mind would not be inflamed 
with Zeal, to the Proſecution of thoſe Means, 
which lead unto an End as full of Happineſs, as 
the Sun is full of Light, and the Sea of Waters! 
What Heart, not poſſeſſed with an Iron Sinew, 
would not thirſt, and long after ſound and undil- 
ſembled Sincerity; even as the Hart brayeth * 
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the Rivers of Water, and as the dry Ground gap- 
eth for Drops of Rain? Since by it alone we purchaſe, 
and put on an unconq — Reſolution, iſſuing 
from an Aſſurance of being in Chriff, and from the 
Clearneſs of a good ys whereby we may 
walk even 2 thorough this Valley of 
Tears, amidſt the mercileſs Vexations of prophane 
Men; nay, we may walk upon the Lion and Ajp, 
the young Lion and the Dragon we may tread under 
Feet ; and hereafter be — to be ſatisfied with the 
Fulneſs of Joy in the Preſence of Gop, and with 
Pleaſures at his Right Hand for evermore. | 


Tars happy Man is here deſcribed unto us by 
many Arguments. 


1. FirsT, are laid down his Marks and Þr roper r- 
ties negative and affirmative, i in the two hrit mots. 


2. Snconpey His Happineſs oa er out 
by a Similitude, in the third Verſe... L 


3. — — by en of the Mi 
ſery of the Wicked, in the fourth and fifth Verſes. 


4. ConciLupeD with the Cauſes of them both, 
to wit, of the Happineſs "in the lat Vers. and Ven- 


„ in the laſt | 


rann tive Pr operties, in the firſt Verſe, a are 
2 ref walk in the Counſelof the Wick- 

> 2. He doth not fland in the Wa of Sumnersy 3- He 
deth not fit in the Seat of the Scornful; amplified with 
a three-fold Gradation in the Perſons, Actions, and 
Objects of the Actions. The Gradation in the 
Perſons, the Wielad, Sinners, and Scornful, im- 
plies all Sorts of ungodly! Men. The Gradation 
in the Actions, * and: fit, all * 
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of Commerce and Còrreſpondence with them. The 
Gradation in the Objects, the * May, and 
Scat, all Kind of Iniquity; in Corruptions, 
or outward Impieties. Ihe whole Verſe laboureth 
with an emphatical Exaggeration, to ſet down his 
bleſſed Forbearance of din, and communicating 
with ſinful Men. Mbit | 


Tux ſecond Verſe containing his Employment 
in Piety, ſcemeth to anfwer in Oppoſition, the 
tiaree Negatives, with three Affirmatives. 1. His De- 
iighting in the Law of the LoRb, is oppoſed to 
the Counſel of the Wicked. 2. His Meditation, and 
Exerciſe in the Law, to the ay of Sinners. 3. Day 
and Night. "There is his Conſtancy and Habit, op- 

poſed to the Seat of the Scornful. 


. Wav then, let the Prophane World ſay what it 
will; let ſenſual Men judge as they liſt: That 
Man, and that Man alone is truly happy, 1. That 
walketh not in the Counſel of the Wicked; that is, 
that doth not delight in their vain Imaginations, 
ſinful Affections, luſtful Deſires; In their proud 
and ſwelling Thoughts; which conceive Miſchief, 
and bring forth a Lie; that doth not partake with 
their impotent Paſſions, unhallow'd Policies; their 
exorbitant Projects for Pleaſures, Honours, and Pro- 
fits; whoſe Soul defires not to come into the Se- 
cret of their cruel Conſultations; In a Word, 
whoſe Heart hateth inward- Pollution, that hath 
either Fountain or Seat in any Power of the Soul. 


2. Tur flandeth not in the Way of Sinners: That 
is, that breaketh not into open Frophaneneſs; that 
initatcth not their Actions and Converſation ; whoſe 
Mouth is not full of Bitterneſs and Lying; whoſe 
Lips are not infected with the Poiſon of Aſps; whoſe 
Hands are not full of Eribes and Falſhood ; whole 


Feet 
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Feet are not fwift to run after Miſchief, Vanity; 
and lewd Companions. 


3. THaT fitteth- not in the Seat of the Scornful: 

That is, that confineth not himſelf to the Chair of 
Iniquity; that confirmeth not himſelf in his Hard- 

neſs of Heart; that doth not make a Mock of Sin, 

and jeſt with the ſacred Word of Gop; that doth 

not direct the poiſonous Arrows of ' a ſpiteful 
Tongue, even as the Apple of Gop's own Eye, 

| his deareſt- Servants ; that, with the Scorner, doth 
| not dare the Higheſt Majeſty of the Almi to 
MW: whet his glittering Sword, and take Hold on Judg- 
ment; to put on his Habergeon' of Ri 4 
and the Garments of Vengeance for Clothing: 
faying, as it is 1/a. v. 19. Let him make Speed: Let 
him _ his Work, that we may fee it : And let the 
Holy of Iſrael draw near, and cume, that to- 


tnoto it. 


Tuvus far his Forbearance of ſinful: Actions, 
Now follows his Practice in Actions of Piety. 


Bur 1. his Delight is in the Law of the Loxp: 
That is, The whole Doctrine divinely inſpired, is 
the very Joy of his Heart, and Delight of his Soul. 
It is ſweeter unto him than Honey, and the Ho- 
ney-comb. It is more precious unto him than 
Gold; yea, than much fine Gold. It-is more worth 
unto him than Heaven and Earth. And 2. when the 
Heart is once enkindled with Love, there the 1 
magination embraceth with deareſt Apprehenſion; 
the Thoughts are impatient of any other Object; 
all the Powers of the Soul are united in a ſtrong 
Endeavour of the Attainment. The whole Mind 
muſt needs be poſſeſs'd with Meditation. If he 
delight in the Law of the Lox b, he muſt meditate 
therein. And this Fervency of the Heart, cannot 


Q 3 poſſibly 
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be incloſed within the Compaſs of the 


ſt: It will ſpread itſelf in Speech and Actions: 
As is plain, P/al. xxxvii. 30. The Mouth of the 
Righteous will {peak of Wiſdom, and his Tongue will 
talk of Fudgment. The Reaſon follows: For the 
Law of his Gop i in his Heart. And Pſalm 
cxix. 167. My Soul hath kept thy Teſtimonies : For 
I love them exceedingly. And 3. this Love, Delight, 
Meditation, and Exerciſe in the Law of Gop, of 
this happy Man, is not as a Morning-Cloud, and 
as the Morning Dew, before the Sun: But like 
the Light of the Sun, that ſhineth more and more, 
unto the perfect Day. It is not a Start, for Fear, 
upon Reſtraint, for Reputation, for Advantage; 
or to cover the Terrors of Conſcience, for a 
While, with a few Flaſhes of deceivable Com- 
forts, out of ſome miſapplied Promiſes in the 
Word of Gop; but it is, out of a free Reſolution, 
and with undaunted Conſtancy, Day and Night. 


Bur give me Leave, before I proceed to the 
Explication of the reſt, to propoſe unto you this 
general Doctrine, which hath it's Strength from 
the Body of the Pſalm, and the main Scope of the 
Spirit of G0D. | | 


THERE is in the Book of Gop offered unto 
us, an Happineſs, ſtanding in Oppoſition to all the 
vain Felicities, which antient Philoſophers deviſed 
out of their deep Speculations; or prophane Men 
out of their corrupt Affections: Not conſiſting in 
Pleaſures, Riches, Honours, Greatneſs; in civil 
Honeſty, formal Hypocriſy ; or the whole Poflibi- 
lity of Nature: But in ſupernatural Grace, and the 
bleſſed Conſequents. 


Tur whole Book of Eccleſiaftes, Solomon's. {a 
cred Retractions, is a large W of this 
rine. 
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Doctrine. Solomon was Son unto the worthieſf 
King that ever ſwayed Sceptre upon Earth; and 
he was Predeceſſor in the Royal Line unto the Son 
of Gop; and ſo, matchleſs for Nobility, if true 
Happineſs had conſiſted therein. He was King of 
Jeruſalem, the Perfection of Beauty, and the Joy 
of the whole Earth. He gave Silver as Stones, and 
gave Cedars as the wild —— that grow a- 
dundantly in the Plain. He built him Houſes, and 
planted Vine ards. He provided him Men- ſing- 
ers, and Women-ſingers; and the Delights of 
the Sons of Men. Whatſoever his Eyes deſired, 
he with-held it not from them, and withdrew nct 
his Heart from any Joy. For Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtanding, he had a large Heart, even as the 
Sand that is on the Sea-ſhore, In ſpeculative 
Knowledge, he excelled the Wiſdom of all the 
Children of the E; and all the Wiſdom of E- 
pt. He was able to diſcourſe from the Cedar- 
tree that is in Lebanon, even unto the Hyſſop that 
ſpringeth out of the Wall. In Wiſdom of Policy 
and Government, there was none like unto him 
before him, neither after him ſhall ariſe the like 
unto him. So that Solomon was the moſt fit and 
abſolute Man that ever lived, both for Ability in 
Underſtanding, Abundance in Poſſeſſion, and De- 
bre in Searching, to take an exact Meaſure of the 
Worth and Sufficiency of all Creatures: And to, 
raiſe from them the beſt Contentments they could: 
poſlibly afford. Yet, when he had wearied himſelf 
in the Variety of Paſſages of this Life (In the Book 
of Ecclefiaſtes, fee his Judgment) He utterly diſa- 
vows and diſclaims them all, as miſerable Com- 
forters, as meer Shadows and Dreams; wherein 
there is no more Matter of found Comfort, than 
there is Light in the greateſt Darkneſs, He ſays of 
Laughter, Thou art mad; and of Foy, What is this 
that thou dog! And whereas Wi and Know- 

| | ledge, 
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ledge, are the moſt incomparable Treaſures this 
tranſitory World hath; he faith, that in the Ml. 
titude of Wiſdom is much Grief: And be that in. 
creaſeth K % imcreaſeth Sorrow. And of 
theſe, and all other Things under the Sun; yea, 
and if to the Glory of all created Natures, were 
an Addition of ten Thouſand Excellencies, that 
never Man ſaw or enjoyed; he had pronounced of 
them all, in Reſpe& of true Happineſs, and divid- 
ed from the Grace and Fear of Gs; that they are 
all Vanity. And if he ſtayed there, it had been 
well; that argues but a paſſive Imperfection, and 
a Weakneſs in the Things themſelves ; but they 
are YVexation of Spirit: Nothing in themſelves; yet 
full of Power and Activity, to inflict Vengeance 
and Vexation upon the Spirit of a Man. 


Tue Spirit of a Man being found in Sincerity, 
and ſeconded with a good Conſcience, is able to 
bear out his Infirmities, and all the Miſeries inci- 
dent to his Nature: It is able to paſs by, with a 
reſolute Patience, the lying Imputations of the 
prophaneft Malice: It is able, by the Grace of 
Go, to encounter with the Terrors of Death, 
and the Fearfulneſs of the Grave: Yea, to endure 
with gracious Humility, even the Preſence of 
Gop and Angels at that great Day: But a wound- 
ed Spirit, who can bear? If the 0 be dark, how 
great is that Darkneſs? If the Spirit of a Man, 
which ſhould refreſh all the Faculties of the Soul 
with comfortable Cheerfulneſs, and fill the whole 
Body with a lively Vigour, be itſelf wounded with 
Vexation and Terror; How comfortleſs is that 
Man? If his Strength were the Strength of Stones, 
and his Fleſh of Braſs; yet would the Torment of 
a bitter, afflicted Soul, grind him to Powder; and 
melt, as the Dew before the Sun, whatſoever he 
accounteth ſtrongeſt, and moſt powerful to —_ 

| is 
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his Heavineſs; it would turn all his choiceſt and 
deareſt Pleaſures into Wormwood and Bitterneſs. 
| i > =” 1 4" 433 / 
Ap this Vexation, with which Riches,” Ho- 
nours, or what other Vanity deſirable in this 
Life, doth aMi& the unregenerate Heart, is two- 
fold: 1. In the Purſuit of them is much Anguiſn, 
many Grievances, Fears, Jealouſies, 7 
Interruptions, Diſcontentments. But 2. after the 
unſanctified Enjoying of them, follows the Sting of 
Conſcience, that will everlaſtingly vex the Soul; 
which is the very Earneſt of the Fire of Hell; by 
which a Man doth expect with unconceivable Hor- 
ror, the Confummation of the Wrath of Gon, 
(which burneth far hotter, and more unquencha- 
bly, then any Fire, though augmented with infi- 
nite Rivers of Brimſtone) to be poured upon his 
Body and Soul for evermore, in the World te 
come. How then poſſibly can there be any Hap- 
pineſs in theſe Vexations? Wherefore, Solomon 
having proved the negative Part of my Do&trin: 
concludes the Poſitive in the laſt Chapter: T 
to fear God, and to keep his Commandments, is. 
the only Way to be poſleſt of true Happineſs; to 
find Peace of Conſcience, and Aſſurance of the 
Favour of Gop. 1 ; ee 


Fox let a Man, while he will, in this World of 
Vanity, either ſport himſelf in the ſoſt, and green 
Way of fading Pleaſures; or pleaſe himſelf in the 

ious Miſeries of Honours and high Places; or 
tire himſelf in the Toils of inſatiable Greedineſs ; 
or brave it in his Oaths, Blaſphemiĩes, and Strength 
of pouring in ſtrong Drink ; or tread the deſperate 
Path of Contempt of the Power of Religion, the 
Truth of Gop, and Sincerity of his Saints: All 
the while, when he is at the beſt, he is but as the 
raging Sea that cannot reſt. For ſo Iſaiub com- 
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the Wicked, Chap. lvii. 20. The Sea, you 
w, is not only many Times toſſed up and down 
with Winds and Tempeſts; but ever inwardly dif 
quieted, even. with her own Motions, caſting up 
continual Mire and Dirt upon the Shore, and 
breaking inta Foam her proudeſt Waves againſt 
the R : Even fo the Heart of that Man, which 
hath repoſed his Affections upon the Glory of this 
Life, is not only many Times diſquieted with out- 
ward Croſſes; as with Loſs of Friends, Diſcoun- 
tenance of Great Ones, Diſappointment of his 
Hopes, with wrongful Railings, and Diſgraces; 
with looking upon the Day of his Death, and Ven- 
upon the Wicked ; with Diſturbers of his 
y in his Pleaſures and Dignities : But is alſo, 
beſides the reſtleſs Torture of his Conſcience, ever 
from within, foaming out his own Shame, the 

iſhonour of Gon, and the V exation of his Bre- 


Bur it is not ſo with him that holds the Fear of 
Gov for his ſureſt Sanctuary; that hath reſolved tore- 
up himſelf in holy Obedi to the Will of 
on. His Heart is like the upper Part of the World, 
which is ever full of Serenity, Conſtancy, and 
Brightneſs; be the Air below never ſo trouble 
with Storms and Thunders; or the Earth with Com- 
motions and Tumults: For let there be about him 
the devouring Sword of the Tyrant, the conſum- 
ing Flames of Perſecution, the keen Razors of 
ing Tongues, the Mouths of Lions, the cruel 

binations of his Enemies; nay, let the Earth 
be moved, and let the Mountains fall into the 
Midſt of the Sea: Vet his Heart is joyful, patient, 
reſolute, and contented. 


Bur to deſcend more ſpecially to the Partieulan 
of the Negative Part of my ine : Let me add 
iy to 
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to the many and Reaſons of the ancient Phi- 
lolophers, and late Schoolmen (againſt Pleaſures, 
Riches, and Honours) theſe three; which will for 
ever utterly diſable them for claiming any Shew of 
latereſt in Man's Happineſs. N 


FiksT, They cannot poſſibly fill the unlimited 
Defire of the Soul. For altho' the Treaſures, the 
Greatneſs, the Delights of all Men living, were in 
the preſent Poſſeſſion of one: Yet ſomewhat be- 
ide, and above all this, would ſtill be ſought, and 
thirſted for. Nay it is certain, if one Man were, 
not only crowned with the Sovereignty" of all the 
Kingdoms of the Earth, but beſides, were madeCom- 
mander of the Motions of the Sun, and the Glory 
chew Stars; yet the reſtleſs Eye of his 9 

erſtanding, would ond the Heavens, 
for ſome hidden Excelle —— 
which the whole of this created Wor 
cannot yield. So unquenchable is the Thirſt of 
Man's Soul, until it bathe (itſelf in the River of 
Life, and in the immeaſurable Ocean of Goodneſs 
and Wiſdom. So impoſſible is it, that this mate- 


ml World, with all her Perfections, ſhould be a 
proportionable Object to ſo precious à Nature; or 


that ſo divine a Spark ſhould. ceaſe riſing and aſpi- 
ring, until it join itſelf to that infinite Flame of 
Glory and Majeſty, from whence it firſt iſued 


SECONDLY, They cannot ſecure the Conſcience 
litrefſed with the Apprehenſion of the Wrath of 


Gop, or prevent his Judgments. "Memorable is 
that horrible Amazement, that ſurprized the Heart 
of Belſhazzar, amidſt his greateſt Jolitics. Melt- 
ing he was in Pleaſures; folacing himſelf amongſt 
his Wives and Concubines ; carouſing in the Gol- 
len and Silver Veſſels of the Temple : But when 
vere appeared Fingers of a Man's Hand, which 


wrote 


„and ſuppoſed Felicity, 
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wrote over - againſt the Candleſtick, upon the Plai- 
ſter of the Wall (a Remembrancer unto his Con- 
ſcience, how contemptuouſly, and facrilegiouſly 
he had diſhonoured the higheſt Majeſty ; and that 
the Vials of God's heav —.— were ready to 
be poured upon his Head) all the Joys of his royal 
Pomp vaniſhed as the Smoke : For then the King'; 
Countenance was changed, and his Thoughts traub 
bim, fo that the Joints of his Loins were laoſed, and 
his Knees ſmote one againſt the other. And now, 
one Pang of his wou Conſcience did much 
more torment him, than the Kingdom, Majeſty, 
Glory, and Honour, which he received ſrom his 
Father Nebuchadnezzar, could ever comfort him. 
So, I doubt not, but many Times, the Hearts of 
— — Ones in this Life, that are not in 
Trouble like other Men; but ſpread themſelves as 
green Bay -Trees; when they hear the certain 
9 of Go denounced out of his Book by 
his Miniſters, againſt thoſe Sins, to which (by lo 
Cuſtom and vowed Reſolution) they have faſt 
their Affections: I ſay, that many Times (except 
their Conſciences be ſeared with a hot Iron, againſt 
the Day of Vengeance, and then their Caſe is un- 
ſpeakably woful) their Hearts tremble, even as the 
Trees of the Foreſt, that are ſhaken with the 
Wind. Amidſt their Laughing, their Hearts are 
ſorrouwful: Or if their-Mirth be entire, it is but 
like the Neiſe of Thorns under the Pot. Thorns under 
2 Pot, you know, make a great Crackling, and 2 
Noiſe. for a little Time: They blaze fair and 
bright, but are ſuddenly extinct, and brought to 
Nothing. Neither are thoſe cold Comſorters able 
to quench God's fiery Jealouſy, when it breaks 
— in Plagues and Judgments againſt a fanful 
Sl | pu 
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Tump, They cannot ſtretch themſelves un- 
to Eternity. For there are no Contentments of 
this Life (whether they lie in Honours, Riches, 
pleaſures, or Friends) let them be never ſo many 
in Number, ſo potent in the World, or in our 
own Perſuaſions, ſo exempt from Mixture of Diſ- 
comfort,” that can poſſibly bring us further, than 
our Death-Bed. It may be for a few Days of our 
Life, they have detained us in a Fool's Paradiſe, 
full of Vipers and Scorpions; it may be they _ 
— left ſome obſcure Prints of unſound Joys in 
our Paſſages: But then, at their Farewel, they 
are utterly diſpoiled of their weak and 8 
Sweetneſs; and are wholly turned into Woun 
and Wormwood, into Gall and Vexation. They 
leave a Sting in the Conſcience, that never dies ; 
but themſelves die all at our Deaths, and lie down 
with us in our Graves. Why then, when the im- 
mortal Soul, being diſlodged from this Tabernacle 
of Clay, ſhall enter the Conſines of Eternity; what 
fhall comfort it, thro* that endleſs Duration? For 
if it look back to this Inch of Time, which it 
conſumed in Vanity, it may aſk: Why have I been 
troubled about many Things? Why have I dis- 
__ my ſelf in Vain; Why have ' inſulted over 


nnocency , and accounted Sincerity Madneſs ? 
What hath pride profited me? Or what Profit hath 
the Pomp of Riches brought me? And it may be 
anſwered : All thoſe Things are paſſed away like a 
Shadow, and as a Poſt that paſſeth * As a Ship 


that paſſeth over the Waves of the Water, which 
when it is gone by, the Trace thereof cannot be found, 
neither the Path of it in the Floods Or as a Bird, 
that flieth through the Air, and no Man can ſee any 
Token of her Paſſage, but only hear the Noiſe of her 
* beating the light Wind, parting the Air thr 
the Vehemency of her Going, whereas afterward ne - 
Token of her May can be found. If the Ex- 

Vor. VII. * piration 
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piration of all worldly Comforts be molt certain 


and inevitable, at the furtheſt at our . 


from this Life; it is impoſſible there ſhould 
abſolute Joy found in them : For there is — 


the very Life of true Happineſs, Aſſurance of Per- 
petuity. 


"IMAGINE therefore a Man to be abundantly 
encompaſſed even with the Deſire of his Heart; 
let him waſh his Paths with Butter; and let the 
Rock pour him out Rivers of Oil ; let him heap 
up Silver as the Duſt, and Gold as the Mire in the 
Streets; let him deck himſelf with Majeſty and 
Excellency, and array himſelf with Beauty and 
Glory ; let him drink up the Pleaſures of this 
Wor d in as great Abundance as Behemoth the Ri- 
ver Jordan; yet all is Nothing, himſelf being 
covered with . and Mocality z and the 
Fruition of them with Vanity and Change. 


Ox Generation paſſeth away, and another Ge- 
neration cometh. He muſt at length neceſſarily 
make Reſi of all into the Hands of a new 
Succeſſion ; and he ſhall take Nothing away when 
he dies ; neither ſhall his Pomp or Pleaſure deſcend 
after him. Yet if a Man, beſides an entire and 
uninterrupted Poſſeſſion of his worldly Content- 
ments (which \ — to be looked for in this 
Life, a as peaks, While his Fleſh is upon 
Him, he ſhall be ſorrowful ; and while his Soul is 16 
him, it ſhall mourn; — I ſay, if beſides 3 
able to extend his Like to many Millions. of 
the Matter were a little more ds But alas, 
the Life of a Man at moſt is but a Span long; and 
that which makes it much more miſerable, he 
knows not in what Part of that ſhort Span, how 
ſuddenly, or how ſoon he ſhall be cut o from the 
Land of the Living; and go, and ſhall not re- 
turn, 
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turn, even unto the Land of Darkneſs, and Sha- 
dow of Dezth. For the Rejoicing of the Wicked is 
ſhort, and the Foy of Hypoerites is but a Moments. 
The” his Excellency mount up to the Heaven, and his 
Head reach unts the c, Yet ſhall be periſh for 
ever, like Dung; and they which have ſeen him, 
2 where is b& E. ſhall flee away as 4 Date, 
and they ſhall not find him, and ſhall paſs away as a 
Vifion of the Ni So that the Eye, which had ſeen 
him, ſhall de ſo no more, and his lace ſhall ſee him 
no more. And in this Reſpect, Man's Condition 
is far inferior to other Creatures. One Generation 
paſſeth, and another Generation ſueceedeth; but 
the Earth remaineth for ever. The Sun ſeems eve- 
ry Night to lie down in a Bed of Darkneſs; but 
he riſes in the Morning cloathed with- the ſame 
Glory and Brightneſs, and rejoiceth as a Giant to 
run N Cen But Man (faith <A Max 
periſheth, and where i3 be? As the Winters paſs from 
the Sea, and as the Flood decayeth, and drieth wp; fo 
Man ſfleepeth, and riſeth not For be ſhall not wake 
again, R 
TT. we 


To let eee Unis dene Vanities paſo 
as unworthy to be inſiſted on thus long: howſo- 
ever, the worldly- minded Man, ee util utterly 
the Eye of Faith, and having his Eye 
dimmed with Miſs, that riſe from his tumultuout 
Paſſions, may ſeem to ſee in them ſome Glimmer - 


ings of Happineſs; yet certainly, the more | 
rous Mind may clearly, out of the very Light we 
broken Staff or Reed ; whereupon L. Man Jean i 
will go into his Hand, and pierce it, — 

firike his Heart too thorough with many ts 


and that in the Time of Trouble, they will 
prove but as a I CT and ſliding Fort 
— — 2 | 0 
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To let them paſs, and die and periſh, I come to 
two other Branches of the negative Part: Civil 


. Henefly, and formal! Hypocriſy. 


Tuxs indeed are the two great Engines, by 
which in this full Light and glorious Noontide of 
the Goſpel, the Prince of this World draweth 
many Multitudes into his Snares in this Life, and 
into Chains of Darkneſs in the Life to come. 


-  SWEETNESS of Nature, Lovelineſs of Diſpoſi- 
tion, Fairneſs of Conditions, a pleaſing Affability 
in Carriage and Converſation, an unſwayed Up- 
rightneſs in civil Actions, and Negociations with 
Men, make a goodly Shew ; But if there be an 
Acceſſion of Proſeſſion of the Goſpel, of outward 
Performance of religious Exerciſes, of fome Cor- 
reſpondence with the Servants of Gop; there is 
the Perfection. Whatſoever is above is proud 
Hypocriſy, vain glorious Singularity, phantaſtick 
Preciſeneſs; when (Gop knows) there may be al 
this, and yet no Power of Religion, no Life of 
Grace, no true Happineſs, no Hope of Eternity. 
To the Demonſtration of which Point, before 1 
proceed, let me prevent two Objections. | 

Fs, I _ not, but that moral Virtue is 
— and excellent in itſelf; the outward Per- 
ormance of religious Duties, and the Exerciſe of 
the Means of our Converſion, are neceſſary. But 
if moral Virtue were able to put on the greateſt 
Magnificence, that ever it antiently enjoyed a- 
mongſt the preciſeſt Romans, whereby it might 
worthily draw into Admiration, even theſe T imes 
of Chriſtianity ; et in Reſpect of Acceptance with 
Crop, and Conetwity to his Will, it is but at 
the Beſt very Filthineſs. And outward Actions 
of Religion, be they performed with as dene 
0.1 5 | F 26 CW 
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of him, who hath happily paſſe 5 | 
W of Remorſe for Sins, and hath al- 
ready (by the Grace of Gop) laid Hold upon the 
Merits and Mercies of Chrift, by a true, though a 
weak Faith: I wiſh that his Soul (as a new-born 
Babe in Chri/t) may be touched with the ſmooth- 
eſt Hand of the moſt wiſe and charitable Diſcreti- 


on; and that it may be nouriſhed with the ſweeteſt 
Milk of the moſt gracious and comfortable Pro- 


miles. | 


* 


to 
the ſmoaking Flax, or break the broken 
„or to add Sorrow anto him, whom the 
Lorp hath wounded; and chereſore rather in- 
nitely deſire to turn the ſmoaking Flax into 2 


burning Fire of Zeal; to reſreſh the weak and 
wounded Heart, with ſofteſt Oil of Gop's deareſt 
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Mercies; to make the bruiſed Reed a Pillar of 
Braſs, that it: may ſtand ſtrong, and ſure at the 
of Trial. It is not Difference of Degrees 
Meaſure, that takes away the Nature of Faith. 
A ſmall Drop of Water is as truly Water, as the 
whole Ocean. A little Spark is as truly Fire, as 
the mightieſt Flame. The Hand of a little Child 
may receive a Pearl, as' well as the Hand of the 
greateſt Giant, though not hold it ſo ſtrongly. A 
weak Faith may be a true Faith, and fo a ſaving 
Faith. This only I muſt adviſe, that if this Grain 
of Muſtard-ſeed, watered with the Dew of *. 
a oy cowards a great Tree; if this Spark, en- 

ed by the Spirit of Gos, f. not into a 
dig — if this ſmall Meaſure of Faith be not 
cad with a longing Fervency after Fulneſs of 
Perſuaſion, and ſeconded with an aſſiduous and ſe- 
rious Endeavour after more Perfection, it is no 
ſound: and ſaving Faith, but only a en 
_ n 1517 


Bor yet for all chis, I cannot 2 a Wy 
ſpeak good of Evil, and evil of Good. I m 

not put Darkness for Light, and Light for Datk- 
neſs. Wiſe Solomon hath taught us, that he that 


nuftifieth the Wicked, and he that condemneth the Fuſt, 
even they bath are an Abomination unto the LORD: 


And therefore I muſt tell you, that a Man may 
be great in the Eye of the World, and in the 
Judgment of the greater Part, for his civil Ho- 


ef Lagian folemn Performances of outward Duties 


(to which many Thouſands never at- 
rain) — * himſelf not only a Stranger to the 
Liſe of Gon and right Happineſs, and holden faſt 


under the Power of the firſt Death; but alſo, be- 


ing puff d up, become a violent Oppolite to the 
Powe of 1 4 and true Godlineſs. wr 


THE 
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Tk Reaſon whereof ma 2 corrupt 
Nature (as in Matters of Underſtanding and O- 
pinion) worketh in any Man too much Love of 
his own Concluſions. All Oppolition inflames the 
AﬀeRion, and ſets on Foot the Wit, to find out 
Arguments for their Proof, leſt he ſeem to — 
been too weak of Judgment in frami 
too inconſtant in not defending them: Even — 4. 
ſo in Matters of Liſe and — And the 
more plauſible a Man's Courſe is, and the more 

oriouſſy it is entertained of the World, the 
nger is his Reſolution to continue in it, and 
the more impatient he is of all Controllment and 
Contradiction. So that moral Honeſty, and out- 
ward Religiouſneſs, being in themſelves good and 
neceſſary, and a good Step to Chriſtianity; yet are 
N a ſtrong Bar to keep Men from the 
Power of Godlinefs. Becauſe, hen they conſider 
their preſent Courſe is in good Acceptance with 
the World, and that it may well conſiſt with the 
free Enjoyment of their Honours and Pleaſures, 
they willingly and peremptorily repoſe upon it; 
contented with a probable Error of being in the 
State. of Grace, any with a plauſible Paſſage unto 
eternal Neath. And the rather, becauſe they 
know full well, if they ſhould ſtep forward; unto . 
inward Holineſs, they ſhould not only raiſe up a- 
ju themſelves many thundring Tempeſts of the 
orld's inſolent, falſe, and iel Cenſures; but 
alſo even from the Bottom of Hell, many Diſtur-. 
bances and. fearful Temptations. For I am 3 
ſuaded, while a Man lies ſecure in the Cou 
Unregeneration, if the Devil can procure it, he 
ſhall enjoy his Heart's Deſire, he ſhall bring his 
Enterprizes to and not fall into Trouble like 
other þ Men. He only then begins to beſtir him+. 
ſelf, when a Man begins to ſtr towards Grace; 
or that by his Trains, —_—— 
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ſome Point of Advantage, to ſome dead Lift, to 
his Death-Bed; that he may have a full Stroke at 
his Deſtruction, that he may ſuddenly and certain. 
n aud Sulf and then l. 


— 


pays him Home: for e through Senſeleſneſs, 
or Deſpair, he ſinks — down irrecoverably into 
the Bottom of Hell. 
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Ts two Objections ted; 12 
to the 8 the A in 3 


theſe Reaſons following — — wo he 
which reaches but to > civil Honeſty, 2 far 
ſhort of being in Chriſt, RO Om true 
| 12 


Fixsr, ſome of the Heathens attained a great 
Meaſure of moral Perfection. And yet all theſe 
Excellencies of Morality, are juſtly cenfured by 
Divinity, from that Ground in the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews : Without Faith it is impoſſible to ah; x; we? 
ju a Man's Works in Shew be never ſo good, 

except the Heart be purged from dead Works by a 
lively Faith, and pure from an evil Conſcience, he 
is but a painted RE or a whited Wal 


The ſecond Rendo is grounded uren the 
Words of St. Paul, 1 Corinth. ii. 14. The natural 
erceiveth not the Things 0 FA the Spirit of Gon; 

for for th are Fooliſhneſs unts him: Neither can 1 
know them, gy - je Min) is nd diſcerned. In 
this Place, is not meant only 
the ſenſual 1 wallowing A Vanities and Plea- 
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fures; but a Man conſidered with the whole ** 
ſs of the reaſonable SouPs Poſſibility. 
's reaſonable Soul, by that Serength it ye et 
tains, may purchaſe — Kind of P 
Firſt, in itſelf it may be excellent, if . 
with a ſharp Wit, a quick Apprehenſion, 1 
INC, 
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Wild a ſanctificd Contention of Spirit, in 
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Mind, a piercing Judgment, a faithful Memory, 
4 more l Will, and milder Aﬀedtions 
But if by Induſtry and Art it furniſh every Faculty 
with thoſe Ornaments, of which they are naturally 
capable, the Perfection is much. more admirable. 
And yet beſides theſe Excellencies in itſelf, it may 
ſhine gloriouſly to others, it may go further, and 
enable itſelf by Action, Experience and Obſerva- 
tion, with ſuch an univerſal Wiſdom, that it may 
not only be qualified for notable Offices of So- 
ciety, but alſo reach unto that Depth of Fore- ſight 
and large Comprehenſion of Circumſtances, that 
it may be worthy Imployment in the Affairs of 
State, and in the Direction and Guidance of 
whole Kingdoms. All theſe Perfections may con- 
cur upon the Soul, and yet it remain ſtark blind 
in the Myſteries of Salvation. Imagine them all 
jointly in one Man, and in the higheſt Degree of 
Perke ion and Excellency, of which. unſanctified 
Morality is capable, and let them be never fo 
much admired, of the World; yet without the 
Salt of Grace to ſeaſon them, and the Life of 
Grace to animate them, they are but as gay Attire 
upon a leprous Body; as Bracelets, upon a dead 
and rotten Carcaſe. 5 Op: ©! 


Lr no Man then deceive his own Heart; he 
may be enriched with ſingular Pregnancy of all the 
Faculties of the Soul; he may be ſtored with Va- 
riety of the choiceſt and profoundeſt Learning; he 
may expreſs in Action and civil Honeſty the abſo- 
lute Portraiture of Ari/tatle's moral Virtues; he 
may be as politick as Ahitaphel; Whoſe Counſel, 
which he caunſelled in thoſe Days, was like as one 
bad aſked Counſel at the Oracle of Gow: And yet 
without ſupernatural Illumination, and the divine 
Graces, of Faith, Love, Zeal, Sincerity, ſpiritual 
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making towards Gop in all Kind of Duties; 
which only put a Man into Poſſeſſion of true 
Happineſs, and fit him for a bleſſed Aſſociation 
with Gop, Angels and holy Men: I fay, without 
theſe ſupernatural Graces, he not only cannot per. 
ceive the Things of the Spirit of God, (but which 
is an horrible and fearful Curſe). will even eſteen 
them Fooliſhnefs. 


Tur third Reaſon ſhall be taken from the Ex-. 
ample of Nicodemus, John iii. Nicedemus, I am 
perſuaded was an honeſt Man. I am fure he wa 
a great Man, and a Teacher of Jae; yet when 
he comes out of his civil Honeſty natural 
Wiſdom, to reaſon with Chriſ about the Salvation 
of his Soul, he is ſtrangely Childiſh and a mere 
Infant. For when Cbriſi tells him; Except a Man 
be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdem of Gop; 
he replies: How can a be born which is Old? 
Can he enter into his Mother's Womb again and be 
born? A Reply, which may breed an Aſtoniſh- 
ment in all ſhall ever read this Story under- 
ſtandingly unto the World's End: Nay, it ſeems 
ſtrange to Chri/t Himſelf, by his interrogative Ad- 
miration afterward; Art thou a- Teacher of Iſrael, 
and knoweſt not theſe Things? And no Marvel; for 
who think, that one of the beſt of the Pha- 
riſees, a Ruler of the Fews, a profeſt Doctor in 
the Law and the Prophets, and one careful to faye 
his Soul, ſhould be ſo groſsly ignorant, in a moſt 
Point of Salvation; eſpecially, having 
many Times, no Doubt, read it in Moſes and the 
Prophets? Amongſt many Places, he might ſee in 
Exel. xxxvi. 26, 27. moſt clearly laid down the 
great and glorious Work of our New-Birth: A 
new Heart alſo will I give you, and a new Spirit 
will I put within you, and I will take the flony Heart 


aut of your Body, and I will give you a _— 


e 


eee 
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Fb. But when he comes from teaching; and 
rcading of this and the like Places, to be examined 
in the experimental Feeling of theſe Graces of Re- 
generation upon his own Soul; why, he talks of a 
Man that is old,” entring again into his Mothers 
Womb. But ſo it is, where the Heart is not ſeaſoned 
with ſaving Grace. Let the Underſtanding be never 
ſo great with ſwelling Knowledge, the practical 
Powers of the Soul never ſo pregnant with Wiſ- 
dom and Policy, and perfected with moral Vir- 
tues; yet there is nothing to be expected from that 
Man in Matters of Salvation, but Darkneſs and 
Blindneſs, Childiſhneſs and Stupidity. . 


FouRTHLY, the young Man in the G 

may be a fit Inſtance for our preſent Purpoſe. He 
was unreprovable in the external Juſtice and out- 
ward Obſervances of the Second Table, wherein 
civil Honeſty doth principally conſiſt ; but how far 
he is from inward Sanctification, the State of 
Grace, and Happineſs of Gop's Children, appears 
in the Story. For when the powerful Words of 
our bleſſed Saviour, had infinuated into the Secrets 
of his Soul, and ſtruck at his ſweet Sin of Cove- 
touſneſs, the young Man is preſently caſt into a 
Fit of Melancholy. CGhri/t is too preciſe a Preach+ 
er for him, he cannot digeſt ſuch a ſtrict Courſe: 
He will not abandon his Vleaſures, his Palaces, his 
Poſſeſſions, to follow Chrift the LoxD of Heaven 
and Earth in this Life, though he aſſure him of 


che rich Treaſures of eternal Bleſſedneſs in the 


Life to come. ¶ ben the young Man heard that 
Saying, he went away ſorrowful : For he had great 


| Poſſefions. Whereby we may ſee, that a Man 


may be civilly honeſt and uncenſurable in outward 
Works of Juſtice, and yet nouriſh ſome cloſe Cor- 
ruptions, and ſweet Sin in his Heart, from which 
rather then he will part, he will loſe his Part in 

. _ Chrijft, 
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Chrift, the bottomleſs Fountain of endleſs Joys 
and Comforts, and his Portion of unvaluable Glo- 
ry in the New Tersſalem. 


Tuis Point being thus manifeſt, for Concluſion 
I will lay down certain Differences, betwixt the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith and Sanctification, and the 
Righteouſneſs of civil Honegfty; that a Man may 
have ſome Directions to examine his Soul and 
Conſcience in this Reſpect. | 


FirsT, the Fountain and Original of the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Faith, is the ſanctifying Spirit of Gop, 
But the Fountain of civil Honeſty, may be Good- 
neſs of Conſtitution, whereby a Man may not be 
ſo apt to notorious Sins, or Want of Trials and 
Provocations, or Fear of Laws and temporal Pu- 
niſhments, or Deſire of Reputation, or a vain 
Hope to ſtay Gop's Judgments for inward Cor- 
ruptions, or at beſt, the reſtraining Spirit of Gop; 
by which He doth repreſs the Furies and Out-ra- 
ges of the Wicked, and reduce them to ſome Mo- 

e 


ration. 


SECONDLY, the Righteouſneſs of civil Honeſty, 
in outward Actions, may make a colourable Pre- 
tence of Piety and Uprightneſs; but indeed hath 
many ſecret Relations to Pleaſures, to Friends, to 
Profits, to Revenge, to Paſſions, and ſuch like; 
not eaſily diſcernable, but by Him, whoſe Eyes are 
ten Thouſand Times bigger than the Sun. But 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith hath in all Actions, for 
the principal End, the Glory of Gop. And if In- 
 firmuty do ſometimes diftain them with ſome Mix- 
ture, (for who can ſay, My Heart is clean?) it 
works in the faithful Soul much Sorrow, Striving 
againſt, Repentance and Humiliation. 
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Tun x, civil Honeſty makes no great Con- 
ſcience of ſmaller Sins; as Lying, Gaming, Jeſt- 
ing, Idleneſs, Paſtime on the Sabbath-Day. But 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith having a ſenſible Feel- 
ing of the heavy Weight of Sin, from thoſe' An- 

iſhes which the Conſcience felt before the Effa- 

n of Faith; and being ſtill ſtung with a Check 
and Smart for all Kind of Trangreflions, doth-ſea- 
ſonably and proportionably hate and make Reſiſt- 
ance to all known Sins. 


FovuRTHLY, civil Honeſty doth not uſe to 
make Oppoſition againſt the Sins of the Time, 
but is even willing to be carried with the Stream; 
only upon fairer Terms, than notorious Sinful- 
neſs; and therefore will go and encourage a Man 
in Godly Caurſes, until he meet with, either a Diſ- 
grace to his Perſon, a Diſturbance to his Pleaſures, 
an Imputation to his Forwardnels, a Stop to his 
Preferments, Loſs of Friends, or any ſuch Croſs 
and Diſco ent; and then it teacheth him to 
ſtep back, as a Man ready to tread upon a Ser- 
pent, and to ſtart aſide like a broken Bow]. But 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith doth ſtand out for the 
Honour of Gop, come what can; Croſſes or Ca- 
lumniations, good Report or evil Report, Men or 
Devils, For it is compleatly armed with Canh- 
dence of future Happineſs, and hath fix'd the Eye 
upon the Crown of Immortality; which if Heaven 
and Earth conſpired, they were not able to pull it 
out of his Hand, that reſerves it in the Heavens, 
for all thoſe that fight a good Fight, that keep the 
ith Conſtancy the Race of Sancti- 


oe 


Tux next Point of the negative Part of my 
Doctrine, is, Formal Hypocriſy. Which that you 
may more clearly underſtand, conſider with me 

OL, VII. 8 three 
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three Kinds of Hypocriſy: Privy Hypocriſy, Gro 
Hypocriſy, Formal Hypocriſy. 


Pervy Hypocriſy is that, by which a Man makes 
 Profeſfion of more than is in his Heart. And this 
ſometimes doth mix itſelf, even with the moſt ſanc- 
tified Actions of God's deareſt Children; and doth 
ſooneſt inſinuate into a Heart ſtored with the rich 
Treaſures of true Godlineſs. For Satan, if he can- 
not detain a Man's Soul in notorious Sinfulneſs, 
in meer civil Honeſty, or F ormality, but that 
the facred inſpirations of Gop's good Spirit, it is 
pulled out of the Mouth of Hell, from the Slavery 
of Sin, into the glorious Light and Liberty of 
Chri/Ps Kingdom; he is enrag'd with implacable 
Fury, and doth with eager Purſuit perſecute that 
Soul, both by his own Malice, and by the eruel 
Agency of prophane Men. And it he cannot pro- 
cure à Relapſe into groſs Sins; yet that he may in 
tome Meaſure work the Diſhonour of Gov, he 
doth labour to diſtain the pure Streams of Divine 
Grace, in the foul Puddle of our — Nature; 
and at laſt to faſten the Spots of Privy H iſy 
upon the beſt Actions. This Hypocriſy ariſeth from 
ſpiritual Pride. For when a godly Man, by the 
Work of Regeneration, is become more excel- 
lent, than his Neighbour; (as indeed he incompara- 
bly is, howſoever the World's Eſtimation be other- 
wiſe: Becauſe the one is, as yet, a Limb of Satan, 
receiving from him the curſed Influence of foul 
Pollutions. The other is already a blefſed Member 
of Chriſt's myſtical Body, continually infpir'd with 
holy Motions and the Life of Grace): and per- 
ceives this great Difference, he is filled with j 
ful Admiration of his own Happineſs; which Satan 
ſeeing, Jour is perfectly experienced in all Advan- 
tages and Opportunities for ſpiritual Aſſaults, and 
working upon the Relicks of Man's proud my 
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doth cunningly draw him to advance above that 
which is meet, in his own Opinion, the worth of 
his on Graces and Virtues, Which that he may 
preſent to the View of the World, with an Excel- 
lency proportionable to his own overweaning Con- 
ceit, he is forced to admit the ſecret and inſenſible 
Poiſon of Privy Hypocriſy ; which at fuſt he doth 
more eaſily entertain, becauſe the Bitterneſs thereot 
is not diſcernable, by Reaſon of the Predominancy 
and Sweetneſs of the freſh preſent Graces of God's 
Spirit in his Soul. But when by Afflictions or Dii- 
graces, by ſome extraordinary 2 or grad 
ticular Checks from the Miniir of the Word, the 

Uglineſs of it is diſcover'd to his Conſcience; he 
forever abhors it, as a conſuming Canker, that 
would fret out the very Heart of Grace; and there- 
fore with much Humiliation and Fervency doth 


pray againſt it, ſtrive againſt it, and, — 
cies of Gon, ail again ut. b 


Tuts in belongs not to m pre- 
ſent Purpoſe; only by the Way, let — 
vertiſement to the Child of Gon (for to him only 
I ſpeak in this Point, to the End he may keep his 
Heart unblameable in — and preſerve the 
true Reliſh and ſound Joy of Actions entire, 
and undiſtemper d) that he would ftrongly fence 
his Heart with ed Humility, — privy 
Pride, the Mother ot this Hypocriſy, a 


cloſe undermining, and dangerous — 


Tun ſecond Kind is, groſs Hypocriſy; by which 
a Man profeſſeth that which is not in his Heart at 


all, and fo deceives others, but not his own Heart. 
er this is moſt properly Hypocriſy: For the Greet 

Tronic, fignifieth a Stage - Player; who 
N eee and Majeſty of a 


Prince; or the Gravity * Wiſdom of a * 
or. 
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lor. Sometimes he repreſenteth a chaſt and modeſt 
Lover. Sometimes he aſſumeth a and honeſt 
Vocation. Even ſuch is the groſs Hypocrite upon 
the Stage of this World, a very painted Sepulchre, 
and whited Wall; glorious indeed in outward Fa- 
ſhions, to the Eye of the World; but if it were 
ble for a Man to make an exact Enquiry into 
the cloſe, hidden Paſſages of his Heart, under the 
Veil of his outward Religiouſneſs, he ſhould ſee a 
perfect Anatomy of the infinite and deceitful Cor- 
ruptions of the Heart of Man, and many plauſible 
politick Convevances to blear the Eyesof the World; 
howſoever, wretched Man, upon bis own hilly and 
ſorlorn Soul he certainly draws an exceeding Weight 
of Vengeance. This Kind of Hypocrite is more 
miſerable, and of leſs Hope than the open Sinner. 


Good Lo, it is ſtrange and fearful, that ſo 
excellent a Creature as Man, endued with Rea- 
ſon and Underſtanding, like an Angel of Gop; 
having thoſe great and univerſal Motives, the Im- 
— of the Soul, the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
the Joys of the Kingdom of Heaven, the endlets 
Pains of the Wicked, which (except he be a damn'd 
Atheiſt) he doth certainly believe; and whereas he 
might live on Earth with unconquerable Comfort, 
and ſhine hereafter as the Brightneſs of the Firma- 
ment; be a Companion of Saints and Angels, and 
ſtand in the glorious Preſence of the higheſt Majc- 
{ty forever and ever: Yet for all this, will even wil 
tully againſt the Light of his Conſcience, and with 
the certain Knowledge of his Heart, by. his grols 
Hypocriſy, ſecret Abominations and Uncleanneſs, 
privy. Practices for ſome wretched Pleaſures, make 
himſelf in the Eyes of Gop (howſoever he deceive 
Men) a-very incarnate Devil upon Earth; and af- 
ter this Life, juſtly heap upon his Body and __ 
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all the Horrors and Deſpairs, Tortures and Plagues, 
which a created Nature is capable If 


Tux third Kind is, formal Hypocriſy, by which 
2 Man doth not only deceive others with a Shew 
of Piety, but alſo his own Heart, with a falſe Per- 
ſwaſion, that he is in a happy State, when in Truth 
his Soul was never yet ſeaſoned with the Power of 
Religion. And I beſeech you, mark me in this 
Point. It is of great Conſequence to every one 
for a found Trial of the State of his Conſcience, 
whether he yet live the Life of Gop, and ftand in 
the State of Grace, or lie enthralled in the Slavery 
of Sin and Satan. For herein T muſt tell you, 
how far a Man wy proceed in outward Profeſſion 
of the Truth, in ſupernatural Decreaſe of Sinful- 
nefs, in ſome Kinds and Meaſure of inward Graces, 
and yet come ſhort of true Happineſs. ' 


For Explication of this Point, conceive with 
me thoſe Perſections which may befall a Man, as 


yet unregenerate, and in the State of Damnation. 


Wr may ſuppoſe in him, firſt, all thoſe Gifts 
which the Poſſibility of Nature can confer” upon 
him, all Ornaments of Arts and Knowledge, of 
Wiſdom and Policy; not only that which is pur- 
thaſed by Experience, Obſervation, and Employ- 
ment in Points of State; but alſo the Spirit of Go- 


yernment, as Saul had: To theſe we may add 


Gentlenefs, and Fairneſs of Conditions, an Exact- 


nefs of civil Honeſty, moral Juſtice, and an Im- 


munity from groſs Sins. And thus far the Hea- 
thens may go. But in theſe Times of Chriſtianity, 
a Reprobate may go further far than the moſt inno- 
cent Heathen, that ever ved could: Though ſome 


bf them were admirable. for their mild and merci- 


ful Diſpoſition, ſome for their virtuous Bevexity, 
A71 9 S 3 ſome 
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ſome for Integrity of Life, ſome for Conſtancy in 
Goodneſs. For to all theſe he may add, a Proſeſ- 
ſion of the Goſpel, a Performance of all Outward 
Duties and Exerciſes of Religion, many Works of 
Charity, and Monuments of his rich Magnificence. 
Nay, beſides all this, he may be made a Partaker 
of tome Meaſure of inward Illumination, of a Sha- 
ow of true Regeneration; there being no Grace 
effectual wrought in the Faithful, whereof a Re- 
ſemblance may not be found in the Unregenerate. 
This laſt Point will moſt clearly appear unto you 
out of the Eighth of Lutte. j 


Iv the Eighth of Zuke, the Hearer reſembled 
unto the ſtony Ground, is the formal Hypocrite; 
who there is ſaid to believe for a Lime, and there; 
fore by the inward, tho' inferiour working, of the 
Spirit, may have Faith begot in him. In which 
Faith we may conſider theſe Degrees. | 


Firxs7, He may be endued with Underſtanding 
and Knowledge in the Word of Gop. 2 


2. He may perſwaded that it is divinely in- 
fpircd, and it is molt true. SI 


3- He may ſee clearly by the Law of Gon, the 


Intolerableneſs of his Sins, and the heavy J udg- 
ments due unto them. 


4. Hz may be amazed and terrified with fearful 
Horror and Remorſe of Conſcience for his Sins. 


5. He may give Aſſent unto the Covenant of 
Grace in Chri/?, as moſt certain and ſure; and 
= conceive, that Chris Merits are of an inva- 
luable Price, and a molt precious Reſtorative to a 
languiſhing Soul. 
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6. Hs may be perſwaded in a general M 
that the Loxp will make good his Covenant 
Grace unto the Members of his Church ; and that 
He will plentifully- perform all the Promiſes. of 
n upon bis Children. 


7. Ax from this Faith may ſpring ſome Kind 
and Meaſure of Hope, Love, 8 and other 
Graces. It is faid in the Evangeliſts, that, that 
Hearer (which we call the formal Hypocrite) re- 
ccives the Word of Joy; whence may be gather'd: 


FixsT, That with Willingneſs and Chearful- 
nels, he may ſubmit himſelf to the Miniſtry of os. 


211, 


Word. 


2. WiTH Forwardaeſs and Joyſulneſs he may 
follow and frequent Sermons, 


3. W1TH a Diſcourſe of the Sufferings of Chri/t, 
he may be moved even unto Tears, 2 ſo glori- 
ous and infinite Innocency ſhould be vex'd with all 
Manner of Torments, for the Impieties of ſinful 


Men. G 


4. He may love and reverence, give Counte- 
nance and Patronage to the Miniſters, whom he 
hears with Gladneſs. 


5. Ht may eſteem the Negligent, or no Hearers 
of the Word of Gop, as prophane and of ſeared 
Conſciences. | 


6. Tus Word of Gon, by this temporary Faith 
and other Graces, may work fuch a Change in him 


as is called The unclean Spirits goi 7 out of a Man, 


Matt. xii. 43- A Flying from the 445 of the. 
Hani, 2 Pet. ii. 20. ; Waſhing. 2 Pet. ii. 12. 


AND 
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And may have ſuch Power upon him, that he may 
do many Things gladly. | : | 


Nax, and beſides all theſe, that which nails 
him faſt unto Formality, and makes him with 
Content walk in a Courſe of outward Profeſſion, 
is a Perſuaſion that he is already in the Way of 
Life, when as yet he never entred it. For in- 
deed he may be perſuaded (though from miſtaken 
Grounds) that he is rich in heavenly Things, and 
hath Need of Nothing; and that he is already poſ- 
ſciled of the Kingdom of Grace, and intitled to 
the * of Glory; and yet be moſt wretched 
and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 
His State in this Caſe being not unlike the Dream 
of a poor or hungry Man, which in his Sleep fill- 
eth himſelf with Variety of Dainties, and when he 
awaketh, behold, he 1s faint, his Soul Jongeth, 
and he embraceth nothing but Emptineſs and Air; 

ca, and beſides, the very imaginary Fruition of 

is ſuppoſed Happineſs, when he is awaked, dou- 
bles the Senſe of his Neceſſities. Even fo the for- 
mal Hypocrite in this Life dreams much of Com- 
fort to come, makes ſure of Heaven, thinks'him- 
ſelf the only Man, and his Form of Godlingſi, the 
only true State of Salvation. Whatſoever is ſhort 
of him, is Prophaneneſs ; whatſoever is above him, 
is Preciſeneſs. But when upon his Death-bed he 
awaketh, and hath his particular Sins revealed un- 
to him, inſtead of catching a Crown of . 
which he hath vainly poſſeſt in his Security, he 
graſpeth nothing but Fear and Amazement, An- 
Pan and Sorrow. Vea, and now his former falſe 

erſuaſion of this happy State enlargeth the Gulph 
of his Deſpair, and makes him more ſenſible of his 
preſent and expected Miſeries. e 
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Gir me Leave, I beſeech you, to enlarge this 
Point and to acquaint you with ſome Reaſons of 
this Perſuaſion. For a falſe Perſuaſion of already 
being in the State of Grace, is a Bar that keeps 
Thouſands from the State of Grace indeed. | 


THE good Spirit of Gop (you know) doth 
perſuade every regenerate Man by a ſweet and ſi- 
lent Inſpiration, and out of a Conſideration of an 
univerſal-Change in all the Powers and Parts of his 
Soul and Body, and Calling, that he is moſt cer - 
tainly in the State of Grace. Whence ſpring per- 
petually Rivers of unſpeakable Comfort, that moſt 
then refreſh his Soul, when he is neareſt to be o- 
verwhelmed of the main Ocean of the World's 
Bitterneſs and Preſſures. | 


In. a lying Reſemblance to this ſacred Work of 
the holy Ghoſt in the Hearts of Gop's Children, 
Satan, leſt he be wanting to his, puts on the Glo- 
ry of an Angel of Light; and inſinuateth into the 
Imagination of the formal Hypocrite ſome Flaſhes 
of Comfort and Conceit, that he is in a State of 
Grace, and ſhall be ſaved. Wbence iſſues a 
curſed Security, a Slumber of Conſcience, an Im- 

tiency of having his Formality cenſured, a Neg- 

of a more ſound Search into. the State of his 
Soul. For Satan, (in his elical Form) tells 
him, that more Strictneſs and Purity is but only a 
proud Hypocriſy and Pretence of ſuch as affect a 
ranſcendency above the ordinary Degrees of Ho- 
lineſs; and bids him take Heed of being too bu 
and pragmatical in taking Notice of every ſma 
Corruption and Infirmity. And.howſoever (faith 
Satan) ſome Preachers of preciſe Humour, out of 
their cenſorious n 6 breath out nothing a 
gainſt thee but Fire and Brimſtone, yet do not take 
theſe "Things to Heart. Thus thus wily Serpens - 


Cries 
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cries, Peace, Peace; when (Gop knows) there is 
no Peace. The Conſcience indeed may be aflecy 
for a While, like a fierce wild Beaſt gathering Vi- 
gour, that being awaked by the Hand of Gop, at 
the Approach of Sickneſs or Death, may more 
implacably rend, devour and torment for ever. 


Bur I come to the Grounds of this Perſuaſion, 
I told you before, that the Spirit of God aſſures 
his Children, that they are in the State of _ 
out of a Conſideration of an univerſal Sinceri 
all their Ways. But Satan for his Children th 
thee Reaſons, which I conceive to be ſuch as 


F IR or, the formal Hypocrite i is confirmed, that 
his State is good, when he compares himſelf with 
thoſe which are more ſinful; as Murderers, Adul- 
terers, Drunkards, Prophaners of the Sabbath, 
Swearers, and Liars. But if (befides the Diſclaim- 
ing theſe) his Conſcience be able to inform him of 
his Honeſty, external Goodneſs, and Works of 
Charity, then the Matter is put out of all Contro- 
verſy. You may ſee his Pifture in the 18th of 
Lale Gor, I thank Thee, that I am not as other 
Men are, Extortioners, Unjuft, Adulterers, or as 
this Publican: There is his Exemption from com · 
mon Prophaneneſs. 1 feof jt twice in the Week, 1 
give Ticker of all thir poſſeſs: There is his out- 
ward Goodneſs and religious Solemnities. But 
you muſt not conceive x the formal Hypocrite 
doth proclaim this in publick, with ſuch palpable 
Offtentation : Nay, (perhaps) when it ariſeth, he 
lets it not reſt long in his own Thoughts, leſt by 
this Vanity his Virtues loſe their Grace, and he 


his Comfort. But certain it is, a Conſciouſneſs of 
his being free from impious Impieties, of his mo- 


W Performance of outward and ſome 
an 


inward Duties of Religion, in ſome Meaſure, is 
one of the beſt Grounds he hath for his Aﬀurance 
of being in a State of Salvation. 


Tur ſecond Reaſon whereby the formal Hypo- 
crite is moved to think his State to be good, and 
the Way of his Life to be right, is a Prejudice 
which he conceives from the Imputations which 
the World layeth upon the Children of Gop: 
Such as Pride, Hypocriſy, Singularity, Melan- 
choly, and the like. But before I deſcend to theſe 
Particulars, give me Leave to purpoſe unto you 
the Fountain and Ground of them, which I take 
to be that great and eternal Oppoſition which 1s 
naturally betwixt Light and Darkneſs; the Life of 
Grace, and a Death in Sin; the Children of Gop, 
and the Wicked. Gop's Children, you know, in 
this World live as Sheep among Wolves: In the 
ſtormy Times of the Church, their Perſecutors are 
indeed Wolves in the Evening, for their inſatiable 
Cruelty, and unquenchable Thirſt, in drinking up 
the Blood of the Saints: And in the Haleyon Days 
and faireſt Times of the Church, yet they have 
thoſe which will be Pricks in their Eyes, and 
Thorns'in their Sides. If they cannot vex them 
in a higher Degree, yet they will be ſure to lay on 
Load with itte, Diſgraces, Slanders, and 
lying Imputations. And their Hatred is of that 

ge Nature, that it is diſcharged even againſt 
the Goodneſs of the Godly, their Zeal, their For- 
wardneſs in Religion, their Faithfulneſs in their 
Calling, and the Fke, as againſt its proper Object. 
Lou fee then the Fountain both of the greater 
Floods of bloody Perſecutions, and the leſſer 
Streams of inferior Vexations, as Slanders, Rai 


whereof now lct us come: 
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ings, and falſe Imputations. To ſome Particulars ; 
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Fist, Pride. It is moſt certain that Pride 
truly fo called, is the moſt peſtilent Oppoſite that 
Grace hath: And Satan knows out of his own Ex. 
perience, how to manage it with notable Cunning; 
and he follows this Weapon with ſuch Eagerneſ; 
and Confidence, that after it is broken upon the 
Shield of Faith, yet he labours with Might and 
Main to faſten ſome Splinter or other, even in the 
Soul humbled for Sin. But I appeal unto the Con- 
ſciences of the Children of Gop, whether many 
Times the World doth not interpret that to be 
Pride in their Actions and Carriage, which is no- 
thing elſe but a Freedom of Spirit, ariſing from a 
Conſciouſneſs of their Innocency, whereby they 
are inabled to ſtand with e againſt the Sins 
of the Time, to follow good uſes with Bold- 
with. Reſolution to defend a known and war- 
rantable. Truth, and to prefer the Salvation of their 
Souls, before the Gaining of the whole World. 


; SECONDLY, Hypocriſy is _ the 


World laid to the Charge of the 
The Cauſes I conceive to be two: 


Tux firſt may be Suſpiciouſneſs. I know there 
is a godly Jealouſy, but I mean that Suſpicion, by 
which a Man caſts the Worth, Actions and Aﬀec- 
tions of another in his own Mould, and thinks e- 
very Man, obnoxious to all the Infirmities he finds 
in himſelf. Hence it is, that he which is truly an 
Hypocrite, and never paſſed the Perfection of the 
Phariſee, moſt confidently brands the Child of Gop 
with that Name: Hoping thereby to give ſome Sa- 
tisfaction to his own Thoughts, that would 

reſt in Formality; and notice to the World, that 
how ſoever there may be Pretences, yet indeed 
chere is none better than himfelf. 
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THE ſecond Cauſe is Difability, and Blindneſs 
in the natural Man, of diſcerning the Operations 
of Grace. For let a Man be otherwiſe never ſo 
eminently qualified; yet without the Experience 
of the Power of Godlineſs upon his own Soul, he 
cannot ſee, he will not be perſwaded of the AQtions 
of Grace in another Man; and therefore interprets 
them to be nothing but Hypocriſy, to gain an Opi- 
nion of. more than ordinary Picty. | 


THIRDLY, The formal Hypocrite doth ſettle 
himſelf with more Reſoluteneſs ; in his Opinion of 
being in a State of Grace, when he ſees the World. 
account the Children of Gop but a Company of 
Fellows, who, out of a proud Singularity, divide 
themſelves from the common Faſhions and Cuſ- 
toms of the World; not conſidering, that if ever 
he means to ſave his Soul, he muſt be ſingular too 
in Holineſs. | 


TH1s Note of Singularity, hath in all Ages been 
imputed to thoſe, that with a good Conſcience have 
laboured to keep themſelves blameleſs and pure in 
the Midſt of a — Generation. Behold (faith 
[/aiah, chap. viii. ver. 18.) I and the Children whom- 
the LORD hath given me, are as Signs and Wonders: 
in Iſrael. It had been no Wonder, had they been 
only. as Signs and Wonders amongſt the Enemies 
of (50D, and Nations of Uncircumciſion; but that 
they ſhould be Signs and Wonders in Jae Gop 
had choſen him but one little Vineya 47 amo 3 
the ſpacious Foreſts of the Earth; — of the 
of all the Kingdoms of the World He had choſe 
Him but one Handful of People; and yet in that 
Vineyard, his faithful Ones are but as the Berries 
after the Shaking of an Olive-Tree, two or three in 
the Top of the utmoſt Boughs, and four or five 
in — high Branches. In Nas little People, bis 

Vor. VII. T Chil- 
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Children are but as the firſt Fruits: So that even in 
Ifrael, they are become as Monſters and Spectacles 
of Amazement. So it is indeed, that a Man drawn 
out of the Darkneſs of this World, is like a Star 
new-created in the Sky, that draws all the World 
to gaze upon it. Nay, and he draws not only the 
Eyes of Men upon him, but is an Eye- ſore unto 
them. For thus ſpeak the Wicked of the Righte- 
ous Man: 7/4. ii. 15, 16. It grieveth us alſo to 
look upon him, for his Life is not like other Men's: 
His Ways are of another Faſhion. He counteth us 
as Baſtardi, and he withiraweth himſelf from our 
Ways as from Filthineſs. 


FouRTHLy, The formal Hypocrite is well pleaſ- 
ed with his preſent State, and very unwilling to go 
farther; becauſe it is —_ thought, that the 
State of a true Chriſtian, is a Life full of Uncom- 
fortableneſs, Aufterity, and Sadneſs. The Heart 
of Man is naturally greedy of Joy, and is either 
weakly or —_ refreſhed, according to the Va- 
nity or Soundneſs of the Comfort in which it re- 
poſeth, but it muſt either enjoy it in ſome Kind, 
or it will conſume itſelf. Hence it is, that thoſe 
who want ſpiritual Joy, ariſing from the Teſti- 
mony of a good Conſcience, from an Aſſurance 
of Remiſſion of Sins and the Favour of Gop, hunt 
after worldly Contentments. At home in their 
_ own Hearts they find little Comfort, and therefore 
they ſeek to refreſh themſelves amid their Trea- 
ſures, Honours and Sports, at Plays, in "Taverns 
with merry Company, and many other miſerable 
Comforters; nay, they had rather be neceſfarily 
employ'd than ſolitary, not ſo much to avoid Idle- 
neſs, as Bitings of Conſcience. Yea, ſome had 
rather ceaſe to be Men, than that their Conſciences 
ſhould awake upon them; and therefore they la- 
bour to keep it aſleep, and to drown Sorrow for 
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Sin, with pouring in of ſtrong Drink. But let 
them look to it, though it ge down pleaſantly; yet 
ſecretly it ſharpens the Sting of the Worm thac 
never dies. In the End (faith Salomon) it will bite 
like a Serpent, and hurt like a Cackatrice. 


BEcAvsE the Children of Gop do not purſue 
this worldly Joy, they are all eſteem'd melancholy 
Men. But I marvel when, or with what Eyes the 
Worldlings look upon the faithful Chriſtian! It 
may be, while he is yet in the Travel of his New- 
Birth, and humbled under the mighty Hand of 
Gop. If fo, then they ſhould know, that theſe 
Men muſt mourn for their Sins, as one that mourn- 
eth for his only Son; and be ſorry for them, as one 
is ſorry for the Death of his Firſt-born. There 
muſt be in Him a great Mourning, as the Mourn- 
ing of Hodadrimen, in the Valley of Aiegidde. 
And this Sorrow is a bleſſed Sorrow, for it brin 
forth Immortality. And either themſelves m 
have a Part in it, or they ſhall never be made Par- 
ukers of the Fulne of Joy at God's Right 


Bur it may be the Worldlings take Notice, even 
of the beſt State of the Child of God, and yet can 
" nothing therein but — _ 

t then I muſt tell them, they look only upon 
him with carnal Eyes, and . 8 If 
they were able, with enlighten'd Eyes, to pierce 
into the inward Parts of God's Child, they ſhould 
ſee within, Hope already feaſting upon the Joys of 
Eternity: They ſhould ſee Faith holding faſt the 


Writings, by which the Kingdom of Heaven is 
convey'd unto his Soul, ſealed with the precious 
Blood of the Son of Gop. They ſhould ſee the 
white Stone, mention'd in the Revelation,. wherein 
there is a new Name written, which no Man 
. SY knoweth 
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knoweth, ſaving he that recciveth it. Whence 
ſpringeth ſuch a ſtrong Comfort, in the Affairs of 
Heaven, that no Sword of the Tyrant, no Flame 
of Cruelty, nor the Combination of Heaven and 
Earth ſhall ever be able to amaze, abate, or ex- 
tinguiſh. 


I come now to the third Reaſon, whereby the 
formal Hypocrite doth falſly perſwade himſelf to be 
in the State of true Happineſs; and that is outward 
Succeſs in worldly Matters, much Plenty and Prof- 
perity. But let him, that thus concludes the Hap- 
pineſs of his Soul from his worldly Proſperity, 
know and conſider, that as the End and Reward 

of the Godly and Wicked, is different in Place and 
Nature; (the one being the higheſt Heavens, and 
the higheſt Advancement of the Soul, to the Ful- 
neſs of Glory and Bliſs; the other the loweſt Hel), 
and the very Extremity of the greateſt Miſeries and 
Vexations): So Experience of all Times teacheth 
us, that there is uſually a contrary Manner of Pat- 
ſage to theſe Ends. | | 


Tux Wicked eaſily run up all the golden Steps 
of Honours and Preferments; but upon the higheſt 
Stair they find the moſt ſlippery — and the 
Top of their earthly Felicity is the moſt immedi- 
ate Downfall. They are royally mounted here on 
Earth, and gallop ſwiftly over the fair Plains of 
Plenty and Pleaſures; but at the End of their Race, 
they are overturn'd Horſe and Man, and tumbled 
Headlong into the Pit of Deſtruction. They fairly 
glide over the Sea of this World with full Sail, with 
much Calmneſs and Serenity; but in the brighteſt 
Sun - ſhine, and when they leaſt ſuſpect it, — ſud- 
:denly, and without Recovery, ſink into the Gulph 
of Darkneſs and Deſolation, 
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Bur it is otherwiſe with the Children of Gon, 
for they many Times, in this their Pilgrimage, 
ſtick faſt in the miry Clay of Poverty and Con- 
tempt; they have Perſecutors which are fwifter than 
the Eagles of Heaven, who purſue and hunt them 
upon the Mountains, and lurk for them in the 
Wilderneſs, as thoſe that lie in Wait for Blood. 
And beſides the Vexations from the World, the 
immediate Malice of Hell raiſeth many T 
of Temptation againſt them, and ſometimes all the 
Waves and Floods of Gob Himſelf go over their 
Heads. This is the Way of God's Children in 
this World; but Joy comes in the Morning: Their 
End is Peace, their Reward is as a bright Morn- 
ing-Star, their Haven is endleſs Happinels, and Life 


THe fourth Reaſon, whereby the formal Hypo- 
crite doth perſwade himſelf to be in the State of 
Salvation, is, a Miſconceit of Gop's Juſtice, and 
a Racking of his Mercy beyond his Truth and 
Promiſe; ſo making the Way to Heaven broader 
than the Scripture hath made it, and himſelf more 
bleſled than he is indeed. Man's Heart is naturally 
empoiſon'd with Pride and Hypocriſy, and there- 
fore is hardly drawn heartily to acknowledge the 
horrible Uglineſs of his Sin; or that Gop, proceed- 
ing againſt it with ſuch Weight of Vengeance, is 
equal. Hence comes much Indulgence, and par- 
tial Cenſuring of our own Sins, transferring them 
upon Allurements, Occaſions, Circumſtances, Ne- 
ceſſity, and the like; much Leſſening and Impair- 
ing God's Juſtice, but Amplifying his Mercies, 
even to the Securing of unwarrantable Courſes. 
Adam, immediately after the Fall, ſhiſteth off his 
din upon his Wife; nay, he is fo blind in ſpiritual 
Judgment of divine Purity, that rather than he 
will cry Guilty, he will faſten the Fault by Con- 


1 ſequent 
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ſequent upon Gop Himſelf: The Woman (faith he) 
which Thon gaveſt to be with me, ſbe gave me of the 
Tree, and I did eat. So gladly would ſenſual Men 
perſwade themſelves, that either their Sins deſerve 
not ſo ſtrict Account, or that Gop doth exerciſe 
too much Rigour in inflicting them. 


Bur I would have theſe Men know, that tho 
the Sea of Gop's Mercy be bottomleſs, tho' the 
Promiſes of Grace be many and precious; yet not 
one Drop of all that great Sea, not one Jot of all 
thoſe gracious Promiſes, belongs to any, ſave only 
unto. him, that groans and fighs under the heavy 
Weight and Burden of his Sins ; that is of a broken 
and contrite Heart, that trembles at his Word, 
that undiſſembledly forrows and repents of all his 
Sins, forſakes them, and reſigns up himſelf in holy 
Obedience to all his Commandments. I would 
have them know, that He is infinitely juſt, as He 
is infinitely merciful; and will as certainly pour 
all the Plagues and Curſes in his Book upon the 
impenitent Sinner, as He will perform all his Pro- 
miles to the faithful Chriſtian. 


Tux fifth Reaſon whereby the formal Hypo- 
crite is kept ſhort of the State of Grace, may be 
this. When by ſome good Motion of Gop's Spi- 
rit, ſtirred up in him by the Preaching of the 
Word, he begins to ſet himſelf to a faithful Courſe 
of true Holineſs, he preſently meets with ſtrong 
Oppoſition by his own inward Corruptions, by 
"Temptations of Satan, and Vexations from the 
World; which he perceiving, perſuades himſelf, 
that the Paſſage to Grace is not ſo rough and boi- 
ſterous; and therefore retires and repoſeth himſelf 
-upon his formal Chriſtianity, as the beſt State he 
ſees any Poſſibility of attaining unto. But if he 
-will fave his Soul, he muſt acknowledge and -_ 
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by his own Experience the Truth of that Saying 
of Iſa. lix. 15. He that refraineth from Evil, mak- 
eth — a Prey. For what Child of Go is 

y converted, who at the very firſt Step 
out of the World, met not with many Croſſes 
and Diſcouragements? He knows, and may re- 
member full well, whoſoever he be, how his own 
Fleſh fretted when it felt itſelf curb'd by the Law 
of the Spirit; how by making Conſcience of Sin, 
he laid himſelf open to the Advantages, Wrongs 
and Inſults of his Enemies; how the Companions 
of his former Lewdneſs and Iniquity 'railed and 
raged againſt him. And Satan, that he may give 
Vigour to all theſe Vexations, buſily beſtirs him- 
ſelf to hinder our Converſion. © While a Priſoner 
lies in a Dungeon faſt in Fetters, the Jailor is 
quiet and ſecure; but if he once knock off his 
Bolts, break the Priſon and eſcape, there is pre- 
ſently a tumultuous Clamour in the Houſe, and 
the Country is raiſed: Even ſo while we lie quiet- 
ly in Sin, under the Chains of eternal Death, he 
neither diſquiets himſelf nor us: But if by the 
Mercies of Gop we be once enlarged; and ſet 
Foot into the Liberty and Light of Grace ; then 
all the Powers of Hell are preſently in Arms, and 
with much Fury the Inſtruments of Darkneſs are 
{ct on Foot to regain. us into his Kingdom. N 


Tuus I have laid open unto you the State of 
formal Hypocriſy : In which may concur Immu: 
nity from notorious Sins, all natural and moral 
Perfections, admirable Variety of Learning, Poli- 
cy, and all other acquired Ornaments of the 
Mind: An outward Performance of all Duties of 
Religion, ſome Meaſure of inward Illumination, 
Reſemblance and Shadow of the whole Body of 
true Regeneration, and a Perſuaſion of being in a 
State of Grace. Even thus far a Man may go in 


the 
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the Profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion, and yet be a 
Stranger to the Power of Faith, and the Life of 
Godlineſs. I now come by Reaſons and Argu- 
ments to diſable it from challenging any Intereſt 
in the true Happineſs of Man. And to prove, 
that a Performance of outward Duties of Religion, 
without the Power of Grace upon the Soul, and 
an univerſal Sanctification in all the Facultics 
thereof, cannot produce any ſound Comfort in the 
Heart, or Acceptance with Gop, there needs on- 
ly that Principle received with all Divines. One 
evil Circumſtance maketh an Action evil: But the 
Goodneſs of all Circumſtances is required to make 
a Work acceptable to Gop : The End muſt be 
Good; the Action itſelf juſt and warrantable; the 
Means lawful, the Heart ſincere and ſanCtifed. 
If this laſt be wanting eſpecially, though otherwiſe 
it be never fo glorious, of never ſo goodly a Shew 
to the Eyes of the World; yet it is not only mar- 
red, but odious and abominable in the Sight of 
Gon. For beſides the outward Performances, 
Cop requires Sincerity of Heart, and Truth in 
the inward Parts, to make them gracious and ac- 
ceptable. And howſoever otherwiſe we may pur- 
chaſe a Name amongſt Men, Proſperity in the 
World, ſome leſs Torments in Hell, procure 
Good unto others; yet except they proceed from 
a Faith unfeigned, and a pure Conſcience, to the 
Chriſtians themſelves, in Reſpect of heavenly Hap- 
pineis, they are fruitleſs and unprofitable. 


Lex this then be the Concluſion of this Point: 
Though a Man were a moral Saint, abſolute in all 
other Perfections; yet without the inward Power 
of Grace to give them Life, he is but a Spectacle 
of Commiſeration to Angels, and to Men. As a 
cunning Organiſt, ſkilful in the outward Touch 

of his Inſtrument, yet without Wind inſpired can- 
Þ 4 not 


a 6 7 


GL OaOwanoit os oi Aa: @© a 0 AQ 0 


. 


abominable in the Sight of Gov. 


Of True HaePiness. 225 


not poſſibly ſtrike the Ear, or pleaſe the Heart 
with any melodious Noiſe; ſo though his Actions 


be flouriſhed over with a fair Tincture of outward 


Religiouſneſs, and he exact in moral Honeſty; yet 
without the Breath of Life and Grace infaleg, 
there can be no true ſpiritual Harmony in his Af- 
ſections, Words, or Gonverfitin, that either will 
beget any ſpiritual Delight in the Soul, or be pleaſ- 
ing to the Ears of Gop. 


' You ſee then, beloved in Chr:ft Tae chat the 


Performances of outward Duties of Religion, even 
the beſt, ſuch as are Prayers, Hearing the Word 
of Gop, Receiving the Sacraments, Alms-deeds, 
and the hike, though they be good in themſelves, 
commanded of Gon, neceſſary to be done of e- 
very Chriſtian; yet if they be divided from inward 
SanRification, are ſo far from putting us into Po- 
ſeſſion of true Happineſs, that they are odious and 


(15 "art krr>- 3:40 


I come now to thoſe Marks of Difference be- 


twixt the State of formal Hypocriſy, and favin 
Grace, which are more outward, familidr, ind 


cally diſcernable. Of which one may be this. 


1. Tax Power of Grace doth beget in à rege- 
nerate Man, a Watchfulneſs, Care and Conſci- 
ence of ſmaller Offences, of ſecret Sins, of ſinful 
Thoughts, of Appearances of Evil, of all Occa- 


ſions of Sin, of prophane 2 of giving juſt 
h 


Offences in indifferent Actions: ereas the for- 


mal Hypocrite taketh not ſuch Things as theſe to 
Heart, but either makes no Conſcience of them at 
all, holding it a Point of Preciſeneſs; or elſe pro- 
portions it to ſerve his own Turn, or to give Satiſ- 
faction to othets. A 4. = 
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A sEconD Mark of Difference may be this: 
The Power of ſaving Grace doth ſubdue and ſanc- 
tify our Affections, ſo that they become ſervicea- 
ble to the Glory of Gop, and a zealous Diſcharge 
of all Chriſtian Duties. But the Bridling of Paſh- 
ons in the formal Hypocrite, is not ſo much of 
Conſcience; as artificial, politick, for Advantage, 
and by the Guidance of moral Diſcretion: fo that 
it they be tempted by ſtrong Occaſions, and violent 
Objects, they many Times break out, to the Diſ- 
honour of God, the Diſgrace of the Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion, and the Diſcovery of their Hypocriſy. 


LeT every Man then examine himſelf at this 
Mark, and with a ſingle Eye and upright Heart 
take a View of his Affections; whether his Joy be 
inward and ſpiritual, that is, in the Aſſurance of 
God's Favour, in his Word, in his Children, in 
Prayer, and a continual Practice of Godlineſs; oc 
Outward and Carnal, that is, in the Attainment 
of Greatneſs and worldly Pleaſures, in the Increaſe 
of his Corn and Wine and Oil. Whether he 
love Peace of Conſcience far more dearly than the 
Favour of Men, or his own Life: Whether he be 
more zealous for the Honour of Go, than his 
own: Whether he be more afraid of ſecret Sins, 
than open Shame; of offending God than outward 
2 : And fo throughout the reſt of his Af- 
ions. * | 


A THIRD Note of Difference may be this, Every 
Child of God, by the Power of Saving Grace, 
doth hunger and thirſt after all thoſe Means Gop 
hath ordain'd, for his Furtherance in the Way to 
Heaven; and doth make a holy Uſe of whatſoever 
is publickly or privately laid upon him for his A- 
mendment: And therefore he continually profits 
and proceeds in Sanctification by his 2 = 
4 udg- 
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Jadgments and his Mercies: By the Exerciſe, Ob- 
ſervation, and Senſe of which, he grows ſenſible 
in Knowledge, Faith, Humiliation, Repentance, 
T hankfulneſs. and all other ſpiritual Graces. - But 
the formal Hypocrite doth ſo far take Notice of 
them, as they further his temporal Happineſs; and 
as his Neglect of them, by Conſequence, threaten- 
eth Danger to his — worldly State. For the 
preſent, perhaps he is moved with the Hearing of 
the Word of Gop, with the Terror of his Judg- 
ments, while they lie with ſome extraordinary 
Weight upon himſelf, or the whole Land; and 
with the Sweetneſs of his Mercies, becauſe they 
ſecure him in his Proſperity. But theſe Thin 
fink not into his Soul, with the Power of Mortih- 
cation, to the deſtroz ying of his ſinful Or IS 
and the Shaking off of every known Sin. 
BELOVED in our Loxp and Saviour Chrift Fe 
let us, every one of us (I beſeech you) try bimſelf 
faithfully by this Note of Difference: And the ra- 
= becauſe our gracious God hath moſt plenti- 
and incomparably vouchſafed us in this Land 
eans to bring us unto Heaven. He hath vi- 
0 us with his Word, his Judgments and Mer- 
cies, to the Aſtoniſhment of the World. Now let 
us conſider, whether as they have bred Admiration 
in Men and Angels; ſo they have brought — 
tion to our own Souls. 


' FirsT, for his Word: For theſe Fifty Years, 
you know He hath ſpread out his Hands all the 
Day long; He hath ſent all his Servants, the Preach- 
ers of his Word, riſing up early, and ſending them, 
ſaying: Return now every Man from his evil Ways, 
and amend your Works. Let us then examine our- 
ſelves in this Point. Hath this glorious Goſpel, 
which hath ſo long ſhined bright in our yy * 
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ſounded loud in our Ears, been mighty in Opera- 
tion upon our Souls, in planting in them the Pow- 
er of true Godlinefs? Do we daily grow more ſound 

by it, in the Knowledge of the Truth; and ſee 
more particularly into the whole Courſe of Chri- 
ſtianity? Doth it continually build us up more 
ſtrongly in Faith, Repentance, and an holy Obe- 
dience to all his Commandments? Why then bleſ- 
ſed is our Caſe: For this powerful Experience in 
our Souls of daily Growth in Godlineſs by the 
Word, is a tex 4 Mark unto us, that we are in 
the State of Grace; and ſo all the Bleſſings in the 
Book of Gop belong unto us, and Pleaſures more 
than the Stars of the Firmament in Number. But 
if otherwiſe (which is rather to be feared) if we 
have either been no Hearers, or but now and then, 
as our worldly Commoditics would give us Leave; 
or Hearers only of Form and Faſhion, not of Zeal 
and Conſcience to profit by it, and yield Obedi- 
ence unto it; or only Hearers and no Doers, we 
may aſſure ourſelves, we are yet ſhort of the State 
of Grace; and mark what will be the End both of 
us and the whole Land: It muſt needs be the ſame 
with that of Judab and Feruſalem (for they were as 
well beloved of Gop as ever England can be:) Go, 
(faith Gop unto Jeremy) and tell the Men of Ju- 
dah and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem: ¶ have /ent 
you all my Servants the Prophets, riſing up early, and 
ſending them; but you would not incline your Ear, 

yon would not abey me; therefore, thus ſaith the LoRD 
Heft, the Go of Ifracl: Behold, I will bring 
pen Judah, and upon all the Inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem, all the Evil that I have pronounced againſt 
them; I will do unto this Houſe, whereupon my Name 
is called, wherein alſo ye truſt, as I have done unto 
Shiloh, I will caſt them out of my Sight And will 
make this City a Gurſe unto all the Nations of the 
Earth. | | 

THE 
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Tut Judgments upon this Land have been many 
and fearful. I doubt not, but we have ſeen wi 
our Eyes, even thoſe which are very near Fore- 
runners of that great and terrible Day of the Lox . 
Let us then examine ourſelves in this Point. Have 
we laid all theſe Judgments to our Heart? Have 
we been truly humbled by them? Have we by a 
diligent taken Notice of our Sins, and griev- 
ed for them, and abandoned them? Have we 
mourned and cried for all the Abominations that 
are done amongſt us? Why then bleſſed is our Caſe 
our State is the State of Grace; we ſhall be ſure to 
be marked and ſealed in the Foreheads, by the An- 
of God, for his Servants, before the Vials of 
Deſolation be pour'd upon this Kingdom. 

But if otherwiſe (which is rather to be fear d) if He 
hath ſmitten us, and we have not ſorrowed; if He 
hath corrected. us for Amendment, and we are not 
bettered, but rather worſe and worſe; we may aſ- 
ſure ourſelves we yet want a gracious Mark of the 
Power of Godlineſs. And mark what will be the 
End both of us, and our whole Land. It can be 
no other, than that of his own People. And thus 
He dealt with them by his Jud ts, even as A 
Phyfician- with his Patient. A Phyſician, while 
there is any Hope of Recovery in his Patient, uſeth 
the Benefit of all the Rules of Art, all Variety of 
Means, preſcribing: Diet, letting Blood, miniſter- 
ing Potions; but when he once perceives, that his 
Phyſick will work no more Good upon him, he 
then leaves him to the Pangs of Death. Even ſo 
Gon deals with his People. While there is any 
Hope of Repentance, He viſits them by all Manner 
of Puniſhments: But when all Senſe of Religion, 
all Heat of Zeal, and Life of Grace, have utterly 
forſaken the Hearts of Men, He gives them over 
to their own Confuſion. He leaves them finally 
Vor. VII. U (never 
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and godly Men: Nay, if all theſe 
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(never more to be entreated) to Lamentations, 
Mournings and Woe. NM | 


As the Judgments upon this Land have been 
you and fearful; fo many and wonderful have 
his Mercies upon us; and ſuch I am perſwad- 

ed, as greater the Sun never ſaw, nor Sons of Men 
enjoy'd. Let us examine ourſelves in this Point. 
Have theſe B melted our Hearts into Tears of 
R ce and DThankfulneſs? Have theſe Cords 
of Love drawn us nearer unto God in all Know- 
ledge, Love, and Obedience? Why then we may 
aſſure ourſelves of a good Teſtimony, that our 
Souls are ſeaſoned with Grace. But if it be quite 
otherwiſe; if theſe great and undeſerved Mercies 
have bred in us more Coldneſs in the Service of 
Gop, a more preſumptuous Security, and a ſounder 
Sleep in Sin; if ſince our Deliverance from the im- 
pending Storm, there hath been amongſt us no leſs 
| ning of Gop's Name and Sabbaths than be- 
fore, no leſs Pride and Drunkenneſs, no leſs Op- 
preſſion and Uſury, no leſs Uncleanneſs and Un- 


conſcionableneſs in our Callings, no lefs I 

in the Word of God, and e 
Ways of Holineſs, no leſs Contempt of — 
more Ripeneſs and Readineſs to receive the Flame 
of God's fierce and laſt Wrath; if there be rather 
a ſenſible Decay of the Fear of Gop, of Zeal, and 
, amongſt us; if Prophaneneſs, Atheiſm, 

7 


opery a Luke-warmneſs in Religion, like a 
mighty Torrent, ruſh in violently upon us daily 
more and more: Why then (you are a People of 
Underſtanding) I leave it to your own Conſciences, 
40 ecntileroote abb needs ſhortly befall us, ex- 


cept we gather ourſelves before the Decree come _ 
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unleſs by ſpeedy Humiliation and unfained Repen 


tance, we prevent ſo great and fearful Judgments. 


I canxoT follow — this Time, any 
more Differences. betwixt the State of ſaving Grace 


and formal Hypocriſy. For Concluſion therefore, 


I will acquaint you more fully with the Effects of 
ſaving 7.— and follow in a few Words the 
Steps of the Spirit of Gop in the great Work of 
Regeneration; that thereby every may exa- 
mine his Conſcience, Judge n and try what 
his State is. * 


SAVING Grace vouchlafed to God's Children, 
which doth tranſlate them from Darkneſs to Light, 
from the Co ion of Nature, to à State of ſu- 
pernatural neſs, is like Leaven; it js of a 
ſpreading Nature: Firſt it ſeats itſelf in the Heart; 
after, it is diſperſed over all the Powers both of 
the Soul and Body; over all the Actions and Du- 
ties of a Man whatſoever: It ſoſteneth and chang- 
eth the Heart: It purgeth the inmoſt Thoughts: 
It awakens the Conſcience, and makes it tender and 
ſenſible of the leaſt Sin: It ſanctiſies the AﬀeRions: 
It confirms the Will unto the Will of Gon: It 
inlightens the Underſtanding with — wy ye 
ledge: It ſtores the Memory with many 
ſons, for Comforts, — —— — — 
in a. godly Life: It ſeaſons the Speech with 
Grace: It ſo guides all a Man's Actions, that they 
2 from Faith, they are warrantable out of 

D's Word, they are accompliſhed by good 
Means, and wholly directed to the Gl of Gon: 
Nay, it ſpreads further, and kindles a Deſire and 
Zeal for the Salvation of the Souls of others, eſpe- 
cially of thoſe that any Way depend upon us: So 
that the Child of Gon doth ever embrace all 
Means and NS 7 for the communica 


| 
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of his Graces and Comforts, and the bringing 6 
others to the ſame e him 
felf. 


Ler then (I beſeech 105 very ne Conſe 
ence go along with me, and — ns or 
_ few Interrogatories, which I ſhall propoſ: 

briefly and plainly, that every Man may eah 
nderſtand, Haſt thou felt by thine own Expe- 
— this great Work of Regeneration wrought 
upon thy Soul? Hath the powerful Word of Gop, 
by the effectual working of his Spirit, -broken thy 
ſtony Heart? Hath it y cafe and purged the very 
cloſeſt and moſt unſearchable Corners thereof 
-Hath it humbled it with the Sight of thy Sins, and 
Senſe of Gop's Judgments? Hath it filled it with 
Terrors, Compunctions, Remorſe and true Sor- 
row for thy Life paſt? Hath it after quieted and 
_—_— — — Crit e an 
a Delight in heavenly "Things it mortified 
thy inward” Corruptions, — SJ the Heart of 
thy ſweet Sin? Hath it planted a holy Moderation 
in all Aﬀections; ſo that — — wo 
they have been enraged with Luſt, 
with Ambition, with unſatiable Deine f — the % 
largement of thy Wealth, and with Hatred of 
Gop's Servants and their Holineſs; are they now 
inflamed with Zeal for Gop's Honour, Truth, and 
Service; with a fervent Love unto the Lox p and 
His Saints; with Chriſtian „to oppoſe the 
Sins of the Time, to defend neſs, to contemn 
the lying Slanders = * — Scofts of worthleſs 
Men? Hath it Will an Hunger and 
Thirſt after the ty; ood of thy Soul, the 
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Word and Sacraments; fo that thou add rather 

with any worldly Good, than not to enjoy the 
incomparable Benefit of a lively and conftant Mi- 
niſtry? Are thy Thoughts, (of which _—_— 
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thou haſt made no great Conſcience, but let them 
wander up and down at random) now bounded 
within a ſacred Compaſs, and ſpent on holy Things, 
and the neceſſary Affairs of thy lawful Calling? Is 
thy Underſtanding informed, and acquainted with 
the Myſtery of Salvation, which the World, and 
the wiſe Men thereof, account Madneſs and Folly? 
Is thy Memory, heretofore ſtuffed with Vanitics 
and Follies, now capable and greedy of Divine 
Knowledge? Are thy Words, which heretofore 
have been full of Prophaneneſs and Worldlineſs, 
now direfted to glorify Gop, and to give Grace 
to the Hearers? beak | : 


AND beſides this inward Renovation of the Fa- 
culties of thy Soul; hath the Power of Grace ſanc- 
tifed all thy outward Actions? Doſt thou now or- 
der (in every icular) all the Buſineſſes of thy 
Vocation by Direction out of the Word of Gon? 
Art thou inwardly affected and faithful in the Per- 
formance of religious Duties? as in ons the 
Word of Gop, in ſanctifying the Sabbath, inPray- 
er, and the reſt? Doſt thou now hear the Word 
of Go, not only of Courſe and Cuſtom; but of 
Zeal and Conſcience to reform thyſelf by it, and 
to live after it? Do not che Week-Day's Duties 
and worldly Cares, drown thy Mind on the Sab- 
bath; but that thou doſt the whole Day entirely 
freely, and cheerfully attend the Worſhip of Gop? 
Doft thou daily exerciſe Prayer, that precious Com- 
fort of the faithful Chriſtian with Fruit and Feel- 
ing? Being converted to the Faith of Chriſi, doſt 
thou labour for the Converſion of others, eſpecially 
of thoſe which are committed any way to thy 
Charge, and for whom thou muſt give a more ſtrict 
Account? As, if thou be a Maſter of a Family, doſt 
thou pray with them, and inftrut them in the 
Doctrine of Salvation, and Ways of Godlineſs? 


Voſt thou not only forbear great and groſs Sins, 
| U 3 but 
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but hate all Appearance of Evil? Doth the Ten- 
derneſs of thy Conſcience check thee for the leaſt 
Sins, and make thee fearful to offend, tho' it be 
but in a wandring Thought? After every Fall into 
Infirmities, art thou careful to renew thy Repen- 
tance, and learn Wiſdom and Watchfulneſs to a- 
void them afterwards ? Doſt thou feel thy ſelf profit, 
grow, and increaſe in theſe Fruits of Grace? And 
haſt thou ſuch a gracious Taſte of the Glory of 
the Glory of Gop, and eternal Life, thou art 
deſirous to meet thy Saviour in the Clouds; not ſo 
much to be rid of the Miſeries of Life, as to enjoy 
his Preſence for ever? hy 


Ix a Word, as thy Soul gives Life, Spirit and 
Motion to thy whole Body, and. every Part there- 
of; doth the Spirit of God fo inſpire thy Soul and 
Body, and all thy Actions with the Life of Grace? 
Why then, thou haſt paſt the Perfections of the 
formal Hypocrite, and art poſſeſſed of the State of 
true Bleſſedneſs; thou art then happy that thou 
ever waſt born; thy Way is certainly the Way of 
Life: And I dare pronounce it, that thou art out 
of the Reach of all the Powers of Hell. Thou ſhalt 
find no Sting in Death; no Darkneſs in the Grave; 
no Amazement at that great and fearfull Day. For 
all the Merits and Sufferin of Chrift. are thine; 
all the Comforts of Gop's Children are thine; all 
the Bleſſings in the Book of Gop are thine; all 
the Joys of Heaven are thine: Even all Things are 
thine, and thou are Chri/f's, and Chrift is Gop's. 
Only ſtand faſt in the Faith; quit thyſelf like a 
Man, be ftrong. Gird thy Sword upon thy Thigh. 


Buckle faſt unto thee. the whole Armour of Gop, 
Ride on, becauſe of the Word of Truth; and the 
Lord thy Gop be with thee. Break through for 
a while with undaunted Courage, the Bitterneſs of 
the World's Malice, the keen Razors of 1 
on 
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ſon'd Ton the Tears and Tediouſneſs of 1 
few Days; for thou art nearer the Prize of thy high 
Calling, than, when thou firſt believedſt. Shine 
more and more in Faith, in Patience, in Love, in 
Knowledge, Obedience, and all. other Chriſtian 
Graces, untill the perfect Day, untill thou reach 
the Height of Heaven, and the full Glory of the 
Saints of Goo. | | 


Now proceed more diſtinctly to other Marks 
of Difference, betwixt the State of Grace and for- 
mal Hypocriſy: .. Some Notes of Diſtinction ma 
be raiſed out of thoſe Places of Scripture, which | 
propoſed, in Order for to acquaint you, with the 
Degrees of Goodneſs; whereof a Man as yet Un- 
regenerate. is CIPADIE.. „ of d. . tb be 7 idr 16 


Tx the 8th of Eule, che Heater rlembled unto 
the tony Ground, is the formal Hypocrite. He 
receives the Word of Gop with Joy, as doth the 
faithful Chriſtian, though not in the ſame Meaſure. 
But here is the Point that differenceth the one from 
the other. The Word and Faith in the formal 
Hypocrite have no Roots: They are not deeply 
and ſoundly rooted in his Underſtanding, Conſci- 
ence, Thoughts, Affections and Actions. 
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FirsT, they are not rooted and faſten'd in his 
Underſtanding, by thoſe two ſacred and gracious 
Habits, which are called by the Apoſtle, Cal. i. . 
Lofia and Emory mrwvpalixy; Heavenly Knowledge, 
or ſpeculative Wiſdom in the Myſteries of Salva- 
tion, and ſpiritual Prudence, or a ſanctified Un- 
derſtanding in the practical Aﬀairs, of the Soul. 
But heavenly Wiſdom and ſpiritual Prudence, ſhed 
into their ſanctiied Underſtanding by the Fountain 
of Grace, are exerciſed about ſupernatual T ruths, 
and Matters of eternal Life. By the F ck 
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Child of Gop, having the Eyes of his Mind opened 
and inlighten'd, doth ſec the great Myſtery of Sal- 
vation, the Secrets of the Kingdom, the whole 
Counſel, and the Wonders of the Law of Gon. 
He doth know what is the Hope of his Calling, 
and what the Riches of his glorious Inheritance in 
the Saints: He comprehends what is the Breadth 
and Length, and Depth, and Heighth. By the 
Second he is enabled with a judicious Sincerity to 
deliberate and determine in Caſes of Conſcience; 
in the Perplexities of Temptations; in all Streights 
Ambiguities, and Difficultics incident to the Car- 
riage of a Chriſtian, and with ſpiritual Diſcretion 
to conduct all the Actions of Grace and every Par- 
ticular, both in his general and ſpecial Calling, 
This Explication premiſed, I come to tell you, 
that the Word of Gop doth not take ſure and laſt- 
ing Root; doth not dwell plentifully in the Under- 
ſanding of the formal Hypocrite, by theſe two di. 
CDT, HE ee 


Fist, there is a right noble Branch of divine 
Knowledge and Ne Wiſdom, ſpringing out 
of the Myſtery of Regeneration; in which, the 
formal Hypocrite is for the moſt Part utterly igno- 
rant. He knows not that dark and feaful Paſſa 
which leads from the Corruptions of-Nature, and 
out of the Dominions of Darkneſs. and Death, 
through ſtrange Terrors and Torments of Soul, 
into the glorious Happineſs of the Kingdom d 
Chrift. He knows not the Variety and Power d 
Temptations ; the Cauſes, Degrees, the Conſe 
quents and Recoverics of ſpiritual Deſertions, Re- 
lapſes, and Decays of Grace. He hath no Skill in 
the Nature, Symptoms and Remedies of afflicted 
Conſciences ; in the ſecret Workings and right 
Uſes of Afflictions, Infirmities, Scandals and Dif 
graces, He is not acquainted with Satan's Trans- 
PTE formations 
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of an-Angel; with his 


formations into the G 


Depths, his ound ntrivances, 
moulded by Malice and Sabctley In in his own. large 


Underſtanding; furniſhed with the Experience of 
our Corruptions, and the Succeſs. of his many 
Temptations for ſome "Thouſands of Years, ma- 
naged with all the Crafts and Policies of the moſt 
dark and hidden Corners of Hell. He is not ac- 
quainted with his exquiſite Methods, in the 
Conveyance of his Stratagems, in ers yep or 


faults and difhupging his fiery Darts. 


Conernnine/ other Parts of divine 1 
ledge, and other Points of Religion; he may be 
furniſhed with Store of rare and excellent Learn- 
ing, in Fathers, Schoolmen, Commentaries, Con- 
troverſies; he may be endued with in dif- 
puting and defending the Truth of Gop; 
and in reſolving Caſes of Conſcience too: 
beſides this, the formal 
Partaker of ſome Degrees 
tion, in underſtanding, and i the Book 
of Gop, for the Good of his Children. For I 
doubt not, but many have much Light of Judg- 
ment, that have little Integrity of Conſcience; and 
are inſpired with the Spirit of Illumination for the 
Good of others, that Tave 0: Part In the Spirit of 
danQification. - - 


I COME now to the other Habit, which the Ac 
poſtle calleth Spiritual Prudence, by which the 
Word and Faith take no Root in the Underſtand- 
ing of the formal Hypocrite. | 


Tals Habit, is a ſanctified Underſtanding in 
the practical Affairs of the Soul; by which a rege- 
nerate Man is enabled with a judicious Sincerity, 
to deliberate and determine in of Conſcience, 

| un 
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the Spirit of Illumina- 
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in the Perplexities of Temptations, in all Streights, 
Ambiguities, and Difficulties incident to the Car- 
riage of a Chriſtian; and with ſpiritual Diſcretion 
to conduct all the Actions of Grace, and every 
Particular, both in his general and ſpecial Calling. 


Tuts Wiſdom is an Attendant upon juſtifying WW © 
Faith, and inſeparably annexed unto ſaving Grace; ſt 
and therefore the formal Hypocrite, is utterly un- 
capable of it. Hence it is that many a poor Soul, I "' 
illiterate and neglected, proudly paſſed by, and ff L 
many Times trampled upon with Diſgrace, by 

-wiſe' Men, yet living under a conſtant and iſ 4 
prudent Miniſtry, is'infinitely more wiſe than the i © 
greateſt Clerks, and learnedſt Doctors; both in 
giving Counſel and Advice in ſpiritual Affairs, and 
in conducting their own Souls, thro' the ftraight 
Way to Heaven. ' 


Hexer then you — ſee a clear Difference. 
The formal — —.— ſo far as natural Wit, E- 
ducation, civil Honeſty, moral Diſcretion, and po- 
liick Wiſdom can enlighten and lead him, mj ** 
manage his Actions with ExaQneſs and Reputati- I . 
on, and without Exception in the Sight of the F 
World. Nay, beſides, ſometimes by an Addition 
of ſome Graces of Gop's Spirit, he may ſet upon i 7? 
them ſuch an outward Gliſtering, that they may Li 
dazzle the Eyes of the beſt diſcerning Spirit, and 
deceive his own Heart, with a falſe Perſuaſion, if 
that they are the true Actions of vey > But over il ** 
and above all theſe, there is in the Underſtanding I bit 
of the Child of Gop, a more excellent and ſupe- ll ©? 
rior * — that inſpires his Actions with a mort 
* 


heavenly Nature; that breathes into them the Liſe 
of Grace; that guides them with Truth and Sin- Int 
gleneſs of Heart, and Sincerity in all Circumſtan : dn 
ces, to the Glory of God, the Comfort of his dy 
OWN 
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own Conſcience, and Good of his Brethren. 
There is à far clearer and brighter Eye ſhining in 
the Soul of every regenerate Man, in 
whereof, the faireſt Lights of all other Knowledge 
and Wiſdom are Egyptian Darkneſs; which doth 
ever faithfully deſcry and diſcover unto him the 
ſtrait, though unbeaten Path to Immortality, thro? 
all the Paſſages and Particulars of his Life: It re- 
veals unto him the wiſeſt Reſolution in all ſpiritual 
Debates; the beſt and fitteſt Seaſons of reproving 
Sins and winning Souls unto Gop; many Obli- 
quities of Actions, Iniquity of many Circumſtan- 
ces; the right Uſes of his own ictions, Diſ- 
graces and Infirmities, which the formal H 
oe CI OY diſcern, becauſe he is 

blind in this Eye. 0 


I coNCLUDE the whole Point: The Knowledge 
and practical Wiſdom about heavenly Matters in 
the formal Hypocrite, are dull, cold, plodding, 
formal, ſerviceable and ſubordinate to his worldly 
Happineſs. His Knowledge is a Form of Know- 
ledge; his Practice is a Form of -Gedlineſs. All is 
Form and Outwardneſs: They are not deeply and 
ſoundly rooted in him by ſanctifying Grace, nor 
inwardly inſpired with ſuper-natural and ſpiritual 
Life. But divine Knowledge in the Child of Go, 
is called The Spirit of Revelation. His practical 
Wiſdom is ſpiritual; that is, quick, active, fervent, 
zealous, ſtirring, not into Irregularities and Exor- 
ditancies, as worldly Wiſdom many Times miſ- 
conſtrues, but againſt the Corruptions of the Limes; 
and working out of all Actions, Occaſions, and 
Occurrents (even out of Miſeries, Slanders, and 
Infirmities) ſome Glory unto. Gop, ſome Good 
arg hildren, ſome Comfort unto his own 


I Now 
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I xow proceed to tell yous in the ſecond Place, 
mat the Word of Gop is not n in Ge _ 


Kemer of the formal Hypocrite. 


Tut immediate Office of Sab en is to teſt. 
by, in Reſpect of Things ſimply done, or not done: 

Reſpect of Things to be done, either to excite 
and encourage, or to reſtrain and bridle: In Re- 
ſpect of Things done well, or wickedly, to excuſe 
* comfort, or accuſe and terrify. _ 


Now the * Hypoc rite indeed, beſides the 
Direction of natural Licht ht in his B doth 
acquaint himſelf with —— Principles out of 
the Word of Gon; but he puts them in Practice 
with Reſervation, with his own Exceptions and 
Limitations. He is only fo far guided by them, 
as they are compatible with his worldly Happinek: 
And therefore, in the Time of Perſecution, as it 
is in the Parable, he falleth away. But by Perſe- 
cution you muſt underſtand, not only ſtriving unto 
Blood; but alſo inferiour Afflictions and Tempts- 
tions. When the Honour of Gop is put in one 
Scale, and his own Contentment in the other, he 
ſuffers ſome worldly Profit or Pleaſure, the Grati- 
fication or Slkiafackion of ſome great Man, the 
Deſire and Purſuit of ſome Ofiee « or Honour, the 
Pleaſure of ſome ſweet Sin, to weigh down the ex- 
ceeding Weight of heavenly: Bliſs, the unvaluable 
Treaſure of a good N a and the infinite 
Warp of Gop. 


On the other Hand, the Child of Gov ſtores hi 
Conſcience with ſacred and ſaving Rules out d 
Gop's no" Ba hoe but ſo, that in his! Practice 
them, he s not upon Terms of Pleaſures, Pro- 
fit, or Preſerment; but doth entirely reſign 1 
bimſclf in Obedience and Humility, to be * 
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and govern'd by them, without Reſtriction or E- 
"I vafion, in his Thoughts, Affections, and Actions, 
through the whole Courſe of his Life. 


"4 You may now clearly conceive, how the Word 
of God is not rooted in the Conſcience of the for- 
mal Hypocrite. The ordinary Intelligencers to his 
| Conſcience, are Examples, Cuſtom, Opinion, 
iſe worldly Wiſdom, common Se e againſt a ſtrict 

Courſe of Sanctification, Practice of greater Men; 

but the ſacred Light of Gop's Truth, is incor- 
he porated into the Conſcience of Gop's Child; and 
bbs the only and conſtant Rule and Square, by which, 
with all Humility, Uprightneſs of Heart, a free, 


s entire Submiſſion and Obedience unto it, he frames 
nd all his Thoughts, Affections and Actions. And 
m, in this Light, he walks with a ſettled Conſtancy 


and grounded Reſolution, thro' Poverty and Op- 
preſhon, Contumelies and Contempt, Slanders and 
Indignities, good Report and ill Report. For he 
hath his Eye till faſten'd upon Eternity; he hath 
the Crown of Glory already in Sight; the ineſti- 
mable Preciouſneſs and everlaſting ty where- 


tel of raviſheth and poſſeſſeth his truly free and great 
Heart, with ſuch a Longing and Fervency, that he 
bel dat a Point with all that is under the Sun; that he 
0 doth not only contemn, patiently endure, and van- 


quiſh all Ditficulties; but even with Rejoicing em- 
brace (if the Tyranny of the Times fo require) the 
utmoſt, that Malice and Cruelty can inflift upon 
him. There is no other Conſideration, or Crea- 
ture, either in Heaven or Earth, can ſeparate him 
from the Love of Gop in vote Jeſus, or from 
his glorious Service in all good Conſcience. | 


AND as the Word of Gop is rooted in the Con- 
ſcience of God's Child, for his Direction and Con- 
ſtaney in the Ways of Godlineſs: So is it alſo there 

Vol. VII. W faſten d 
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faſten'd for his Forbearance of Sins, by theſe three 
Properties; which are not to be found in the for- 
mal Hypocrite: 


I. REMORSE for Sins paſt, by which he is fay- 
ed from Relapſes and Backſlidings. 


2. A PRESENT Senſibleneſs of all Manner of 
Sins, whereby his preſent Integrity is preſerved, 


3. Ax habitual Tenderneſs, by which he is arm- 
ed againſt the Corruptions of the Time, and Com- 
miſlion of Sins to come. 


1. Is Remorſe for Sins paſt, I comprize a more 
full Knowledge, an univerſal Revelation of his Sins, 
by the Light of Gop's Word, and Power of his 
Spirit; and that both in Number and Grievouſneſs: 
A Senſe and Feeling of them in their true Weight, 
as they are able to Pink him down into the Bottom 
of Hel. Much Sorrow and Anguiſh, for the Stain 
and Guiltineſs they have left behind them; and for 
that they provoke to juſt Wrath, ſo gracious a 
Gop. And laſtly, a Loathing of them, fo that he 
never cafts his Eyes back upon them, but with an 
Addition of a new and particular Deteſtation. 


2. By Senſibleneſs, I underſtand a quick and pre- 
ſent Apprehenſion and Feeling of every Sin; whe- 
ther it be open or ſecret, in ourſelves or others, as 
well in our Thoughts and AﬀeCtions, as in our 
Words and Actions; more groſs and infamous, or 

Slips and Stumblings, Scandals, and Appearances 
of Evil. | 


3- Han1TUAL Tenderneſs, is a gracious Diſpo- 
fition of the Conſcience, whereby it is apt to be 
galled, and ſmart, at the firſt Interview, with ” 
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Iniquities of the Time, and at every Occurrence of . 
Corruptions. 


THesE Properties of Tenderneſs, Aptneſs to 
ſmart, Eaſineſs to bleed, at the Apprehenſion and 
Approach of Sin, are peculiar to a Conſcience en- 
lighten'd, ſanctified, and purged by the Blood of 
Chrift, 


Id the third Place, the Word of Gor is not 
rooted in the Thoughts of the formal Hypocrite; 
and thence ariſeth a very notable Difference betwixt 
him and the Child of Gop. 


AND I beſeech you, mark me in this Point. 
For the Thoughts of a Man do far more clearly 
diſtinguiſh the Power of SanCtification from the 
State of Formality, than Words, Actions, and all 
outward Carriage. Thoughts are the free, imme- 
diate and inviſible Productions of the Heart, never 
taken within the walk of human Juſtice; by their 
natural Secreſy exempted from Man's moſt privy 
Search. Their Aberrations are only cenſurable 
by the Searcher of all Hearts: no Eye pries into 


theſe Secrets, but that which is ten thouſand Times 


brighter than the Sun. And therefore Millions of 
Thoughts ſpring continually out of the Hearts of 
Men, which without Fear or Maſk, do undiſſem- 
blingly repreſent the true State and Diſpoſition. of 
the Heart. So that from them we may be ever ſure 
to take infallible Notice, whether the Heart as yet 
2 work naturally, in framing them in its own 
linful Mould, and feeding them with Conſent and 
Delight; or elſe be taught and guided by a ſuper- 
natural Power, to compoſe them according to the 
Light of God's Word, and holy Motions of his 
ſanctify ing Spirit. 
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LET us then conſider, what deep Root the Word 
of Gop doth take, in the Thoughts of a ſanctified 
Man; whereby he is clearly lilferenced from all 
States of Unregeneration ; even that of tormal Hy- 
pocriſy, which I place in a Degree above civil Ho- 
neſty, and in the higheſt Pertection attainable by 
an unregenerate Man. We will then for our pre- 
ſent Purpoſe conceive the Differences betwixt the 
Child of Gop, and the formal Hypocrite in this 
Point of Thoughts. 


FirsT, In Reſpect of their Nature, Forms, and 
Manner of working. The "Thoughts of the For- 
maliſt are more fair, ſober, and moderate, than 
thoſe of the notorious Sinner, and groſs Hypocrite. 
His Heart will riſe, and be affrighted with Sug- 
geſtions of Atheiſm, Cruelty, Drunkenneſs, Adul- 
tery; but notwithſtanding, becauſe it is not ſoſten- 
ed and ſanctiſied; (without much Scruple) it will 
let the Imaginations looſe to much Idleneſs and Va- 
nity, to many fruitleſ Conceits, Impertinencies. 
and prophane Wanderings; but eſpecially into the 
endleſs Maze of wordly Cares and Earthly-mind- 
edneſs. For he doth, in ſome Sort, approve that 
wicked and peſtilent Proverb: Thoughts are — 
They are free indeed, in Reſpect of human Juſtice, 
in Reſpect of Diſcovery and Danger from any Crea- 
ture, but the Eye and Vengeance of Heaven takes 
ſpecial Notice of them, and holds them puniſhable, 
as the chief Plotters of all Tranſgreſſions. Words 
and Actions are, as it were, Sins at ſecond-hand, 
the very firſt Life of all Ill is inſpired into the 
Thoughts. Hence it is, that Peter adviſeth Simon 
Magus, to pray Gon, if it were poſſible, that the 
Thought of his Heart might be forgiven him: As 
tho* there lay the great Guilt, and deepeſt Stain 
before GoD. 


Bur 
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Bur the Thoughts of a true Chriſtian, are of 

a far more heavenly FTemper, than the Heart of the 
beſt unregenerate Man can comprehend. The for- 
mal Hypocrite may have his Mind buſied in Points 
of deepeſt Learning, in the Myſteries of State, and 
Affairs of Kingdoms; nay, he may ſometimes en- 
tertain in his I houghts with Joy, the Promiſes of 
Grace, the Happineſs of the Saints, the Joys of 
Heaven; but that the Word of Grace ſhould fo 
implant itfelf into the inner Man, that the Thoughts 
ſhould never be fo welcome to the Heart, as when 
they are wading in the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
— with an holy Wiſdom, plotting for the En- 
largement of Chri/7's. glorious Kingdom, in himſelf 
and others; that it ſhould make all other Diſcourſes 
of the Mind ſubordinate to ſuch heavenly Medita- 
tions; and to this End, fet Bounds to the Millions 
of Imaginations that daily ariſe, this is the ſpecial 
Prerogative.of a fanctificd Man. For he alone, 
becauſe of his Truth in the inner Parts, makes 
Conſcience of idle, vain, and wandering Thoughts, 
{ which the. formal Hypocrite, either takes no 
otice at all, or not much). He is as much caſt 
down, and grieved with their Diſorder, as with the 
Errors and Infirmities of his Words and Actions; 
and therefore. eſtabliſneth (as it were) a gracious 
Government amongſt them, to keep out Confuſion, 
Idleneſs, and Rebellion. He contines them to a 
reverent and feeling Meditation upon Gop's Word 
and Works,to a Care of conſcientious managing the 
Affairs of his Calling. Whatſocver Thought is wan- 
dering without this Compaſs, is ſinful: So that if 
he take any ſtraggling without theſe Limits, any 
Enticers to Vanities and Impertinencies, any Ob- 
truders and Diſturbers of ſo happy inward Peace; 
he preſently apprehends them by the watchful Eye 
of his ſpiritual Wiſdom, examines them by the 
Lay of Gop, arraigns them in. the Conliſtory of 
W 3 an 
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an enlighten'd Conſcience, and ſo cuts them off in 
Time by the Power of Grace, and Sword of the 
Spirit; that is, by oppoſing againſt them at the firſt 
riſing in the Heart, Prayer and after Watchful- 
neſs, he rids himſelf of the Miſeries and Diſtraction 
of prophane and troubleſome Thoughts. 


Tun Thoughts of every Child of Gop, are 
ordinarily working for the Furthering of Go »'s 
Glory, and promoting good Cauſes; for Pro- 
curing true Good to their Brethren, eſpecially in 
ſpiritual Things; for Increaſing Grace in them- 
ſelves, and againſt the Day of Trial. And if fo be 
they be ſometimes croſt by ſinful Motions in them- 
ſelves, or Suggeſtions of Satan; yet by their ſup- 
prefling them at the very firſt Riling and Aſſault, 
and by Repentance, they are undoubtedly ever par- 
d unto them in Chrift Jeſus. 

AND as unregenerate and ſanctified Thoughts 
differ much in their Workings even about the ſame 
Objects: So there are ſome, with which the State 
of Unregeneration is utterly unacquainted. They 
are fuch as theſe: 


Fixs r, Thoughts full of Fear and Aſtoniſh- 
ment, which riſe out of the Heart, when it is firſt 
ſtricxen with Go p's Wrath at the Sight of his 
Sins: Theſe are ſcorched, in very many, even with 
the Flames of Hell in their Converſion: They burn 
ſometimes the very Marraw out of their Bones, 
and turn the beſt Moiſture in them into the Drought 
of Summer. No Print or Scarr of theſe Thoughts, 
appear in the Heart of the formal Hypocrite. This 
Hell upon Earth, is only paſſed thorough by the 
Heirs of Heaven. 


SECONDLY, Thoughts compoſed all of pure 
Comfort, Joy, Heaven, Immortality, the ſweet 


and lovely Iſſues of the Spirit of Adoption. =_ 
ow 
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flow only from the Fountain of Grace, and ſpring 
up in that Soul alone, which having newly paſs- 
ed the ſtrange Agonies, and fore Pan of the 
New-birth, is preſently bathed in the Blood of 
CHRIST, lulled in the Boſom of Gop's deareſt 
Mercies, and ſecured with the ſecret Impreſſion 
of his Love and ſacred Spirit. Oh! the — of 
the unregenerate Man is far too narrow, baſe, and 
earthly, to comprehend the unmix'd Pleafures, the 
lorious Sun-ſhine of thoſe joyful Thoughts, which 
immediately follow upon the Storms of Fear and 
Terror, ordinarily incident to a ſound Converſion! 


THrrRDLy, Thoughts of ſpiritual Raviſhment, 
and unutterable Rapture, Flaſhes of eternal Light, 
raiſed ſometimes in the Hearts of the Saints, and 
occaſionally inſpired by the Srix Ir of all Com- 
fort; which, with unconceivable Admiration, feed 
upon, and fill themfelves with the Joys of the ſe- 
cond Life. In this Point, I appeal to the Con- 
ſcience of the true Chriftian (for I know full well 
that my Diſcourſe is a Paradox to the Prophane) 
whether he hath not ſometimes, as it were, a Sea 
of Comfort rained upon his Heart, in a ſweet Show- 
er from Heaven; and ſuch a ſenſible Taſte of the 
everlaſting Pleaſures, by the glorious Preſence of 
inward Joy and Peace, as if he had one Foot in 
Heaven already, and with one Hand had laid Hold 
upon the Crown of Life; eſpecially after a feeling 
Fervency in Prayer; after an entire Sanctification 
of the Sabbath; at the Time of ſome great and ex- 
traordinary Humiliation, when he hath freſhly 
with deepeſt Groans and Sighs, and new Strug- 
glings of Spirit, renewed his Repentance, upon 

ccaſion of Relapſe into ſome old, or Fall into 
ſome new Sin; when the impoiſon'd Arrows of 
cruel Tongues, pointed with Malice, * and 


Prophaneneſs, come thickeſt upon him, Such- like 
joyful 
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joy ful Springings, and heavenly Elevations of Heart 
as theſe, are the true Chriſtian's Peculiar; no Stran- 
ger can meddle with them, no Heart can conceive 
them, but that which is the 'I'emple of Gop's pure 
and bleſſed Spirit. 


Tuus far of the Difference of their Thoughts in 
Reſpect of the Nature and Manner of working: 
But farther, Gop's Child is differenced from the 
formal Hypocrite, by the Seaſonableneſs of his 
Thoughts. 


In a Heart of true ſpiritual Temper, ſeaſoned 
and ſoftned with the Dew of Grace, the Thoughts 
are active, ready and addreſfs'd with Zeal, to apply 
themſelves to the Condition of the Times, and Va- 
riety of Occaſions offered for ſome holy Uſe, to 
the Bettering of the Soul and the Enlarging of 
Gop's Glory. In the Time of Faſts and Sackloth; 
ifGop's Toons be threaten'd out of the Pulpit, 
or executed from Heaven; when the Church wears 
her mourning Weed, and the Godly hang down 
their Heads; in ſuch diſmal Days, they are impa- 
tient of temporal Comfort, they willingly put on 
Sadneſs. But they are cloathed with joy, when 
Mercy and Salvation are proclaimed; out of the 
Book of Life; when Religion ſpreads, and Divine 
Truth hath ſree Paſſage; and in ſuch joyful. and 
happy Times. Thus the Thoughts of God's 
Child have their Changes, their ſeveral Seaſons and 
Succeſſions, as it -pleaſeth the LorD to offer, or 
execute Mercy or Judgment. 


Bur the Thoughts of the formal Hypocrite (tho 
they ſuffer indeed many Alterations, and Diſtracti- 
ons about earthly Objects) ebb and flow with 
Diſcontent or Comfort, as his outward State is fa- 
voured or frowned upon; yet ſpiritual Occur 

rents, 
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rents have no great Power to work upon them. 
Sacred Times, or Days of Affliction, are not wont 
to make any ſuch Impreſſion or to breed extraordi- 
nary Motions in them. Let Judgments blaſt, or 
Mercies bleſs a Kingdom; let Gup's Word find 
imooth and even Way, or Rubs and Oppoſition; 
let Prophaneneſs be countenanced, or Sinceri 
cheriſhed, he takes no Thought, ſo he may fleep 
in a whole Skin, and keep entire his worldly 
Comforts. He may conform to the Times in his 
outward Geſtures, Words and Actions; but or- 
dinarily his Thoughts admit no Change; fave only 
ſo far as his private temporal Felicity is endangered 
by publick Judgments, or enlarged by Showers of 
Mercies and Bleſſings from Heaven. I cannot en- 
large this Point at this Time; only I will give you 
one Inſtance in their Difference of 'Thoughts upon 
the Sabbath-Day. 


THE Sabbath-Day is, as it were, the Farr- 
of the Soul, wherein it ſhould not only furniſh i 
with new ſpiritual Strength, with greater Know- 


ledge, Grace and Comfort; but alſo feaſt with its 


heavenly Friends, the bleſſed Saints and Angels, 
upon thoſe glorious Joys and happy Reſt, which 
ſhall never have End. 2 Child of Gop there- 
fore, who hath a real Intereſt in th. t eternal Reſt, 
makes not only Conſcience of doing his ozon Ways, 
ſeeking his own Will, ſpeaking a vain Word on that 
Day ; but alſo in ſome good Meaſure makes it the 
very Delizht of his Heart, ſo that he may conſecrate 
it as glorious to the LoRD. He doth not only give 
Quiet to his Body from worldly Buſineſs, but alſo 
diſdurdens his Thoughts of Cares, that ſo they may 


wholly intend the holy Motions of Gop's Spirit, 


and ſpend themſelves in Meditations, fitting the 
Feaſt-Day of the Soul. This is the Deſire, Long- 
ing and Endeavour of his Heart, thus to 3 
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the Sabbath; and if at any Time he be turned from 
this by Company, or his own Corruptions, he i; 
after much grieved ; repents and prays for more 
Zeal, Conſcience, and Care for the Time to 
come. 


Bur the formal Hypocrite, howſoever he may 
on that Day abſtain from his ordinary Sins, La- 
bours, Sports, and Idleneſs ; however he may out- 
wardly exerciſe all Duties and Services of Religion; 
nay, he may have other Thought of that Day, but 
only ſo far as the bare Sulemnity of the Time, can 
alter them ; yet I dare boldly fay, he cannot make 
the Sabbath his Delight, which is preſuppoſed to 
make us capable of the Bleſſings following in the 
ſame Place. Then ſhalt thou delight in the Logo, 
and I will make thee ta mount upon the high Places of 
the Earth, and feed thee with the Heritage of Ja- 
cob thy Father: For the Mouth of the Lok D hat 
ſpoken it. He cannot ſequeſter his Thoughts at 
all, not even on that Day from Worldlineſs and 
earthly Pleaſures, to ſacred Meditations. Do 
what he can, he cannot keep them off from world- 
ly Objects; they will not leave their former Haunts, 
or be reſtrained from plotting or pleaſing themſelves 
with Week-Day Buſineſſes. 


Lok p, it is ſtrange that the Soul of a Man, ſo 
nobly furniſhed with Powers of higheſt Contempla- 
tion: being fo ſtrongly poſſeſt with Conſciouſne!s 
of its own Immortality; and having the reſtleis 
and unfatishcd Deſires of its wide Capacity, never 
fill'd but with the Majeſty of Gop Himſelf, and 
the Glory of an immortal Crown, ſhould be ſuch 
a Stranger to Heaven, the Place of its Birth and 
everlaſting Abode, that upon that Day, whereon 
(as upon the golden Spot and Pearl of the Week) 
the LoRn hath ſtamped his own ſacred Seal of In- 

| | ſtitution, 
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ſtitution, and ſolemn Conſecration for his own 
particular Service, and ſpecial Honour; yet, I fay, 
upon that Day it cannot ſettle its own Thoughts 
and Motions upon thoſe unmixed and blefled Joys, 
and the Way unto them ; without which it ſhall 
be everlaſtingly miſerable, and burn hereafter in the 
fiery Lake, whoſe Flames are fed with infinite Ri- 
vers of Brimſtone, and the endleſs Wrath of God 
for ever and ever! | 


Tae Child of Gop is yet further differenced 
from the formal Hypocrite, by his Skill in Ruling, 
by his holy Wiſdom, and godly Jealouſy in watch- 
ing over his Thoughts. The Heart in which 
God's Spirit is not reſident (howſoever the Words 
may be watched over, and the outward Actions 
reformed) lies commonly ſtill naked and open, 
without ſpecial Guard or ſettled Government. 


A NATURAL Man may have Skill to ſuppreſs 
Thoughts of Heavineſs, and Melancholy ; altho” 
in this Point he many Times fearfully deceives 
himſelf, taking the holy Motions of God's Spirit, 
inclining him to godly Sorrow for his Sins, to be 
melancholy Thoughts; fo grieving the good Spi- 
rit, and ſtopping againſt himſelf the very firſt Paſ- 
ſage to Salvation. He may have ſometimes and in 
Part, a flight, miſguided, and general Care and 
Overſight of his Thoughts: But becauſe the Depth 
of his deceitful Heart, and the many Corruptions 
that are daily and hourly hatched in it, were ne- 
ver ript up and revealed unto him by the Power 
and Light of ſaving Grace, he cannot hold that 
Hand over his Heart as he ought; he doth not keep 
à ſolemn, particular, and continual Watch and 
Ward over his Thoughts, which is little enough 
to keep a Chriſtian in ſound Comfort and inward 
Peace; he doth not ſo often and ſeriouſly think 
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upon his Thoughts; holding it the laſt and leaſt of 
a Thouſand Cares. | 


Bur every Child of Gop makes it his chief 
Care to guard his Heart, and guide his Thoughts, 
A true Chriſtian by his own experimental Know- 
ledge, is acquainted with the many Breaches and 
Deſolations made in the Soul, both by open Ene- 
mies and ſecret Rebels; nd therefore furniſheth 
himſelf daily with holy Wiſdom and Watchful- 
neſs; with Experience and Dexterity in this great 
Spiritual Affair of Guarding and Guiding his _ 
We may take a View of this his Wiſdom in go- 


e his Thoughts, in theſe Points: 


1. Is a timely Diſcovery and wiſe Defeatment 
of Satan's Stratagems; whether he deal by Sug- 
geſtions raiſed from the Occaſions, and Advantages 
of his Temper and natural Conſtitution, of his 
temporal State, of his Infancy, or Growth, Weak- 
neſs ar Strength in Chriſtianity ; of the Condition 
of his Calling, Company, Place where he lives, 
or the like; or whether he come with his own 
more fearful immediate Injections, which he 
ſometimes preſents in his own Likeneſs: As when 
he caſts into the Chriſtian's Mind Doubts about 
the I ruth of Heaven, and of divine and heavenly 
Truth; concerning the Certainty and Being of all 
the Majeſty and Glory above. Mark here the 
Carriage of Gon's Child, he doth not wreſtle 
with theſe hell-bred Thoughts, he ſets not his na- 
tural Reaſon upon them; but at the very firlt 
Approach, abandons them to the Pit of Hel! 
whence they came; he prays, repents, and is 
humbled by them, and thence clearly fees they are 
none of his; and fo in Deſpight of ſuch deviliſh 
Malice, walks on comfortably in the Way to 


„ If Satan ſpeed not in this black * 
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he at other Times puts on the — an Angel: 
And perhaps may bring into his Remembrance, 
even good Things, but out of Time, that he may 
hinder him of ſome greater Good. As at the Preach- 
ing of the Word, he may caſt into his Mind, godly 
Meditations, that ſo he may deprive him of the 
Bleſſings of a profitable Hearer: At the Time of 
Prayer, he may fill his Head with holy Inſtruc- 
tions, that ſo he may cool his Fervency. With 
theſe, and a Thouſand more ſuch Vexations in his 
Thoughts, the Child of Gop is exerciſed. 


2. ANOTHER ſpecial Care the Child of Gop hath 
in guarding his Heart, is to keep out Idleneſs, Va- 
nity of Mind, worldly Sorrow, inward F * 
evil Deſires, Wiſhes without Deliberation. He 
holds a waking and jealous Eye over thoſe many 
Baits, which ſpring from the F ountain of original 
Corruption. He knows full well, if theſe young 
Cockatrices be not cruſhed, if wandring Thoughts 
be not ſtifled when they begin to ſtir, they wall 
firſt envenom the Underſtanding, the Underſtand- 
ing the Will, the Will the Affections, the Aﬀec- 
tions once enraged, and having the Reins (like 
wild Horſes) will carry a Man headlong into a 
World of Wickedneſs. Above all, he makes ſure 
ever to have at Hand, Counter-Poiſons againſt 
thoſe three grand Empoifoners, the Luft of the 
Fleſh, the Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life.” It 
he once let his Thoughts claſp about any of theſe, 
he is gone. Deeply then doth it concern every true 
Chriſfian with Jealouſy and Trembling, narrowly 
to watch the firſt Motions of the Heart; leſt he 
ſhould unawares be caught, and enſnared in the 
black and accurſed Chain: The firſt Link of 
which, grows out of natural Corruption, and the 
laſt reacheth the Heighth of Sin, and Depth of 
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ABOUT the breeding of Sin, we may ſee four 
Links, James i. 14, 15. Firſt, an idle Thought 
ins to draw the Heart aſide from the Preſence 
of Gon, to a Survey of the Pleaſures of Sin. Se- 
condly, it puts on a Bait; allures and entices, 
holding a Conference with the Will, about the 
Sweetneſs of Pleaſures, Riches, and Honours. 
Thirdly, the Will accepts of the Motions, con- 
ſents, and fore-caſts for the Accompliſhment, the 
Affections add Heat and Strength, the Heart travels 
with Iniquity; and ſo at Length, Fourthly, by the 
Help of Opportunity, Sin is brought forth. A- 
gain, about the Growth and Perfection of Sin, we 
may ſee other four Links, Heb. iii. 12. Firſt, by 
often Iteration of the Act of Sinning, the Heart is 
hardened; ſo that no Terror of Judgment, nor 
Promiſe of Mercy will enter. Secondly, it be- 
comes an evil Heart, and is wholly turned into 
Sin; it drinks up Iniquity like Water. Thirdly, 
it grows an unfaithful Heart, and then a Man be- 
ins to fay within himſelf, there is no God, at 
feaſt, in Reſpect of Providence, and Care over the 
World: He bids him depart from him, and fays to 
him; I defire not the Knowledge of thy Mays; Who 
is the Almighty, that I ſhould ſerve Him? Or what 
Profit ſhould I have, if I ſhould pray unto Him? 
Fourthly follows an utter Falling- away from Gon, 
and all Goodneſs, without all Senſe, Check, or 
Remorſe; and fo immediately from this Heighth of 
Sin, into the fierceſt Flame and loweſt Pit of Hell. 
You ſee in what Danger he is, that gives Way unto 
his firſt finful Motions. 


LAasSTLY, a principal Employment of holy 
Wiſdom in guarding the Thoughts, is in giving 
Entertainment unto the good Motions of Gop's 
Spirit, and in furniſhing and ſupplying the Mind 
with' Store of profitable Meditations, For as un- 

regenerate 
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ir regenerate Men give eaſy Paſſage to worldly 
it Thoughts, but ſuppreſs Stirrings and Inclinations 
e to godly Sorrow, Repentance and Sincerity (as 
2 though they were Temptations to Preciſeneſs:) 

85 contrarily Gop's Child labours by all Means to 
e ſtop the Way to the firſt ſinful Thoughts, and 
8. embraces all the Motions of Gop's Spirit, war- 
. ranted and grounded in his Word: He highly eſ- 
e teems them, cheriſheth them with ſpiritual Joy, 
ls and Thankfulneſs of Heart, with Prayer, Medita- 
e tion, and Practice. ä | 


 Bes1Dts this Care of entertaining and nouriſh- 
ing good Motions, he is provident to treaſure up 
Store of good Matter for the continual Exerciſe of 
his Mind: leſt his Soul ſhould be taken up with 
Trifles and Vanity. He is much grieved, if he 
find at any Time his Heart carried away with 
tranſitory Delights, and unprofitable Thoughts, or 
muſing impertinently, and gazing upon the paint- 
ed — vaniſhing Glory of the World: Eſpetially 
ſince there is ſuch plentiful and precious Choice of 
Meditations, obvious to every Chriſtian, able to fill 
with endleſs Contentment all the Underſtandings 
of Men and Angels forever. Thus far of the Care 
of the true Chriſtian, in watching over and guid- 
ing his Thoughts; which is a ſpecial Mark of Dif- 
terence from all States of Unregeneration : For the 
Regenerate only keep the Tenth Commandment, 
which rectifies the inward Motions of the Heart. 


LasTLY, Gop's Child is diſtinguiſhed from 
the formal Hypocrite, in Reſpect of the Iſſue of 
his Thoughts. Not the Hypocrite only is diſcon- 
tented and uneaſy; but the moſt comfortable Soul, 
is never in ſuch perpetual Serenity, but that it is 
ſometimes overclouded, heavy, and inwardly dif- 
quieted with its own * or 2 
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of Satan. But mark the Difference: Diſcontent in 
the Mind of the formal Hypocrite is either appeaſ- 
ed by ſome worldly Comfort; by outward Mirth; 
diverted by Company and Pleaſures, or compoſed 
by worldly Wiſdom. But heavy "Thoughts in 
Gov's Child, at length being mingled with Faith, 
and managed with ſpiritual Wiſdom, by the Grace 
of Gop, break out into fairer Lightenings of Com- 
fort, greater Heat of Zeal, more lively Exerciſe of 
Faith, gracious Speeches, and many bleſſed Reſo- 


lutions. 


Ix the fourth Place, the Word of Gop is not 
ſeated with a ſaving Power in the Affections of the 
formal Hypocrite. . 


SOME good Affections even in Relation to ſpi- 
ritual Things, may be found in the State of formal 
Hypocriſy; but they are not deeply implanted in 
the Heart; neither ſeaſoned with that Vigour of 
faving Grace, which ſhould guide their Purpoſes, 
with Chearſulneſs and T rue-heartedneſs, to the 
Advancement of Gop's Glory. Such as a reſpect- 
ful Obſervation of Gop's Meſſengers: Of which 
there are two Sorts. | 


I. SOME are like thoſe falſe Prophets, zel. xii. 
there you ſhall have their Character; who cry Peace, 
Peace, unto the Conſciences of unholy Men, when 
there is no Peace; who, inſtead of ſtriking home 
unto the Heart of Prophaneneſs, with a particular 
Application of that two-edged Sword, ſow Pillows 
under Men's Elbows, with the unpiercing Smooth- 
neſs of their general heartleſs Diſcourſes; who en- 
large the ſtrait Gate, and ſtrew the Way to Life 
with Violets and Roſes, Delicacics and Pleaſures; 
feed many hollow Hearts with falſe Hopes, fill the 
Ears of Fools with ſpiritual Flatterics; 'and many 

Times 
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Times fearfully beſmear over with their untemper- 
ed Mortar of a/ Mercy, the crying Sins of the Time; 
make ſad the Hearts of the Righteous and Sincere, 
whom the LorD hath not made fad; and many 
Times proclaim thoſe to be Hypocrites, preciſe, or 
the like, whom Go and his Word acquit and 


juſtify. "They bereave the Sword of the x of 


its Edge, Sin of its Sting, and Gop of his Juſtice: 
By Bleſſing where he Curſes, and promiſing a 
Crown of Life to carnal Livers. They /trengthen 
(ſeith the Prophet) the Hands of the IWicked, that 
he ſhauld nat return from his Way, by promiſing him 
Life. For Want of experimental Skill in the My- 
ſteries of Godlineſs, they many Times ſpeak Peace 
to thoſe Hearts, which are ſo far from being en- 
kindled with the Fire of Gop, that they lie drown- 
ed in Bitterneſs againſt Grace and godly Men. For 
the common Conceit of theſe Men is, that civil 
honeſt Men are in the State of Grace, and with- 
out Exception; but true Chriſtians, they either 
conceit to be Hypocrites, and ſo the only Objects 
for their miniſterial Severity; or elſe (though the 
Loxp may pardon perhaps their Singularities, and. 
Exceſſes of Zeal; yet in the mean Time) they take 
away the Comforts of Life, with much unneceſſary 
Strictneſs. 


Now of all others, ſuch Prophets as theſe are 
the only Men with the formal Hypocrite. For 
howſoever they may ſometimes declaim boiſterouſly 
againſt groſs Abominations, (and that is well) yet 
they are no Searchers into, or Cenſurers of Forma- 
lity ; and therefore encourage him to ſit faſter upon 
that ſandy Foundation. So he bleſſes himſelf in 
his Heart, and hopes to be ſaved as well as the 
Preciſeſt. 
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HENCE it is, that he heartily loves the Miniſt 
of theſe Men, becauſe he heals the Wounds of his 
Conſcience, and ſuffers him to walk on merrily to- 
wards the Plagues of Hell, and be damned without 
any Contradiction. Eſpecially, if it be ſet out 
with Gallantneſs of Action, Pomp of Words, and 
Variety of Reading: A proper Uſe of which Helps 
(fo far as they may ſeaſonably contribute to that 
Ins Buſineſs under the Sun, the Work of the 

iniſtry, with the beſt Exactneſs which can poſ- 
fibly be had) I require, and reverence in the M.1- 
ſengers of Gor. For I would have the Work of 
the Loxp honour'd with all Sufficiencies attain- 
able by the Wit and Art of Man, or Grace of 
(30D; fo that they be ſacrificed and ſubordinate to 
his Glory; ſanctified to the Soul of the Owner, 
and Salvation of thoſe that hear him; and not in 
a baſe Manner, made ſerviceable to the now reign- 
mg, Soul-murthering Sin of Self-preaching. 


Bur aſk the Senſe of the Chriſtian in the preſent 
Point, and tho' we be bound to reverence the Gra- 
ces of Gop's Spirit, and to honour commendable 
Parts in whomſoever they are found: Yet afluredly 
he feels himſelf more comforted by one Sermon 
wrought out of a feeling Soul by the Strength of 
Meditation; ſpiritually ſchooled in the Ways of 
Gop, Secrets of Sanctification, and Mcthods of 
Satan; ſupported and ſinewed by the true, natu- 
ral Senſe of the Word of Life ; and enforced with 
the Evidence and Power of the Spirit; than with 
a World of declamatory Diſcourſes; tho oor be 
ftuffed with the Flower of all Arts and Philoſo- 
phies; and conveyed unto the Ear with the Tongue 
of the higheſt Angel in Heaven. So dearly doth it 
prefer one Soul-ſearching Sermon, before the glon- 
rious Pomp of all human Eloquence, 


II. Soux 
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IT. Some other Meſſengers Gop hath, of a more 
noble Temper; who with Faithfulneſs, and Con- 
ſcience, ſeek the Glory of Him that ſent them; 


who heartily conſecrate all the Powers of their 


Souls, with their ſeveral Acquiſitions and Endow- 
ments to the Saving Men's Souls, and Setting them 
forward in the Way of Life; who not without 
a continual godly Jealouſy over their own Infir- 
mities, and deceitful Hearts; nay,” many Times, 
with much Fear and Trembling under the dreadful 
Importancy of their miniſterial Charge, labour to 
preſerve themſelves pure, ſo far as it is poflible, 
from the Blood of all Men; who by the Grace 
of Gop (if Need be) tell even Kings to their 
Faces, and all their Courtiers, with four Hundred 
falſe Prophets, that they are all fearfully and foully 
deluded with a lying Spirit; in a Word, who be- 
ing ſenſible of the Preciouſneſs of Gop's Truth, 
and of the horrible Guilt of ſpiritual Bloodſhed, if 
they ſhould be zeg/igent, or ron-refident; gird their 
Swords upon their "Thighs; ride on, and quit 
themſelves like the Men of Gop ; and, who hav- 
ing their Hearts taught experimentally in the great 
Myſtery of Grace, deliver their Embaſhes with Au- 
thority and Power. 

For beſides more general miniſterial Sufficien- 
cies, there is a Kind of heavenly Wiſdom of wind- 
ing a Man's ſelf, with a practical Inſinuation, into 
the Conſciences of Men; of working Remorſe up- 
on miſs-led and ſenſual Souls, by a ſeaſonable Ap- 
plication of the Law; of winning diſaffected Pafli- 
ons unto the Love of Gop's Ways; of drawing 
bruiſed Hearts with a compaſſionate. Hand unto. the 
Well of Life; of training up Babes in Chriſt, in the 
Paths of Chriſtianity; unto which, if the Man 'of 
Gop do not addreſs his Heart with Uprightneſs, 
Prayer, and Reſolution, he hall never be able to 
purchaſe that Comfort unto his own Soul or Hap- 


pineſs to his Auditory, and that Meaſure of Glory 
unto 
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unto his great Maſter, which one employed in his 
moſt immediate Service, ſhould deſue. 


Give me a Miniſter, admirable for the Pro- 
foundneſs and Variety of Knowledge, for all Kinds 
of Learning, both antient and modern ; yet, ex- 
cept he be ſanctified with an experimental Inſight 
into the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, and into the 
Particularities of that heavenly Science of ſaving 
Souls; (which gives Life and Soul unto our minil- 
terial Function) except he zealouſly endeavour to 
apply himſelf to the various Exigencies of Mens ſpi- 
ritual States; well may he carry away the Credit 
of a great Scholar, but I do not ſee, how he ſhall 
— able to purchaſe in the Hearts and Conſci- 
- ences of diſcerning Chriſtians, the Honour and Re- 
verence of a good Paſtor, 


Tre Opinion, which unregenerate Men gene- 
rally entertain of this ſecond Sort of Gop's Meſ- 
ſengers, is, the very ſame which was in the Heart 
of Ahab againſt Elias and Micbaiab; that they are 
Troublers of I/rael, unfit to propheſie at the Court, 
or in the King's Chapel; peſtilent Fellows, born 
only to diſquiet the World, and vex Men's Con- 
ſciences. | 


WHERE by the Way, let me ſupport the weak 
Reſolutions of faithful Miniſters, by affuring them 
of the Truth of this Principle, in the School of 
Chri/t, confirmed by infinite Experiences: that in 
what Man ſoever, the Power of Grace, undaunted 
Zeal, reſolute Sincerity, are more eminent; the 
more implacable, outrageous, and inflamed Oppo- 
fites ſhall that Man find, whereſoever he lives. But 
let him depend upon it, were there charged upon 
him whole Volumes of Invectives, deviſed by the ex- 
quiſiteſt Malice; yet he is bound to bind them all 

as 
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as a Crown unto his Head, and joyfully to ſeal them 
with Prayer and Patience upon his Heart; as ſo 
many glorious Teſtimonies, not only of his Cou- 
rage in Gop's Cauſe, and Zeal againſt the Cor- 
ruptions of the Time, upon Earth; but alſo of a 
richer Reward in Heaven, a brighter Crown of 


Immortality. 


AND yet, the formal Hypocrite may ſometimes, 
in ſome Sort, reverence the Feremiahs, Michatiahs, 
and Jahn Baptiſis of the Time. I mean thoſe 
Men of Gop, who deliver his Meſſage with Pow- 
er and Demonſtration of the Spirit; who lifting 
up their Voice like a Trumpet, tell the People their 
Tranſgreſſions, and the Houſe of Faceb their Sins. 
And that, for ſuch Cauſes as theſe: 


1. ALL Truth is amiable to ingenious Appre- 
henſions, and if it be mingled with viſible Marks 
of rung” (as Gop's Truth is) no Marvel if 
it draw ſome Reverence from generous Minds, 
tho" not yet ſpiritual. So that the Man, who doth 
ſoundly unfold the Truth, may even in that Re- 

rd grow ſometimes into a reverent Eſtimation 
with unſanctified Men; who, though as yet they 
want all real Intercſt in thoſe bleſſed Tidings, 
which he brings from Heaven; yet reverence him 
for the Majeſty of that Meſſage, which he delivers 
with Integrity and Power. | 


2. AGAIN, as cholerick Diſpoſitions many 
Times, in a barbarous Manner, diſcharge the ut- 
moſt of their Gall againſt all ſincere Profeſſors of 
Grace, eſpecially, the powerful Planters thereof: 
So others there are, who out of a common Hu- 
manity, commiſerate the Oppreſſions of Innocency, 
whereſoever they ſee it groaning, under the Inſo- 


lencies of Cruelty and Malice. And therefore 2 
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the true Miniſter is an eminent Object, whercon Hell Ml 
and the World, execute the Extremity of their 
Rage, theſe milder-temper'd Men, though they dy 
not favour his Forwardneſs; yet cannot but lock ( 
upon him with pitying Eyes. Nay, when they Wl 
further conſider, that he is ſo deſpitefully loaden MI ; 
with Wrongs and Indignities, for no other Cauſe, Wl h 
but that he labours to pull Souls out of the Nevil's Ml ( 
Mouth, they are forced to reverence thoſe Reſolu- Ml 1 
tions of his, as venerable Impreſſions of Divinity; X! 
though they cannot away with the Strictneſs of his 
Ways, or heartily love his Singularity. 


3- THIRDLY, If a Man be greedy of Applauſe, 
he may thew Reſpect to theſe faithful Meſſengers 
of God, out of Ambition, to wind himſelf into 
the Affections of that Kind of People, who ate 
nick-nam'd Puritans; eſpecially, if he live where 
godly Men (if any Place be fo bleſt) bear the great- 
eſt Sway. There, becauſe otherwiſe he cannot 
hold Correſpondence with the Opinions of 
the Beſt, he concurs with them (for his Credit-ſake) 
in outward Eſtimation, and countenancing of the 
Miniſtry. Yea, and beſides there may be (which 
may be a further Means'to draw on this Reverence) 
even a true ſecret Deſire in unſanRihed Hearts, to 
purchaſe the good Opinion of a gracious Man, al- 
though they will by no Means join with him in 
vincerity, either in Judgment, or Practice. 


4. FouRTHLyY, This Reverence towards the 

beſt Miniſters, that may for a Seaſon, poſſcſs the 
Heart of the formal Hypocrite, may alſo ſpring from 
that Command, which the Word of Gop, preſt 
with Power, doth exerciſe over Men's Conſciences. 
From the piercing Light of Divine Truth, which 
ſometimes ruſhes like a Flaſh of Lightning, from 


the Mouth of the Miniſter, into the very inmoſt 
Cloſets 
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Cloſets of his Heart. Or from a ſuperficial Senſe, 
of thoſe Refreſhments, which by their Miniſtry 
are ſhed into troubled Souls; and are conveyed 
(through Chriſt's bloody Wounds) into the gaſping 
Agonies of bleeding Hearts. Though that preci- 
ous Blood never melted his Marble Heart; yet he 
hath a Kind of glimmering Hope (but from falſe 
Grounds) that a Paſkon of ſuch invaluable Price, 
will not be reſtrained, before he have his-Part in the 
Purchaſe. 


Bor whenceſoever it ſprings, this Reverence to 
Gop's faithful Meſſengers, in the formal Hypo- 
crite, is ordinarily turned into Heart- riſing againſt 
them, in theſe three Caſes: | 


FirsT, when by the Guidance of an holyWiſ- 
dom, they firſt begin to lay about them, with the 
Hammer of the Law, amongſt a Number of ſtony 
Hearts, and to lay it on with full Weight upon the 
hairy Scalp of every one which hates to be reform- 
ed; when he feels they wield that two-edg'd Sword, 
with Power, and ſend it home with a fearleſs and 
faithful Hand, even into the very Center of a 
ſeared Conſcience, and to the Heart of Prophane- 
neſs and Rebellion; when he finds by Experience, 
that Men can have no Eaſe nor Reſt under their 
Miniſtry ; but they are ſtill grating upon their gui 
t — and tormenting them before their 

ime; then he begins to cool the Heat, and rebate 
the Edge of his Eſtimation. A Diſtaſt againſt ſuch 
poiſonous Proceeding, as he calls it, begins to juſtle 
out that former Reverence. And hereupon you 
ſhall hear him ſometimes break out againſt them in 
this Manner, (eſpecially when himſelf hath been 
lately galled upon the Sore) : | 


«© THOUGH 
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« Though I take ſuch and ſuch to be well. 
&« meaning and honeſt Men, and can be content 
to hear them now and then; yet methinks they 
% marr all with too much Judgment, and prefling 
cc the Law with that Peremptorineſs and Rigour. 
CC] do not like that they ſhould aſſume and exer- 
ec ciſe ſuch Severity and Imperiouſneſs over Men's 
« Conſciences. This Doctrine how far a Man 
« may go, and yet be damn'd, is able to drive 
« Men to Deſpair. They fo ſtraiten the Way to 
« Heaven; as though none ſhould be ſaved but the 
« Brethren, (as now they call one another.) By 
<« ſuch affrighting Sentences, they may make ſuch 
« Wounds in weak Conſciences, as they will 
« never after bind up, and cloſe.” 


I wouLD not, for a World, give any Shadow 
of Juſtification, to the unſeaſonable Terrifying of 
any trembling Conſcience: Gop forbid. It were 
prodigious Cruelty to pour the Wine of Wrath into 
the mournſul Groanings of a bruiſed Spirit. And 
that Hand was hewn out of the hardeſt Rock, 
which can apply a Corroſive to a bleeding Soul. 
As I dare not, upon Penalty of Anſwerableneſs for 
the Blood of their Souls, cry, Peace, Peace, to 
unholy Men: So I infinitely defire to convey the 
warmeſt Blood that ever heated the Heart of Chri/:; 
the ſweeteſt Balm, that ever dropt from the Pen of 
the bleſſed Spirit, upon the ſacred Leaves of the 
Book of Life; the deareſt Mercies, that ever rolled 
together the Bowels of Gop's tendereſt Compaſii- 
ons, into every broken and wounded Heart. For 
as Promiſes of Salvation to a Worldling, are like 
Honour to a Fool: So Terrors of the Law to 3 
truly humbled Penitent, are as Snow in Summer, 
and Rain in Harveſt, | 


AND 
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AND I hope all the wiſe Ambaſſadors of God, 
make Conſcience of a ſeaſonable Revealing unto 
the Sons of Men, that higheſt and tranſcendent 
Excellency of their Maſter's Mercy. Many glo- 
rious Expreſſions whereof, ſtamped by his own 
Hand, ſhine moſt viſibly to every underſtanding 
Eye, both in this and the other World, infinitely 
beyond all created Comprehenſions; in all the 
Paſlages of his Book; in thoſe joyful Palaces of 
Heaven; in the many capital Characters of his 
Goodneſs, which we may run and read in every 
Leaf, and Page, and Line of this great Volume of. 
Nature; in the hourly Compaſſions to his Crea- 
tures; in thoſe angelical Guards about his Choſen; 
but principally, in the Paſſion of his Son. And 
theſe three Occaſions eſpecially exact from them 
a Diſcovery of this bottomleſs Depth. 


1. FiRsT, when they open unto their People 
his Divine Attributes, — then is to march fore- 
moſt, and to take up her Seat in the higheſt Throne; 
as the faireſt Flower in his Garland of Majeſty, the 
brighteſt Ray, that iſſues out of that unapproachable 
Light, the lovelieſt Gemm that crowns all his 
boundleſs Glory. 


2. SECONDLY, in their ordinary Diſcoveries of 
the Damnableneſs of Men's States, they muſt 
wiſely mingle ſome Lightnings of the Goſpel with 
the Thundrings ,of the Law. When they are 
diving obſtinate Sinners towards the Brink of 
Deſpair, they muſt ſhed into their ſinking Souls 
ſome Glimpſes of Mercy, upon Condition of A- 
mendment, and Hopes of Pardon, in Caſe of Pe- 
nitency, Hopeleſs Hearts afflict themſelves with 
much Horror ; which if Satan once ſee, he plies 
the Advantage: He ſtrongly ſuggeſts, that though 
the Gates of Grace ſtand wide open till the Sun of 

Vox. VII. Y the 
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the natural Life be ſet; yet with him the Caſe is 
altered: For his gracious Day is expired, and al- 
ready paſt, that though the Blood of the unſpotted 
Lamb, upon Repentance, ſaved even the Souls 
of thote that ſpilt it; yet it belongs not to him: 
Though the Promiſes of Life be, without Limi- 
tation, yet he hath no Part in them; his Name is 
not written in the Book of Life; he is a Reprobate. 


M1NISTERS then muſt meet with Satan, and 
labour by all Means to preſerve the Hope of Par- 
don in heavy Hearts. If there be no Hope of be- 
ing received to Grace, there will be no Deſire of 
Grace. They muſt be taught, that there are two 
Ways out of the dreadful Viſitations of Conſci- 
ence. They may either follow Judas, and fo poſt 
out of the Hell of a deſpairing Conſcience, to the 
Hell of Fire and Brimſtone; (which Gop forbid) 
or elſe they may track Chri/t Jeſus, bleſſed for e- 
ver, by his bloody Drops unto the Crofs, which 
is the right Path, and as Gop would have it. If 
they take the Firtt Way, it were better a Thou- 
fand Times, if they had never had any Being: 
But if they take the Second, are bleſt that e- 
ver they were born. Never did tender-hearted 
Mother ſo ſweetly lull her deareſt Infant in her 
Boſom, as the Son of Gop doth in ſuch a Caſe 
bend his bruiſed Body, even to the Expreflion of 
bloody Drops, with lovelieſt Embracements and 
Compaſſions, to heal and bind up ſuch broken 
Hearts. Nay, (This is only a Pearl for true Peni- 

tents : let no Swine * upon it, or Stranger 
take it up) his precious Blood is made (as it were) 
more precious, by covering crimſon Sins; if a 
Ground be firſt ſoundly laid with Tears of true 
Repentance. And Gop Himſelf then longs the 
moſt to ſhew Mercy, when it is neareſt to be ut- 
terly deſpaired of. Oh! He holds Himſelf honour- 
ed, when a poor Soul miſerably mangled, by Sa- 


tan's 
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tan's Malice and Wounds of Sin, comes bleeding 
and weeping to the Throne of Grace for Pardon 
and Comfort. He cannot poſſibly be better pleaſ- 
ed: He thinks Nothing too dear for ſuch an one; 
were it a Draught of the Heart's Blood of his own 
Son; be it the delicious Manna of his deareſt Mer- 
cies, or the moſt raviſhing Comforts of that bleſied 


Spirit. | 


3. THiRDLy, the moſt proper Object of God's 
Commiſeration, is a broken and contrite Spirit. 
And therefore, the Seaſon for the Miniſters of 
Gor to rain down refreſhing Showers of Mercy 
from the Throne of Grace, is, when Mens Hearts 
are ſcorch'd with that devouring Wrath, which 1s 
a conſuming Fire, and eagerly Gaſp for Grace, as 


the thirſty Land for Rain. Let the Power of the 


Law firſt break and bruiſe, which is a neceſſary 
Preparative for the Plantation of Grace; and then 


pour in (and ſpare not) the precious Oil of E- 
vangelical Comfort. But many marr all, wich 


miſling this Method, either for Want of Sanctifica- 
tion in themſclves, or Skill to manage their Ma- 
ſter's Buſineſs, "They bleſs, where Gop Himſelf 
doth curſe. Our dear Redeemer, that great Mi- 
niiter of the Goſpel, tcacheth another Leſſon, and 
told us, when He was upon Earth, that the LoRD 
had anointed Him to preach good Tidings. But 
to whom? Unto the Poor, to bind up'the Broken- 
hearted, to preach Deliverance to the Captives, to 
comfort all that mourn, to ſet at Liberty them 
that are bruiſed; to put a fairer Flame into the 


imoaking Flax, and more Strength into the bruiſ- 


ed Reed; to take off with his own Hand, the 
Burthen from thoſe, that groan under the Wei hit 
of their Sins, and to cool their fainting Souls with 
his ſaving and ſacred Blood. | 
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BrviseD Spirits and mournful Souls only ate 
capable of the Comforts of Divine Compaſſion. 
The wiſe Ambaſladors of Gop then, may be bold 
in this Point. They have their Warrant under 
the Broad Seal of Heaven. If they find the Mi- 
niſtry of the Word hath wrought true Remorſe, 
and that the Hammer of the — hath ſtricken 
through the Iron Sinews of Pride; if they meet 
with Hearts touch'd to the Quick, let them lull 
ſuch weary Souls in the ſofteſt Arms of "Tender- 
neſs. Let fuch Mourners in Sion know, that it they 
wait but a little with Patience, and unutterable 
Groans, they ſhall have Eaſe, and drink their Fills 
out of the River of the Pleaſures of Gop. Net a 
very little While, and He that ſhall come will come 
and ui not tarry; and when He comes, He will 
bring with Him a Pardon writ by God's own 
Hand, with the Blood of Crit. 


THese Things are ſo. God's Meſſengers are 
Miniſters of Mercy, in ſuch Points as I have 
mentioned. But not to Formaliſts : Who there- 
fore exclaim againſt them, as though they were 
Doctors of Deſpair, and unmerciful Diſpenſers of 
Damnation. Nay, ordinarily theſe Men exclaim 
more againſt the Preaching of Judgments for Sin, 
than notorious Sinners. For theſe 1 many Times 
(out of a Senſe of their Guiltineſs) confeſs them to 
be juſt; but put them off with a flattering Con- 
ceit, that Gop is merciful; or that will re- 
pent hereafter : But the other juſtiſie themſelves, 
and would gladly perſwade their Hearts, that Ap- 
prehenſions of Terror in ſuch Caſes, ariſe rather 
from the terrifying Zeal of the Preacher, and un- 
ſeaſonable Preſſing of Judgment, than from the 
Sting of their guilty Conſciences, and inviſible 
Finger of an angry Gov. 


2. As k- 
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2. A SECOND Caſe, wherein this Reverence, 
which may ſometimes be found in the formal Hy- 
poctite to Gop's faithful Meſſengers, changeth 
into Heart-riſing againſt them, is; when by the 
ſearching Power of the Word, they have ſingled 
out his Boſom Sin, and have it in Purſuit with all 
thoſe fearful Armies of devouring Plagues. - He can 
approve and applaud general Diſcourſes; yea, his 
Heart may ſometimes even dance within him, to 
hear the Infiniteneſs of God's, Mercy; the Preci- 
ouſneſs of the Promiſes of Life; and ſuch: other 
Points of Comfort, with a paſſionate and powerful 
Eloquence/-exprefled fomething to the Life; nay, 
he may tolerate the Diſcovery of any other Cor- 
ruption, ſo that only his darling Pleaſure be let 
alone. Let us ſuppoſe the Sin of his Boſom to 
be the brutiſh Pleaſures of Unclcanneſs; and that he 
delights in ſpeculative Nantonneſs and Adulteries of 
the Heart. Now in this Caſe, it the Miniſters of 
Gop only take Heed that they touch not this Sore, 
they may be bold, at their Pleaſure, to purſue 
other Sins, with as great Zeal and Deteſtation as 
they will. They may tell the Drun#kard, that he 
is the common Shame of Nature, the great Re- 
proach and Diſgrace of Mankind ; that if he go 
on, his Day is coming, when he ſhall be — 
but not with Wine; he ſhall ſtagger, but not by 
ſtrong Drink; he ſhall be * even with the 
Wrath and Vengeance of Gop. They may tell 
the Stwearer, that he already ſpeaks the Language 
of Hell, and therefore his natural Place is that in- 
ternal Pit. That the Oath is no ſooner out of his 
Mouth, but Sentence of endleſs Death is paſt upon 
him, by that higheſt Judge, which will hold no 
Man guiltleſs that takes his Name in vain. They 
may terrify the Covetous rich Ones of the World 
with thoſe flaming Words of the Apoſtle: Go to 
now, ye rich Men, weep and howl for your —_— 
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that ſhall come upon you. Tour Riches are corrupt, 
and your Garments are Moth-eaten: Your Gold and 
Silver is cankered, and the Ruft of them ſhall be a 
2 againſt you, and ſball eat your Fleſh as it 
were 


ire: Ye have heaped up Treaſure for the laſt 


Days. And with that other dreadful Doom, 1 Cor. 
vi. 10. No covetous Man ſhall ever come into the 
5 of Gop. They may tell the Perſecutors 
7 the Ways of Gos, that though in the mean 

ime they domineer, with unappeaſable Inſolencies, 
over the Sincerity of the Saints, and proſper for a 
While in the Paſſages of Blood; yet their Damna- 
tion ſleeps not; the Lox D will ſhortly pay them 
Home with the Blood of Wrath and of Jealouſy. 
But come once to that, which we ſuppoſe to be his 
beloved and Boſom- Sin, and he begins to ſtart: then 
he is quite loſt for any longer Love that Way; all 
is utterly marr'd for any more Reſpect to Miniſters 
of that Strain. The cold Comfort he conceives by 
fuch plain Dealing, doth quickly quench the Heat 
of his former Affection. The Zeal of the godly 
Miniſter, labouring to cleave his beloved Sin from 
his Boſom by the Sword of the Spirit, doth eaſily 
diſſolye his Reverence, into Hatred, Malice and 
Contempt. 


3. Tip, that Reverence to godly Miniſ- 
ters, which may ſometimes be found in the formal 
Hypocrite, doth grow into Diſtaſt when they preſs 
them by the pony Application of ſome quickning 
Scriptures, to a Fervency in Spirit, Purity of 
Heart, Singularity above ordinary and moral Per- 
fections, and a ſacred Violence in Purſuit of the 
Crown of Life; to an holy Strictneſs, extraordi- 
nary Striving to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, and 
tranſcendent Eminency over the formal Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees; to a nearer 
Familiarity with Gop, by Prayer, daily Exami- 
nation of the Conſcience, private >": 
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to a narrow Watch over the Stirrings and Imagina- 
tions of the Heart, and Expreſſion of Holineſs in 
all the Paſſages of both their Callings, Zealouſneſs 
18 a Counter - Poiſon to the 5 — Potion of 
Lukewarmnefs, and to other ſet and ſolemn Exer- 
ciſes of Mortification. Points of this Nature, are 
ordinarily unto him ſo many ſecret Seeds of Indig- 
nation and Diſcontent; and many Times breed in 
his Heart Exaſperation and Eſtrangement; if not 
Meditations of Perſecution and Revenge. Sanc- 
tification, Preciſenefs, Purity, Striatneſs, Power 
of Godlineſs, Spiritual Men, Holy Brethren, Saints 
in Chrift, Faſting, Mortifying Hamiliatitns, and 
ſuch like, are commonly to' Men of this Temper, 
Terms of ſecret Terror, and open Taunting: Here- 
upon it is, that if they take the Child of Gop 
tripping in the leaſt Infirmity (againſt which' too 
he ſtrives and prays with many Tears) fipping,on- 
ly in ſome unadviſed Paſſage, and that (perhaps) 
not for want of Conſcience, but Acquaintance 
with the World; I fay if they take him tardy but 
in ſome ſuch leſſer Point; then they cry out: G5 
The ſeare your Men of the Spirit! Theſe are the hely 
Brethren ! You ſee now what they are, when Mat- 
ters come out, and their Dralings are diſcovered !. 


I am perſwaded there was never poor perſecuted 
Word, ſince Malice againft God frft ſeized upon 
the damned Angels, that paſſed through the 
Mouths of all Sorts of unregenerate Men, with 
more Diſtaſte than the Name of Puritan doth at 
this Day; Which notwithſtanding as it is com- 
monly meant, is an honourable Nick-Name of 


Chriſtianity. And yet for all this, I dare ſay there 


is none of them all, but when they ſhall come un- 
to their Beds of Death, but (except the Lord ſuf- 
fer them to fall into the fiery Lake with ſenſeleſs 


Hearts, and ſeared Conſciences) would * ten 
| ou- 
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thouſand Worlds to change their former Courſg 
of Vanity, into the holy Preciſeneſs of a Puritan, 


va od | | } yi ed 10 

On! when the Heavens ſhall fhrivel together like 
a. Scroll, and the whole Frame:of Nature flame a- 
bout their Ears; when the mighty Hills ſhall fart 
out of their Places, and the Wicked call upon this 
Mountain, and that Rock, to fall upon them; when 
as no Dromedary of Left, nor Wings of the 
Morning ſhall be able to carry them out of the 
Reach of Gop's revenging Hand; no Top of Car- 


mel, no Depth oſ Sea, or Bottom of Hell, to hide 


them from, the, Preſence, of Him, which fits upon 
the Throne; no Arms of Fleſh, or Armies of An- 
gels to protect them from theſe infinite Rivers of 
rimſtone, which ſhall be kept in everlaſting Flame 
the Anger of Gon: When their poor Souls 
Ball infinitely defire rather to hide forever in the 
molt abhorred State of Annihilation, than to be- 
come the ever- living Objects of that unquenchable 
Wrath, which the mall never be able either to a- 
void or abide; I fay, at that dreadful Day, (and 
that Day will come) what would they give for that 


Purity, which they now perſecute. 


Nay, I verily think, there are no deſperate Deſ- 
piſers of Godlineſs, who now hold Holineſs to be 
Hypocriſy, but, when the Pit of Deſtruction hath 
once ſhut her Mouth. upon them, and they are 
ſunk down into that Dungeon of Fire, would be 
content with all their Hearts to live a Million of 
Years, as preciſely as ever Saint d:d upon Earth to 
redeem but one Moment of that intolerable helliſh 
Torture; the Extremity of which they muſt en- 
dure without Remedy, Eaſe or End. 


Tus far I have diſcovered ſome Grounds 


whereupon the formal Hy pocrite may rogue 
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Gop's faithful Meſſengers; and ſome Caſes where- 
in he ordinarily grows by little and little into Diſ- 
affection, if not Perſecution. Now take Notice of 
ſme Reaſons, more peculiar to the Chriſtian, of 
that hearty Reverence towards godly. Miniſters, 
which is deeply rooted in his Heart. | 


Ox x for Fear of miſtaking, let me propoſe this 
Premonition by the Way. In this Reverence to the 
ſincereſt Paſtors, I conſider Gop's Child in his or- 
dinary Courſe of ſanctiſied Carriage, and kindly 
Temper of his ſpiritual Conſtitution; the current 
of Chriſtianity running clear between them. For 
ſometimes the purer Streams of their Chriſtian 
Love may for a Time be troubled: with ſome over- 
flowing Paſſions, or the mutual Reſpects one unto 
another, dammed up by the Devil's Malice. | 


Ir is clear by too many Experiences, that Dif- 
ferences ariſe betwixt God's deareſt Children, 
eſpecially about Things indifferent; which breed 
many Times (except there be a great Deal of hum- 
ble Charity on both Sides) ſome Averſion and Cold- 
neſs in the Affections. etimes alſo Alienation 
is wrought upon their Affections, without Diſſen- 
ſion in Opinion. Satan gains very much by the 
Diſunion of Chriſtians and therefore he 
leaves no Way unattempted, to fet ſuch at Odds. 
And all Sorts of prophane Men cannot be better 
pleaſed, or the bleſſed Spirit of good Men more 

rieved, than to ſee and hear Gop's Children, who 
o plead for Love and Peace, to be at Variance, 
and to cenſure one another. It infinitely therefore 
concerns all thoſe, which have given their Names 
to Chrift, to labour every Way to keep the —_ 
of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. I never read, 
without Amazement, the Falling out of that glori- 


ous Pair of Workmen in the Lokp's Harveſt, _ 
an 
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and Barnabas, Acls 15. 39. The Matter of Dif. 
ference betwixt them was not great; and yet it 
grew to that Head, that it parted them. If two 
ttrong and tall Cedars were ſhaken fo ſhrewdly; 
how much Need have lower Shrubs, weaker Chris- 
tians, to ſtand upon their Guard, againſt the in- 
bred Stubbornneſs of their Nature, and malicious 
Incurſions of Satan in this Kind? 


Tais premiſed, I proceed to the Diſcovery of 
ſome Motives of Reverence to godly Miniſters, 
more peculiar to God's Children. 


1. Evexy faithful Miniſter is to every Chriſtian 
under his Charge, and within the Exerciſe and 
Enjoyment of his Miniſtry, either a ſpiritual Father, 
or a ſpiritual Tutor; a bleſſed Inſtrument, either 
of Plantation, or Preſervation of Grace; cither of 
the firſt happy Inſpiration, or the comfortable Con- 
tinuance of Piritual Life; either he hath begot him 
unto God, by the immortal Seed, or 1 
up in Godlineſs, by the ſincere Milk of the Word, 
if he be a Babe in Chrift; or ſtronger Meat, if he 
be a confirm'd Chriſtian. Now what Reverence 
and inflam'd Affection, the Conſideration of ſuch 
invaluable Benefits cnkindle in the tender Heart 
of a Chriſtian, none can conceive, but that Man, 
who knows by happy Experience, what a bleſſed 
Change it is to be reſcued out of the Devil's Bon- 
dage; from the Curſe of Sin and Horror of Con- 
ſcience, into the Liberty of the Saints; and what 
a happy Thing it is afterward to have his Jonging 
Soul continually fed, and filled with the good b ood 
of Immortality. A joyful Senſe then of theſe pre- 
cious Privileges, in which no unregencrate Man 
hath either Part or Fellowſhip, is a moſt powerful 
Motive to the Chi iſtian, to obſerve: with an hearty 


Revcrence thoſe Men of Gop, whom he acknow- 
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it. MW vageth to be the Inſtruments, divinely qualified 
r the Conveyance and Continuance of them upon 
WO his Soul. =— F -| = 


ic 2. CHRISTIANS feelingly receive into their 
Hearts, and graſp in the Hand of Faith, all thoſe 
us Comforts, which the Man of Gop, by his mini- 
terial Commiſſion, reaches unto them out of the 
Book of Life. "Thoſe glorious Promiſes of Immor- 
of W tility, which ſpring out of the bottomleſs and bound- 
rs, WI 1: Fountain of God's infinite Compaſſions, and 
ſtream thorough the bloody Wounds of our bleſſed 
Redeemer, are directly convey'd by the Hands of 
in MW fuch an holy Man, Chriſt's Angel, into their ſanc- 
dM tify'd Hearts; Veſſels purged and prepar'd by the 
„Power of Grace, for ſuch Infuſions of heavenly 
er MW Glory. Whereby at many Sermons they bathe 
of Wl their drooping and thirſty Souls in the Well of Life, 
n- Wl and ſweetly Fink out of the Rivers of the Pleaſures 
of Gop. Hence the Feet of God's faithful Meſ- 
ſengers are ſo beautiful in the Eyes of diſcerning 
Chriſtians, that they entertain them in their Aﬀec- 
tions as Angels of GoD; nay, in an holy Senſe, 
even as Chri/t Jeſus Himſelf. Whereas to World- 
lings, they appear to be the very Filth 4 the IVeorld, 
and Off-ſcouring of all Things; becauſe they have 
no Meſſages unto them from Almighty Gop, but 
Lamentations, Mournings, and I be. 


Bur now in this Point of particular Application, 
and Fruition; while the Miniſter of Gop is deal- 
ing unto humbled Hearts, out of the rich Treaſu 
of Gop's Mercies, the ſacred Streams of Chri/f's 
precious Blood, Forgiveneſs of Sins, Comforts of 
Godlineſs, Earneſts of Immortality, not the beſt 
of unregenerate Men have any Part, or Acquain- 
tance, Only ſome confuſed Glimmerings of Light, 
may ſometimes ſuddenly glance upon their * 
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but it doth not reſt in their Hearts, like the Son 
of Righteouſneſs in ſanctify'd Souls, to the Heat- 
ing of them with that ſtrong and victorious Love, 
which neither the whole Sea of the World's Bit- 
terneſs, nor all the Floods of Perſecution, can 
quench; with that laſting Comfort, which ſhines 
brighteſt amidſt the greateſt Darkneſs of outward 
Miſeries; and that inflam'd Zcal, which gathers 
Reſolution and Vigour, from Diſgraces and Oppo- 
ſitions. And therefore their Reverence, and thank- 
ful Reſpect unto Gop's ſpiritual Almoners, cannot 
poſſibly be ſo. kindly : For they are but By- ſtand- 
ers. Whereas God's Children ſweetly fill their 
Souls with that immortal Food, and from every 
ſuch Feaſt, carry away as much as they can poſſibly 
graſp in the Hand of Faith. A ſecond ſpecial Mo- 
tive then, to draw a thankful Reverence from Chri- 
ſtians towards godly Miniſters, is, their ſpecial 
Intereſt in all thoſe glad Tidings of good Things, 
which are at any Time revealed unto them, by 
the; powerful Diſcoveries of the Goſpel of Peace, 
and thoſe glorious Graces, that ſhine unto us in the 


Face of Chri/t Feſus. 


3. Every Commandment from God's bleſſed 
Spirit is right dear and precious to all ſanctified 
Souls; to which they yield an hearty and unreſery- 
ed Obedience and Love, tho' not in Fulneſs of 
Perfection; and that, though it directly croſs their 
carnal Affections, and many Times interrupt their 
worldly Comforts: But all Sorts of unregene- 
rate Men ſubmit their Aﬀections to the Laws of 
Gop, with their own ſenſual Reſervations, and 
ever with a ſecret Subordination to their Boſom- 
Sin. Now we have a Precept from the Holy 
Spirit, to honour faithful Miniſters, with a ſingu- 
lar Reverence and Love: 1 Th. v. 12, 13. Aud 


we beſeech you, Brethren, to know them which labour 
among 
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among you, and are over you in the Lok, and ad- 
moniſh you: And to efteem them very highly in Love, 


for their Works Sake. If there were no other Mo- 


tive to a regenerate Heart, this one Conſideration, 
that it is an Injunction of Heaven, were able to 
produce in it, a truly-loving Acknowledgment, and 
awful Obſervation of them. Which (becauſe it 
ſprings from the Love of Gop, and Affection to his 
Word, muſt needs be ſincere, rooted, and laſting. 
But the beſt unregenerate Hearts cannot poſſibly 
conceive any ſuch Flame of dear Affection to godly 
Miniſters, from a meer Commandment of Almigh- 
ty God: And had they no other Ground, but a 
bare Charge from God's Spirit, they would be in 
their beſt Temper, but heartleſs and cold this Way. 


BEFORE I paſs on, take Notice of the Qualifi- 
cation of thoſe Miniſters, to whom this lovin 
Reverence is due. They are ſuch as are deſcrid' 
by Paul, in the fore-cited Places, where he en- 


joins ſuch ſpecial Love, Hold ſuch in Reputation, 


(faith he) Phil. ii. 29. he means ſuch as Epaphrodi- 
tus was: And he honours him, in that Chapter, 
with many worthy Epithets, and a Teſtimony of 
much Worth. 1. That he was a Brother in the 
Lokp, that is, a true Chriſtian. 2. His Com- 
panion in Labour a laborious Workman in the 
Lord's Harveſt. 3. His Fellow-Soldier 3 cou- 
rageous and reſolute, againſt the Adverſaries of 
Gop's Truth, and all Oppoſition, ver. 25. 4. That 
he long'd after, and loved his Flock with a com- 
paſſionate Tender-heartedneſs, ver. 26. 5. That 
the Work of Chrift was more dear unto him than 
his Life. In the x 75% v. 13. the miniſterial 
Work is the Load-ſtone, mention'd by the Apoſtle, 
which ſhould draw ſuch honourable Regard from 
our Hearers. Efteem them very highly in Love, 
(faith he) * their Waork's Sale. And v. 12. he 
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beſceches the Theſſalonians to take ſpecial Acknow. 
ledgement of thoſe that labour'd amongſt them, and 
admoniſh'd them. Working Miniſters then, in 
ſome Meaſure thus qualify'd, are the proper Ob- 
ject of reverent Love. 


BLtssED Paul includes not within the Compaſs 
of this holy Injunction: 1. Any ignorant unlearn- 
ed Miniſters: For the Lorp Himſelf will refuſe 
that Prieſt, which refuſeth Knowledge, Hef. iv. 6. 
2. No idle and unteaching Miniſters, who feed 
themſelves with the Milk, and cloath themſelves 
with the Fleece; but ſuffer their Flock to ſtarve, 
and wallow in their own Blood. 3. No unſkilfull 
Miniſters, who would needs teach, and cannot; 
but are ſo far from dividing the Ii ord o God aright; 
that they hack and mangle it in a aka Man- 
ner. 4. No corrupt Teachers, who mingle with 
the ſincere Milk of the Word, Popiſh Poiſon, Po- 
ſitions of carnal Liberty. 5. No Daubers with 
untemper'd Mortar, or Pillow-Sowers under Men's 
Elbows, who walk politickly, fearfully, and re- 
ſervedly in the Miniſtry. 6. No Sons of Beal, 
good Fellows, as they call them, a Kind of vile, 
contemptible Creatures; the hatefulleſt Objccts to 
an honeſt Eye, of any that walk upon the Farth. N 
diſſolute Preacher is a thouſand Times more hurt- 
ful, than an hundred private Men. 


4. To conclude the Point: Gop's Charge is a- 
nother peculiar Motive to a good Man, to reve- 
rence heartily an holy Miniſter of Gon. The 
very Preſence of an holy Man is wont to produce 

in ſanctiſied Hearts Impreſſions of Affection, Ho- 
nour and Love: Becauſe he is one that ſtands on 
the Loxp's Side, and for the Cauſe of Chrif?. If 
then to the particular Graces of an humble and ho- 
neit Heart, there be an Addition of miniſterial En- 
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dowments for the Salvation of many; what Reve- 
rence and Love, is it able to draw from thoſe, who 
know the Ways of God, and love his Majeſty? 
Hence it was, that the Hearts of the Galatians, 
having taſted the Myſtery of Grace, were carried 
towards Paul with that unexpreſſible Love, that i 
it had been poſſible, they wauld have plucked out their 
own Eyes, and have given them unto him. Nay, they 
received him as an Angel of GroD, yea, as Chriſt Je- 
ſus. Thus tho' carnal Men fee no extraordinary 
Matter in holy Miniſters; yet Chriſtians look up- 
on and reverence their Perſons, as Men upon whom 
the LoRD hath impreſſed ſome remarkable Charac- 
ters of Divinity, and as it were ſome Sparkles and 
Degrees of Majeſty : That ſo with er Autho- 
rity they may publiſh to the Sons of Men the Se- 
crets of Heaven, and with more G execute 
that higheſt Office of the Lozp's Embailadors. 


5. Many more are the peculiar Motives, which 
add Strength, to that Reverence which a good Man 
bears to godly Miniſters; ſuch as theſe: 1. By their 
own experimental Skill, they are able to ſpeak ſea- 
ſonably and comfortably to his Heart, perplexed 
with Croſſes and Hindrances in his Way to Hea- 
yen, as with ſpiritual Deſertions, uncouth, — 
tunate Temptations, Horror for ſome Relapſe, 
of preſent Feeling God's Favour; with Doubts 
about the Soundneſs of his ſpiritual State, blaſphe- 
mous Injections of Satan, Unchearſulneſs at godly 
Exerciſes, Dullneſs in Prayer, Fearfulneſs of a trem- 
bling and tender Conſcience, and other ſuch Diſ- 
treſsful Agonies, ordinarily incident to ſanctified 
Souls, with which unregenerate Men are unexer- 
ciſed, and unholy Miniſters unacquainted. Help 
and Comfort in which Caſes, doth infinitely indear 
the panting. and perplexed Soul to that One of @ 
Thouſand, who ls refreſhing me 
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ſuch ſpiritual Bruiſes, and can ſeaſonably declare un- 


to Man his Righteoujneſs. 


2. By the powerful Execution of their Charge, 
they mightily contradict the Prophanenefs, Igno- 
Trance, and Popiſhneſs of that People and Place 
where they are employed; beat down the Devil's 


Kingdom about his Ears, and put ſcofling //-mae!s 


and Satan's Revellers out of his Heart and Humour: 
Which doth pleaſe that humble Soul, who is truly 
vexed with the domineering Impieties, of thoſe fin- 
tul Wretches amongſt whom he lives. 


3. By the Bleflings of God upon their painful 
Labours, they many Times increaſe the Number, 
inflame the and inſpire with freſh Life the 
Communion of godly Chriſtians about them: 
whereby the Glory of God, good Cauſes and godly 
Exerciſes, are kept on foot and flouriſh. Which 
glorious viſible Effects of their Faithfulneis, create in 
a true hearted Nathanael, incomparably more Love, 
and ſound Content, than the deareſt earthly Delight; 
eſpecially, ſince where ſuch unpreaching and un- 
faithful Miniſters are, he ſees all holy Services run 
to Ruin and Diſgrace; and inſtead thereof an ac- 
curſed Dominion of Ignorance and Prophaneneſs, 
and a Perſecution of Sincerity and Grace ſet up. 


4. Nay, I am perſwaded, were there no other 
Motive at all, this very one Conſideration, that 
theW ithdrawing of 99 and Reſpect, may 
be a Means to leſſen the Power and Profitableneſs 
of his Miniſtry, would be ſufficient, to make a 
a good Man reverence and love a godly Miniſter 
with all his Heart. Where (by the Way) take 
Notice; that a Man's prayerful Reverence, or pro- 


phane Neglect of Gop's Meſſengers, may jultly 
l towards 
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towards him, either inlarge or ſtraiten their Gifts, 
Utterance, and other miniſterial Bleſſings. 


In the laſt Place: Conſider the Confirmation of 
Reverence in a Chriſtian Heart to Gop's faithful 
Meſſengers in thoſe Caſes; wherein the Reſpect of 
the formal Hypocrite is ordinarily turned into Heart- 


riſing. 


FirsT, for the Point of preſſing the Law, and 
Preaching Judgment. 


1. Gop's Child feeling himſelf freed, and pro- 
tected by the Blood and Mediation of the Lamb, 
from the Terror of God's Tribunal, and from the 
Curſe of all the Judgments in his Book; can hear 
and digeſt from a Son of Thunder, the moſt terri- 
ble Denunciations of Damnation againſt Impiety 
and Impenitency, with an humble and holy Tri- 
umph. His Thoughts of Diſſolution, Lying in 
the Grave, Gop's Judgment-ſeat, that laſt and 
dreadful Day, of Hell, Damnation, and thoſe end- 
lefs Flames are not mingled with ſuch flaviſh Hor- 
ror, as is wont to keep the Sons of Pleafure in a 

rpetual Slavery, and to plunge them into many 

its of Impatiency, for being fo tormented before 
their Time. 


2. Taz Denunciation of God's juſt Indigna- 
tion againſt Sin, is wont to beget in ſanctiſied 
Hearts, an Increaſe of Humbleneſs, Bruiſedneſs, 
Brokenneſs, ſpringing from a Conſideration of the 
Curſedneſs of their natural State, and Damnable- 
neſs of their Days of Mn 4 And alſo of Thank- 
fulneſs ariſing out of a Senſe of their glorious De- 
liverance. The former whereof makes Way for 
more Familiarity with .Gop, further Revelation 
of heavenly Secrets, - a comfortable Growth, 
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of all Graces. For the lowlicſt Mind is ever 
higheſt in Gop's Book. The humbleſt Heart 
taſtes the moſt Sweetneſs in the Comforts of God- 
lineſs. The other doth powerfully draw on the 
Continuance and Addition of God's Hleſſings in 
t Abundance. For a reverent Acknowlede: 
ment, and hearty Thankfulneſs for Grace receiy'd 
(as with nobly minded Men, fo infinitely more 
with the moſt merciful Gop) is a ſtrong Motive 
to keep Him gracious ſtill; and both to enlarge 
and ſweeten his Compaſſions and Bounty towards 
us. Conſciouſneſs of which Effects, makes the 
Edge of the Sword of the Spirit, ſeaſona- 

bly applied, welcome to a ſpiritually tempered Soul, 


3. IT is the Property of true Chriſtians, not to 
live in any known Sin, but to carry in their Hearts 
an habitual, ſettled, and chearful Reſolution to 
pleaſe Gop in all Things. Therefore if any more 
ſearching Sermon diſcloſe unto them ſome new 
Depth or Snare of Satan, unacknowledged Cor- 
ruption, or crooked By-Path ; the Omiſſion of 
ſome Duty, or ſome Intermiſſion of the Exerciſe 
of Grace, whereof they did not formerly take No- 
tice, they are ſo far from returning Malice, for ſo 
holy a Meſlage, that they depart Home more joy- 
fully and contentedly ; blefling that happy Hand, 
which came ſo Home unto their Hearts; and hear- 
tily praiſing Gon for that Man of Gop, by whoſe 
Miniſtry he hath enlarged their Knowledge of ſome 
new needful Duty ; or ſome lurking cloſe Infirmi- 
ty; by performing the one, or mortifying the 0- 
ther, they may purchaſe more Comfort to their 
Hearts, more Boldneſs in their Ways, more Cheer- 
fulneſs in Religion, more Familiarity with Gov. 


4. CHRISTIANS deſire to preſerve their Souls 
in Purity and Peace; and therefore are well * 
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ed to have the clear Chryſtal of the Moral Law 
preſented to the Eye of their Underſtandings, by a 
powerful Teacher; that they may labour to have 
their Spots, Pollutions, and ſpiritual Deformities 
waſhed away, by the Blood of Chrift; and ſo ap- 
pear, both more amiable to the Eye of Gop, and 
more comfortable to their own Conſciences. 


5. SEASONABLE and ſerious Meditations upon 
the Purity and Exactneſs of Gop's Commands 
ments, put into them by porn the Law, and 
Application of the ſtrait Line of Gop's righteous 
Judgments, to the Irregularities of their crooked 
Lives, are powerful Means to caſt Chriſtians with 
lowliefſt Proſtration of Heart, into an holy Deteſta- 
tion of themſelves, which is their higheſt Happineſs 
upon Earth; for it draws the glorious Majeſty of 
Heaven with a nearer Reſidence into their humbled 
Souls, and makes them Partakers of that thrice 
precious Promiſe : ſat. lvii. 15. Thus, faith He, 
that is High and Excellent, He that inhabiteth Eter- 
nity, whoſe Name is the Holy One: I dwell in the 
High and Haly-Place: With him alſo that is of 4 
contrite and humble Spirit, to revive the Spirit of the 
Humble, and to give Life to them that are of a con- 
trite Heart. | | . 


* 


6. Gop's Children come unto the Miniſtry of 
the Word with Cornelius's Reſolution, ready to 
liſten with Reverence; and to ſubmit with Since- 
rity unto all Things commanded them from Gop 
by his Meſſenger. They are willing to have the 
whole Counſef of Gop revealed, whether in the 
Revelation of his juſt Wrath againſt Sin; whereby 
they may be kept in Awe and Tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience, in an holy Fear and Obedience unto him; 
or in the comfortable Diſpenſation of Grace and 
Pardon; whereby they poſleſs their Souls in ry 
$$. 8 an 
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and Patience. They are as well content to have 
their Hearts ripp'd up by the Sword of the Spirit; 
as to have their Conſciences refreſhed with the 
Blood of the Lamb. 


Bor it is not ſo with the Wicked: There is 
ever one Commandment or other, which they 
would not willingly have expounded. There is 
fome Sin or other, againſt which they would gladly 
find no Curſe in the Book of God. They are 
pleaſed with Diſcourſes of Mercies, Pardons, and 
Compaſſions; and ſtill cry out for the Cordials of 
the Goſpel; but they will not endure the Corro- 
fives of the Law firſt to conſume and mortify their 
corrupt Fleſh; or ſuffer the Severity of the Judg- 
ments and Divine Vengeance for Sin, to be charg- 
ed upon their guilty 8 Had Paul ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to Felix and Drufilla, and (as th 
expected) pleaſed their Ears with a general Diſ- 
courſe, of the rich Purchaſe of Chr:/?, by his late 
invaluable Bloodſhed ; they had heard him (no 
Doubt) with Delight, and been raviſh'd with the 
Sweetneſs of his ſacred Eloquence. But when he 
went ſo preciſely to work, and with ſuch Reſolu- 
tion ftruck home into the very Heart of their dar- 
ling Pleaſures, by a piercing, terrifying Sermon, of 
Righteouſneſs, I es „ and the fudgment ts 
come, he was preſently ſent away, 


For ſuch Cauſes, Preaching the Law, and Preſ- 
fing Gop's Judgments againſt Sin, is ever wel- 
come to fanctified Men, and increaſeth in them, 
Reverence, and Love towards godly Miniſters fo 
their Faithfulneſs. Whereas ordinarily it beg&% 
in unregenerate Hearts, much unhallowed Heat, 
and paſhonate Diſtempers; which too often break 
out into Thunder and Lightnings, Storms and 
Tempeſts againſt the Preacher. 
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Ix the other Caſe; ordinarily the formal Hy- 


pocrite's Reverence to Miniſters, is turned into 
Hcart- riſing, upon the particular Diſcovery, of his 
Boſom-Sin. The Caſe is quite different with a Chri- 


ſtian. 


THE Sin of his Boſom, before he was convert- 
ed, made the deepeſt Gaſh into his Conſcience; in 
the Travel of his New- birth, it coſt him the moſt 
Tears, foreſt Pangs and heavieſt Groans; ſince it 
hath come upon him, to the great Grief of his 
Heart, with the moſt powerful Aſſaults; and he 
well knows, that upon Relapſe into ſome old, or 
ſurprize with ſome new vin, it would return into 
his Remembrance with Horror ; therefore. he em- 
braceth greedily that Miniſtry of the Word, which 
may any Way help to mortify, ſuch an accurſed 
Enemy. And beſides, he having by the Power of 
Chriſt Blood, eſcaped the Vengeance, and broke 
the Heart of it; can hear it purſued with Denun- 
ciations of thoſe juſt Plagues, which are proper 
thereunto, even with humble thankful Exultati- 


Ons. 
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THIRDLY, concerning Points that preſs moſt, 
to an holy Preciſeneſs, Excellency of Zeal, and beſt 
Improvement of their Graces, God's Children are 
lweetly covetous in ſuch Caſes. - The beſt Men 
crrry in their Hearts the higheſt Meaſure of an ho- 
ly Indignation againſt themſelves, and deepeſt De- 
teſtation of their own Corruptions, Imperfections, 
and Aberrations, from the Will of Gop: And their 
Affections are moſt inflamed with unwearied De- 
ſires, and reſtleſs Aſpirations after freſh Additions of 
Grace; after a ſtronger Faith, more Zeal, greater 
Comfort, ſincerer Services, nearer Familiarity 
with God. Hence it is, that Chriſtians complain 
moſt of their Unworthineſs and ſpiritual Infuffici- 
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encies, of their Dulneſs in Prayer, Naughtineſs of 
Heart, Scantneſs of godly Sorrow, Unchearfulneſ 
at religious Exerciſes, Unprofitableneſs by the Mini- 

ſtry, Unheavenlinef of their Thoughts, and Fail- 
ing in their Obedience, ever ſooneſt diſcovered, and 
moſt bewailed by the moſt tender Conſciences: 
And that they ſeldom meet Gop in private but their 
Hearts burn within them with unutterable Long- 
ings and Pantings for Supplies and Abilitics, to do 
unto their dear Redeemer, the beſt and utmoſt Ser- 
vice they can ; that they may look Him in the Face 
with more Comfort, when they ſhall come to his 
Tribunal. | 


Tre Performances of Gop's Children by the 
Grace of Gop, are many, their Endeavours more; 
but their Deſires endlefs. It follows, that upon 
the Opening of any freſh Fountain, by a ſearching 
Miniſtry, of diviner Doctrines, and more holy 
Fxactneſs in Chriſtianity, their Hearts are wont 
to be comfortably enlarged. They are many 
Times in their retired Contemplations much griev- 
ed, that their merciful Gp ſhould be ſo endleſſy 
and immeaſurably kind and compaſſionate unto 
them, Worms and no Men; and yet fo cold 
and heartleſs, in thankful Retributions of Services 
and Obediences to fo glorious a Majeſty, and 
bg are well pleaſed with the Preſſing of quick- 
ning Scri that thereby they m more 
Pirſtval Lite into their 1 into 
their Teal, Comfort into their Conſciences, and 

the Mercies of Gop, more Glory unto theit 
Crowns of imm an 
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